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Pastor’s Remarks – Rev. Jane C. Johnson  
 

The Chaos Factor 
 
            If you’ve ever lived in a house while it is being remodeled, even a small job, you 
know how disruptive it can be.  Perhaps not total chaos, but chaos nonetheless.  The same 
is true in our lives.  Anytime significant change occurs, even good change - there is a time 
of chaos.  Bad change (death, illness, divorce, job loss) is worse, but no matter the 
circumstance, it’s always difficult. 
            The in-between time, when the old is going or gone, and the new isn’t here yet, has 
a name: the liminal state.  Most of us hate that transition period, but we rarely get a choice 
in how long it lasts.  And there is no set time for being in that state.  We just have to 
muddle through it.  And like the eye of a hurricane or a tornado, there is often a calm place 
to be found even in the midst of our world coming apart.  However, as Christians, we have 
hope that things will, at some point, get better.  Life may have changed, but still there is 
joy to be had in our living. 
            We tend to think of chaos as inherently bad, but it is also a creative force.  As God 
began calling the universe into being, He saw that what was there was “without form and 
void.”  In other words, chaotic.  But from that chaos, God pulled out all the beauty we now 
see in the universe.   
            Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s slogan is “Out of Chaos, Hope.”  New beginnings, 
whether we want them or not, come along every so often in everyone’s lives.  And God is 
good, all the time, even when we cannot see the goodness.  But God’s grace is sufficient to 
get us through the chaos with blessings we might never expect.  With God’s creative action 
and our own creativity, good things will come.  Thanks be to God. 
 
May you see all the blessings God has for you, Jane 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 

Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
 

Worship Service - 11 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 
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 Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512.608.4293    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane 
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim 
and Deacon Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy 
Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, 
Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David Herrington, 
Leah Saunders 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt 
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat 
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer  
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 
512.321.4132 

********************** 

 
Church Attendance AUGUST 2015 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

8/2 23 1 0 24 

8/9 37 1 2 40 

8/16 22 2 0 24 

8/23 31 1 0 32 

8/30 24 1 0 25 

 

 

Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 
August 2015 

Date Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

8/5 90 216 2 7 

8/12 97 219 2 4 

8/19 107 244 0 0 

8/26 104 235 3 7 

Total 398 1,312 7 18 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on 

First Sunday and place them in the basket at the 

covered dish luncheon.  There will also be 

envelopes available if you prefer to give money. 

The Food Pantry can purchase food from the 

Capital Area Food Bank much more economically 

than you can purchase it at the store, so please 

consider giving by check/cash.  If you have 

questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

 

 
 

Choir practice starts on 

Sunday, September 13 AT 9:30.  

  

Got questions?  See Lisa Maresh.   

 

Want to participate?   

COME TO CHOIR PRACTICE--

ALL WELCOME!! 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Landscape Paintings in Pastel by Enid Wood - 
A Resident of the Colony in Bastrop 

 
 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary is 
hosting a solo exhibition of pastel paintings 
by Enid Wood in the McMillan Memorial 
Building, Second Floor Gallery at 27th and 
Speedway in Austin from September 1 to 
September 25. The show is open weekdays 
from 9am to 5pm. Visitors may park in the 
Visitors spaces in front of the building, with a 
parking pass available at the Registration 
Desk in the McCord Center, at the rear of the 
Chapel. 

 
Pastel artist Enid Wood ponders change as 
she paints, both outdoors and in her 
studio.  Things become more interesting 
and beautiful as they age, a fact often lost 
in modern society with our compulsion to 
replace that which is old with the latest 
gadget. 
 
Enid’s paintings explore changes of weather, 
seasons, erosion, rust, and decay.  These 
changes are not to be feared, but instead to 
marvel at: tangible proof of divine grace.   
 

Denver native Enid Wood lives in Bastrop.  
She earned a BA in art from Westminster 
College and studied art history as a 
component of her MAR degree from Yale.  A 
retired violin teacher Enid now paints full 
time and teaches pastel painting workshops 
in Texas and New Mexico. 
 
For more information on the artist visit 
www.enidwood.com and if several are 
interested, maybe we can carpool.  
 

   SEPTEMBER 
 
Jim McLaughlin, Susan Guedry, Nancy Martin, 
Harleigh Altmeyer 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the 

glasses at the end of the service, wash and put 

away the service trays.                  

   If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to 

be in charge of the preparation for communion, 

please call the Elder listed after you to prepare 

the communion in your place and ask one of the 

other Elders to serve in your place. Those who 

serve communion also collect the offering and 

should ask for a back-up before the service if 

you will not be able to collect the offering.  

Backup Elders: Nancy Evans,  LaVerne Herrington, 

Alan Ford, Sammye Hodges, Jane Istre, Gloria 

Hurta, Dorothy Dillon, Doug Lancaster and Kelly 

Hubley. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

We will begin our Youth Sunday School 
class on September 13th at 10:00.  Come 
join us as we study the Super Heroes of 
the New Testament. 
Pat McLaughlin will prepare the lessons 
and lead the class and is looking for 
volunteers interested in helping to teach 
the class once in a while when she can’t 
be at church. Contact her at 512-308-

9141. 

http://www.enidwood.com/
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She has one daughter, Anna Hernandez.  Anna and husband Shawn have 3 children-Brennen, 
age 19, Sydney, age 11, and Blake, age 8.  In addition to her grandchildren, Sammye has two 
grand-pets: Zoey and Joey.  We are so glad that all of them are active at FPC Smithville 
(with the exception of the grand-pets)! 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
of violence into communities of peace. 

 

 
 

Angels Unaware Backpack Offering news:   Samella Williams, founder of Angels Unaware Ministry spoke to 

the Deacons on September 3.  This group collects, assembles and delivers backpacks on Fridays to 
students who are lacking in resources to take home for the weekend. The backpacks come filled with 
nutritious, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. The typical backpack contains a 
variety of food usually including protein and fruit juices. The ministry hands out backpacks filled with food, 
personal care products, school supplies and other necessities.  It is their goal to help these kids who are in 
need of assistance. Currently they are providing the backpacks to 48 students from pre-K through high 
school and anticipate having an increase in needs as the economy continues to be unstable.   A special 
offering for this program will be taken the last 3 Sundays in October.  Kelly Hubley will speak to the 
congregation at those worship services to answer questions about the Angels Unaware backpack program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 8 – Back to School Swim and a send-off for DJ!  Save the date!  Contact: Hoyt Johnson  
 

 
 

From Gwen Morris 

Women's Group-- We had 5 ladies attend our Farmland Cluster Meeting on Saturday, August 15, 
2015, in Seguin, Texas.  Melanie Wright of Seguin gave an overview of our new bible study, “Come 
to the Waters.”   
 
The recipient of the offering was the Guadalupe County Children's Advocacy Center.  The Cluster 
ladies donated a total of $1,280.00 to the Center.  Next year the Fall Gathering will be in 
Gonzales.   
 
Our group will start our study of "Come to the Waters" written by Judy Record Fletcher on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2015 at 5:30 PM.   We will meet in the fellowship hall at this time each 2nd 
Wednesday from September to May.   Come join us for good food, study, and fellowship. 

 
 

ADULT   
With Susan Guedry 

We will continue our study “Three Prayers You'll Want to Pray" by George H. Donigian ” on 
September 6th and 13th. 
 
On September 20th we will begin a 12-week study of Christian History.  We will learn from the 
book and DVD "Christian History Made Easy."  This is a study of the church from 30AD through the 
present time.  We will stop on November 29th to do an Advent study - as yet not decided - and 
then finish up the history study in January. 
 
In 2016 we will study C.S. Lewis' "Chronicles of Narnia" series with emphasis not only on the book 
"The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe", but also on the BBC production of the movie.  We will 
also focus on the book "Bringing Narnia Home - Lessons from the Other Side of the Wardrobe" by 
Devin Brown. 
 
Another study in 2016 will be "You'll Get Through This" by Max Lucado. 
All of these materials were purchased from a fund given in memory of L.D. Clark by his family. 
 
Join us at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall--it’s not your typical Sunday School! 

 
 
     
 

         
 
 

 

 

 

SUMMER MUSIC 

CAMP IS BACK! 
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BORN AGAIN EMPORIUM NEWS 
 
Saturday, October 3 is the city wide garage sale in Smithville. The Born Again Emporium will have Brown Bag sales on 
Friday, October 2 and Saturday, October 3. The store will have brown bag clothing sales and the Hudgins House will have 
brown bag holiday sales. All you can fit in our bags for $6 plus tax. Our church will work Friday, October 2 from 9:30 to 
11:30 at the Hudgins house. At least 5 people will be needed. The store will take donations until 5:00 pm on 
Saturday.  
 
 
 
 

  
The lasting value in a gift of peace 
 
During this Season of Peace, our thoughts turn to the meaning of peace and how, through Christ, we can 
nurture it inside ourselves and out in the world. Yet, to understand the value of peace, we must also 
understand the cost of conflict, and the many forms it can take.  
 

● Conflict can be individual: 1 in 4 U.S. students report being bullied at school. 
 

● Conflict can be collective: Up to 70% of women experience violence in their lifetimes. 
 

● Conflict can be domestic: 1 in 3 women has been the victim of violence at the hands of an intimate 
partner. 1 in 4 children has been physically abused. 
 

● Conflict can be international: Conflict and political violence are on the rise in 48 countries. 
 

● Conflict can be historical: Structural racism creates long-term deficits of opportunity. 
 

● Conflict can be contemporary: Human trafficking and forced labor affect 3 of every 1,000 people in the 
world today. 
 

● To help address these diverse challenges, the Peace & Global Witness Offering supports a 
range of ministries devoted to peacemaking and reconciliation. This includes bearing witness in 
communities of conflict around the world, hosting education programs to raise awareness, driving local 
peacemaking efforts, offering catalyst support to our mission co-workers, and much more. 

 
● Imagine what a gift it is to those who have been hurt, in both their spirit and their community, to 

find a lasting peace and resolve conflict in its many forms. 
 
● When you give to the Peace & Global Witness Offering your gift is the peace of Christ, for all of 

God’s children. With each gift, we can begin to create a world of peace—together. 

 
We will talk about this each Sunday in September and the offering will be taken the 
first Sunday in October on World Prayer Sunday.  Our goal is $200.  Twenty-five 
percent of the offering will remain with the local church to be used as the church 
chooses to promote peace.  Please give generously to this worthwhile cause. 
 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS – Susan Guedry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 

http://www.stopbullying.gov/news/media/facts/#listing
http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/briefingpapers/endviol/
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_report/2014/1579_VIP_Infographic_lowres_051214.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/status_report/2014/1579_VIP_Infographic_lowres_051214.pdf?ua=1
https://maplecroft.com/portfolio/new-analysis/2014/05/07/conflict-and-political-violence-intensifies-48-countries-2013-ukraine-sees-biggest-increase-risk-maplecroft/
http://www.boysandmenofcolor.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Youth-Violence-for-Boys-and-Men-of-Color-Research-Brief.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_182109/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_182109/lang--en/index.htm
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CHURCH HUMOR – Thanks Harleigh! 
 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1:00 – DEACON MEETING FOLLOWING LUNCH 
SEPTEMBER 12, 9:00 – CHURCH CLEAN-UP FOR FALL – ALL ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 
SEPTEMBER 13, 9:30 – CHOIR PRACTICE BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER 23 – 5:30 – SESSION MEETING 
OCTOBER 2 AND 3 – BROWN BAG SALE AT BAE 
OCTOBER 4, DEACON MEETING FOLLOWING LUNCH 
OCTOBER 16, 6:00 – BINGO AND HOT DOG SUPPER 
OCTOBER 28, 5:30 – SESSION MEETING 
 

October 2 and 3 – Preferred Path Skills Training - NOTE:  Jane Johnson recommends this training 
for anyone who attends Presbytery Meetings.  See Jane for more information: 

A SPECIAL INVITATION to Churches in the Austin Cluster, Mission Presbytery (MP) Staff, 
General Council, and All Committee Members (both incoming and outgoing)! 

You are invited to Mission Presbytery’s inaugural Preferred Path skills training, to be held October 2-
3, 2015, hosted by Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in Austin, TX. 

This course will be led by Dr. Karl Slaikeu, psychologist, mediator, formerly Transitional Shepherd of 
MP (2014), and founder of the Preferred Path Ministry (www.preferredpathministry.com), a program 
that has been in place at Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in Austin since 2008.   

Course summary: This course provides an introduction to collaboration and conflict resolution in 
light of biblical principles, and provides practical experience with tools for communicating, building 
consensus and resolving conflict in church, family, work, school, and neighborhood settings. 

http://www.preferredpathministry.com/
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Key words: Strengthening relationships, positive communication, respectful listening, dialogue, 
consensus building, reconciliation, unity, conflict resolution, mercy, justice, peacemaking, community 
life, discipleship, spiritual disciplines, and tools for living. 

Format: Experiential Learning Model (ELM) begins Friday, October 2, 5:30 pm with a light supper, 
program 6:30-9:30 pm; Saturday, 9 am – 2:30 pm, with lunch at noon. 

Topics: 

1 – What is the Preferred Path (and do I really need this)? 

2 – The Conflict Grid (a tool for every step of the way). 

3 – Communicating well (strategies for difficult conversations). 

4 – Poles apart (‘you’ll never get these two together!’). 

5 – Resolving conflict (standard solutions in interpersonal peacemaking). 

6 – Integrating the Preferred Path into Church and Family life (how to keep denial, court, 

      and power plays from ruining your life). 

Course Fee: This training is offered at no charge to MP staff, General Council, and committees as a 
part of MP’s enrollment in the Preferred Path Ministry (www.preferredpathministry.com). 

A limited number of slots will be available to members of churches in the Austin community for fee of 
$25 per person (reduced from $95 per person) to cover meals and materials. 

Registration: Go to this link to sign up: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c45a8a82fa75-
preferred 

Course Materials: Each participant receives course manual and access to on line follow up tools. 

Questions: Rev. Nancy Reeves (Mission Presbytery Transition Team rep-
grace.nereeves@gmail.com, or 512-517-7181) 

Nancy Reeves, Pastor 
Grace Presbyterian Church 
1705 Gattis School Road 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
www.gracepresrr.org 
512-255-9818 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.preferredpathministry.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c45a8a82fa75-preferred
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c45a8a82fa75-preferred
mailto:rep-grace.nereeves@gmail.com
mailto:rep-grace.nereeves@gmail.com
tel:512-517-7181
http://www.gracepresrr.org/
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SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                    
 

                                 1 2 
 

3 
 
 
 

                    4 

 
Anna & Shawn 
Hernandez 
 

             5             
 
 

                             6 
15TH Sunday after 
Pentecost 
23rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish  
Luncheon 
Deacon Mtg 1:00 

Bill Riebe 
Season of Peace 
begins; Christian 
Vocation 
 

7 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A Social Creed 
for the 21st 

Century 
Labor Day 

                 8 
 
 

9 
 
 

 
Tristyn 

Herrington-
Altmeyer 

10 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

11 
 

 

 
Jim Sill 
 
 
 

12 
Clean Up 

Day at 
Church – 

9:30 until ? 

 
Dawn Walters 

 
Linda & 

Byron 
Westerman 

 

CHOIR PRACTICE   13 
AT 9:30 

16th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
24th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

Kelly Evans 
Christian Education 

Week begins 

14                
 
 
 

 
Jane Istre 

                 15 
 

 
 

 

               16                               
 

 

 
Chase Ceder 

            17               
 

 

 
Dianna King 

 
 

                    18 
 
 

 
Hoyt Johnson 

                19 
 
 

 
Jim 

McLaughlin 

 

                         20 
17th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
25th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 

 
 
Theological 

Education/Seminaries 

21 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

International 
Day of Peace 

                 22  
 
 

 
 

 
 

                23 
 

 
 
 

Session Mtg. 
5:30 pm 

 
Native 
American 
Day 

24 

 
Sylvia 

Conoley 
 

Global Week 
of Action 
against Gun 
Violence 
begins 

       25 
 

 

           26         
 

 

                        27 
18th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 
 
 

Evangelism Sunday 

                 28 
 

                29 

    
Janet 

Stephens 

          30   
 

   
 
 


