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September Song

In central Texas, fall is barely hinted at in September. But still, we
begin to think about it. The temperature usually begins to moderate and the
days get shorter. The growing season slows down, and we know that cooler
weather is on its way. Vacations end, and even if someone in our household
Is not heading back to school, the calendar still signals a change of pace.

Fall is my favorite time of year. 1 liked going back to the routine of
school and seeing friends I hadn’t seen all summer. I like that it isn’t as
hot. And I love the afternoons as the sun’s rays slant a particular way, and
the evening brings a slight chill to the air, and things just seem less frenetic
than in summer. It’s been suggested that Fall is a season for balancing light
and dark, letting go, and accepting the impermanence of things.

The autumn equinox brings a balance of daylight and night, hinting
at the need for balance in our own lives. It invites us into the quiet of the
longer evenings, while appreciating the light we have. (We’ll be talking
more about that later as our Advent theme this year is “Waiting for the
Light.”)

And even though it doesn’t happen here yet, we know that before too
long the leaves will begin to fall from the trees. The lush green leaves of
early summer will wither and let go, leaving the spare limbs of
fall. Buddhist teacher Sharon Saltzberg writes in Lovingkindness about one
of the offshoots of letting go: “Generosity has such power because it is
characterized by the inner quality of letting go or relinquishing. Being able
to let go, to give up, to renounce, to give generously — these capacities
spring from the same source within us. When we practice generosity, we
open to all of these liberating qualities simultaneously. They carry us to a
profound knowing of freedom, and they also are the loving expression of
that same state of freedom.” Fall reminds us of that.

And finally, impermanence. Things change. Nothing stays the
same. Students move on to new classes. Teachers welcome new
students. Leaves fall. Temperatures cool. Days shorten and nights
lengthen. Until it all changes again. There truly is nothing new under the
sun, but God has made everything wonderful in its time.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under
heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1
Happy Fall, Y’all! Jane

Sunday Schedule

Sunday School —10 am
Fellowship in Library
9:45-10:45 am

| Coffee and refreshments

served

| Worship Service - 11 am
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L eadership

Pastor - Rev. Jane C.
Johnson - 512.608.4293
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Clerk of Session - Nancy

Martin 512.661.8626
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Guedry 512.360.4930
Pianist - Monica Miller
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Nancy Martin, David
Herrington, Leah Saunders,
Bill Slette, Jane Istre

Worship - Elder
Susan Guedry

Mission Outreach -
Elder Leah Saunders
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Administration Elder Jane
Istre

Christian Formation
- Elder Lisa Altmeyer
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Committee Elder Nancy
Martin & Elder Leah
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Custodian - Anna
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Web Site,
Newsletter, Facebook
Page - Kathy Ford
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Church Attendance August 2016
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon
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Cburch Family.

Date | Members | Regular | New Total
Visitors | Visitors

8/7 25 4 0 29

8/14 |22 3 1 26

8/21 28 4 1 33

8/28 |18 3 0 21

Smithville Food Pantry

From Dovothy Dillow
August 2016
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FEED THE

HUNGRY
Date Clients | Family New | Family

Members Members

8/3 101 240 4 9
8/10 100 228 2 4
8/17 107 236 4 10
8/24 98 241 5 15
8/31 99 221 2 10
Totals | 505 1166 17 48

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on First
Sunday and place them in the basket at the covered dish

luncheon. There will also be envelopes available if you prefer
to give money. The Food Pantry can purchase food from the
Capital Area Food Bank much more economically than you

can purchase it at the store, so please consider giving by

check/cash. If you have questions, please contact Dorothy

Dillon.
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NEWS FROM SUSAN

e Each Sunday in September we will
have "Undie Sunday". We will collect
new underwear for the schools. We
need sizes for ages 3-14. Several
churches in Smithville are participating
in this project.

e There will be a collection box in the
Narthex. The Wesley nurse will be
presenting a 5- week program "Matter
of Balance" beginning September 26
from 2-2:45 on Monday and Thursday.
This will be to help those who have
balance issues.

e The flu shot clinic will be held the
week of September 26. Exact dates and
locations will be announced later. Will
have flu shots, pneumonia shots and
DPT shots.

e There will be a Worship Committee
meeting  Sunday September 11
immediately following worship
services. We will plan services for All
Saints' Day, Advent, and Christmas.
Everyone is invited to help with the
planning.

Adult Sunday School
September 11 through November 6 we
will view “Genesis” by Bill Moyers. This is
a DVD based on the book by the same
name. It is not required to buy the book.
Join us at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall for
this interesting discussion led by Susan
Guedry.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

First Presbyterian Church Smithville
Session met on August 24, 2016

Pastor Jane Johnson reported that she,
David and grandson Will had a wonderful
vacation exploring parts of the East Coast.

Session discussed some of the major repairs
that need to be done to the Church
Building. The top Fascia Board on the
Church needs to be replaced, the front
columns also need repair. The down spouts
from the roof also need to be fixed so the
rain water doesn’t leak into the building.
Bids for the repair work will be received and
reviewed by Session at our next meeting.

Elder Susan Guedry suggested we purchase
some Gluten Free Communion wafers for
those that need to avoid wheat products.
Worship Committee will meet on September
11 to plan for All Saints Sunday and Advent.

Session approved “Undie Sunday” for the
month of September. The Congregation will
be asked to donate new underwear for
grades Pre-K through 8th grade. There will
be a basket in the Narthex each Sunday.

Elder David Herrington brought the Session
up to date on the research being done to
clear the Title for the Kovar Cemetery.

The Nominating Committee will start
working on a slate of Officers for the Class of
2019. Further discussion will take place on
bringing the Deacons back after a sabbatical
year.

Submitted by Clerk of Session, Nancy
Martin

Born Again Emporium

Our next time to work at BAE is the week of
September 6-10. BAE will be closed on Monday,
September 5. See Susan Guedry to sign-up and

see the attached calendar for hours.

COMMUNION SCHEDULE
September 2016

Nancy Martin, Susan Guedry, Jane Istre
The first person listed will bring the bread,
prepare the communion table, pick up the glasses
at the end of the service, wash and put away the
service trays. We will be using 3 ushers instead
of 4 for 2016. If you cannot be at church when it
is your turn to be in charge of the preparation for
communion, please call the Elder listed after you
to prepare the communion in your place and ask
one of the other Elders to serve in your place.
Those who serve communion also collect the
offering and should ask for a back-up before the
service if you will not be able to collect the
offering. Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne
Herrington, Alan Ford, Gloria Hurta, Jim
McLaughlin, Pat McLaughlin, Hoyt Johnson.

Choir Practice Begins on Sunday, October 2™
at 9:15 am. Come and learn the music for
Advent and Christmas!

Join the Choir...

You'll Be Glad
You Did!
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

It’s time for Women'’s Bible Study to begin a
new session. Join us in the Fellowship Hall
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 5:30
pm beginning September 14",

We enjoy fellowship, food, and fun as well as
study and meditation. In September we will
begin a new study entitled "Who is Jesus?"

We had a great Farmland Cluster Gathering at
the Gonzales Presbyterian Church on
Saturday, August 27, 2016. Our new study
sounds like it will be very interesting!

The offering collected was for the Gonzales
Youth Center & Stella's House. Both of these
organizations are doing important work in
the Gonzales area.

On the Lighter Side

To do list - when | am really bored:

1. Buy 4 pigs

2. Paint numbers 1, 2, 3 and 5 on their backs.
3. Release them in Walmart.

4. Sit back and watch security search for
number 4.

Signs of the Times

In a Podiatrist's office:
"Time wounds all heels."

On a Plumber’s truck:
"We repair what your husband fixed."

In a Veterinarian's waiting room:
"Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!"

On a Church’s Sign:
"7 days without God makes one weak."

At a Tire Shop:
“Invite us to your next blowout."

At a Towing Company:
"We don't charge an arm and a leg. We want
tows."

In a Nonsmoking Area:
“If we see smoke, we will assume you are on
fire and take appropriate action.”

At an Optometrist's Office:
“If you don't see what you're looking for, you've
come to the right place.”

On a Taxidermist's window:
"We really know our stuff.”



September 2016

The Wit and Wisdom of Andy Rooney

I've learned .... That the best classroom in the
world is at the feet of an elderly person.

I've learned .... That when you're in love, it
shows.

I've learned .... That just one person saying to
me, 'You've made my day!' makes my day.

I've learned .... That having a child fall asleep
in your arms is one of the most peaceful
feelings in the world.

I've learned .... That being kind is more
important than being right.

I've learned . .... That you should never say no
to a gift from a child.

I've learned .... That | can always pray for
someone when | don't have the
strength to help him in some other way.

I've learned .... That no matter how serious
your life requires you to be, everyone needs a
friend to act goofy with.

I've learned .... That sometimes all a person
needs is a hand to hold and a heart to
understand.

I've learned .... That simple walks with my
father around the block on summer nights
when | was a child did wonders for me as an
adult.

I've learned .... That life is like a roll of toilet
paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster
it goes.

I've learned .... That we should be glad God
doesn't give us everything we ask for.

I've learned .... That money doesn't buy class.

I've learned .... That it's those small daily
happenings that make life so spectacular.

I've learned ... That under everyone's hard shell
is someone who wants to be appreciated and
loved.

I've learned .... That to ignore the facts does
not change the facts.

I've learned .... That love, not time, heals all
wounds.

I've learned .... That the easiest way for me to
grow as a person is to surround myself with
people smarter than | am.

I've learned .... That everyone you meet
deserves to be greeted with a smile.

I've learned ... That life is tough, but I'm
tougher.

I've learned .... That opportunities are never
lost; someone will take the ones you miss.

I've learned .... That when you harbor
bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.

I've learned .... That | wish | could have told
my Mom that | love her one more time before
she passed away.

I've learned .... That one should keep his words
both soft and tender, because tomorrow he
may have to eat them.

I've learned .... That a smile is an inexpensive
way to improve your looks.

I've learned .... That when your newly born
grandchild holds your little

finger in his little fist, that you're hooked for
life.

I've learned .... That everyone wants to live on
top of the mountain, but

all the happiness and growth occurs while
you're climbing it.

I've learned .... That the less time | have to
work with, the more things | get done.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

3

4
16™ Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship at 11
Communion
Covered Dish Lunch -
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
FOOD PANTRY
Undie Sunday
Anna & Shawn
Hernandez
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Season of Peace
begins

A Social
Creed for the
21° Century

Labor Day

Bill Reibe

=

BAE 10-2

BAE 10-2

BAE 10-2

Tristyn
Herrington-
Altmeyer

=

BAE 9-2

BAE 9-2

10

11
17" Sunday after
Pentecost

Worship at 11
Undie Sunday

Christian Education
begins

12
Dawn Walters
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Linda & Bylvfon
Westerman

13
Kelly Evans

=

14
Jane Istre

=

5:30 Women’s
Bible Study

15

16
Chase Cedar

=

17

Dianna King

=

18
18" Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship at 11
Undie Sunday

Hoyt Johnson

=

Theological
Education/Seminaries

19

Jim
McLaughlin
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21

International
Day of Peace

22

Global Week
of Action
against Gun
Violence
begins

23

Native
American
Day

Sylvia
Conoley

=

24

25
19*"Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship at 11
Undie Sunday

Evangelism Sunday;
Gifts of New Immi-
grants

26

27

28

29

30




