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Pastor’s Remarks – Rev. Jane C. Johnson  
 

This past Tuesday, I had the privilege of hearing Heath Rada, the Moderator of the PC(USA), speak to a 

group gathered at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  There were about 60 of us there, pastors, 

professors, presbytery personnel, students and ruling elders.  I wish every Presbyterian had the same 

opportunity, because it gave me a deeper appreciation for our chosen denomination and the man who is 

currently serving as its representative.  

            He has a warm personality, an easy wit, and a great love for the church.  And what a daunting task 

he has taken on.  He recognizes that the Church is flawed, but is convinced it still has great opportunities to 

do God’s work in this world.  He knows the Church is changing from the one we knew as youngsters, but 

believes that there is possibility for new growth in that process. Leading the PC(USA) through difficult 

times is not a task many of us would want.   

            In the hour we spent with him, he brought up several interesting points.  We have lost a sense of 

who we are as Presbyterians, he said, and that we must work to discern again who we are before we can 

commit ourselves to other things.  He has called for listening teams throughout the denomination and for 

being willing to listen in love to those with whom we do not agree.  At the same time, we must be able to 

move beyond debate and discernment to action 

as we seek to find new ways to carry out our mission. 

            He reminded us that each one of us, church officers and members all have a voice and a vote in the 

PC(USA), and that we can make a difference through the General Assembly. 

            Sometimes we feel helpless, carried along by a vocal minority.  But we can be heard.  You can be 

heard.  And one of the ways you can be heard is by serving either as an elder, a deacon, or if you are an 

elder, on a committee of the presbytery.  Our denomination is not run by “them,” it’s run by us - ideally 

under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  And that’s true at every level.  You want to make a difference?  Go 

for it! 

            Soon the nominating committee will be gathering to seek leaders for FPC Smithville.  We’ve heard 

all sorts of creative reasons why some folks can’t serve, but I want to encourage you to consider what God, 

through the voice of the church may be calling YOU to do.  Remember, God doesn’t always call the 

equipped, God equips the called.  Yes, it’s work, but what a great opportunity to serve God through service 

to the church!  I’m going to be praying about this, and hope you’ll join me. 

 

And now, children of God, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, 

to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul. . . Deuteronomy 10:12 

 

Blessings and joy,   Jane 

 

(To learn more about our Moderator, go to 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/news/moderatorspeechpmabapril2015.pdf ) 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 

Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
 

Worship Service - 11 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 
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 Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512.608.4293    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane 
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim 
and Deacon Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy 
Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, 
Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David Herrington, 
Leah Saunders 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt 
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat 
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer  
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 
512.321.4132 

********************** 

 
 

Church Attendance September 2015 
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 

 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

9/6 34  10 44 

9/13 36 2  38 

9/20 26   26 

9/27 25 1  26 

     

 

 

Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 
September 2015 

Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

9/2 94 276 4 17 

9/9 96 236 4 7 

9/16 93 219 3 6 

9/23 95 213 0 0 

9/30 108 257 5 7 

Total 486 1201 16  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on 

First Sunday and place them in the basket at the 

covered dish luncheon.  There will also be 

envelopes available if you prefer to give money. 

The Food Pantry can purchase food from the 

Capital Area Food Bank much more economically 

than you can purchase it at the store, so please 

consider giving by check/cash.  If you have 

questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

 

 
Choir practice is on Sundays, at 
9:30.  

  
THERE WILL BE A CHOIR 
RETREAT AT THE HOME OF 
BARB MARESH ON SATURDAY, 
OCT. 17 FROM 9 – 10:30 A.M. 
TO WORK ON THE MUSIC FOR 
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.  
 

Got questions?  See Lisa Maresh.   

 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip to Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary  
 
Four of our members met Jane Johnson at the 
Seminary on September 22 to see a solo 
exhibition of pastel paintings by Enid Wood.  
 
In addition, Pastor Jane took us on a tour of 
the seminary and introduced us to a number 
of folks along the way.  We learned a lot 
about the history of the campus; saw 
beautiful paintings and metal work and 
toured the chapel.  We ate lunch and visited 
the library. 
 

 
Kathy, Pastor Jane, Janis, Pat, Gloria 

 
 

 
Shelton Chapel 

 

Additional pictures on www.fpcsmithville.org 

   October 
 
 Susan Guedry, Nancy Martin, David Herrington, 
Hoyt Johnson 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the 

glasses at the end of the service, wash and put 

away the service trays.                  

   If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to 

be in charge of the preparation for communion, 

please call the Elder listed after you to prepare 

the communion in your place and ask one of the 

other Elders to serve in your place. Those who 

serve communion also collect the offering and 

should ask for a back-up before the service if 

you will not be able to collect the offering.  

Backup Elders: Nancy Evans,  LaVerne Herrington, 

Alan Ford, Sammye Hodges, Jane Istre, Gloria 

Hurta, Dorothy Dillon, Doug Lancaster and Kelly 

Hubley. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Youth Sunday School class meets at 
10:00.  Come join us as we study the 
Super Heroes of the New Testament. 
Pat McLaughlin will prepare the lessons 
and lead the class and is looking for 
volunteers interested in helping to teach 
the class once in a while when she can’t 
be at church. Contact her at 512-308-

9141. 
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She has one daughter, Anna Hernandez.  Anna and husband Shawn have 3 children-Brennen, 
age 19, Sydney, age 11, and Blake, age 8.  In addition to her grandchildren, Sammye has two 
grand-pets: Zoey and Joey.  We are so glad that all of them are active at FPC Smithville 
(with the exception of the grand-pets)! 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
of violence into communities of peace. 

 

 
 

Angels Unaware Backpack Offering news:   Samella Williams, founder of Angels Unaware Ministry spoke to 

the Deacons on September 3.  This group collects, assembles and delivers backpacks on Fridays to 
students who are lacking in resources to take home for the weekend. The backpacks come filled with 
nutritious, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. The typical backpack contains a 
variety of food usually including protein and fruit juices. The ministry hands out backpacks filled with food, 
personal care products, school supplies and other necessities.  It is their goal to help these kids who are in 
need of assistance. Currently they are providing the backpacks to 48 students from pre-K through high 
school and anticipate having an increase in needs as the economy continues to be unstable.   A special 
offering for this program will be taken the last 3 Sundays in October.  Kelly Hubley will speak to the 
congregation at those worship services to answer questions about the Angels Unaware backpack program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 8 – Back to School Swim and a send-off for DJ!  Save the date!  Contact: Hoyt Johnson  
 

 
 

 
Our group study of "Come to the Waters" written by Judy Record Fletcher began in September.   
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall on the 2nd Wednesday  of the month at 5:30 PM September to 
May.   Come join us for good food, study, and fellowship at our next meeting on October 14th. 

 
 

ADULT   
With Susan Guedry 

 
On September 20th we will begin a 12-week study of Christian History.  We will learn from the 
book and DVD "Christian History Made Easy."  This is a study of the church from 30AD through the 
present time.  We will stop on November 29th to do an Advent study - as yet not decided - and 
then finish up the history study in January. 
 
In 2016 we will study C.S. Lewis' "Chronicles of Narnia" series with emphasis not only on the book 
"The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe", but also on the BBC production of the movie.  We will 
also focus on the book "Bringing Narnia Home - Lessons from the Other Side of the Wardrobe" by 
Devin Brown. 
 
Another study in 2016 will be "You'll Get Through This" by Max Lucado. 
All of these materials were purchased from a fund given in memory of L.D. Clark by his family. 
 
Join us at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall--it’s not your typical Sunday School! 

 
     

BORN AGAIN EMPORIUM NEWS 
 

Our church will work at BAE the  last week of October. 26-31.  Susan will have a sign-up sheet 
later in the month.  Hours are 10 am to 2 pm Monday – Thursday and 9 am to 2 pm Friday and 
Saturday.  This is our last time to work in 2015. Our next time will be  in January 2016.  

 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SUMMER MUSIC 

CAMP IS BACK! 
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CHURCH HUMOR! 
 

An 85-year-old man commented, "I was 
always taught to respect my elders,  

but it keeps getting harder to find one." 
_____ 

 
I was in the six item express lane at the 

store quietly fuming.    
Completely ignoring the sign, the woman 

ahead of me had slipped  
into the check-out line pushing a cart 

piled high with groceries.  
Imagine my delight when the cashier 

beckoned the woman to come  
forward looked into the cart and asked 

sweetly, "So which  
six items would you like to buy?" 

  
(Wouldn't it be great if that happened 

more often?) 
_____ 

 
Because they had no reservations at a 
busy restaurant, my elderly neighbor  

and his wife were told there would be a 
45 minute wait for a table. 

                                                                 
 
 
 

 
"Young man, we're both 90 years old," the  

husband said.  
"We may not have 45 minutes." 

 
They were seated immediately. 

 _____ 
  

Three friends from the local congregation 
were asked,  

 "When you're in your casket, and friends 
and congregation members are mourning 

over you,  
what would you like them to say?" 

 
Artie said, "I would like them to say I was 

a wonderful husband,  
a fine spiritual leader, and a great family 

man." 
 

Eugene commented, "I would like them to 
say I was a wonderful teacher  

and servant of God who made a huge 
difference in people's lives." 

 
Al said, "I'd like them to say, 'Look, he's 

moving!'" 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 

  

 MONTH OF OCTOBER – SOCK DRIVE – SEE BELOW  
 
 OCTOBER 4, DEACON MEETING  FOLLOWING 
 LUNCH 
  
 OCTOBER 16, 6:00 – BINGO AND HOTDOG 
 SUPPER 
  
 OCTOBER 28, 5:30 – SESSION MEETING 
 
 NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY.  BRING 
 FLOWERS FOR CHURCH WINDOWS 
 
 NOVEMBER 1, DEACON MEETING 
 FOLLOWING LUNCH 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 First Presbyterian Church  Smithville 
 Session met on September 23, 2015 
 
 The Goal for the Peace & Global 
 Witness Offering was set at $200.  
 This will be collected on October 
 4th which is also World Communion 
 Sunday. 
 
 The deaths of Richard Bennatt and 
 Kathy Maney, both inactive members,  
 

this summer were noted on the Membership 
Rolls.  
 

Elder Alan Ford was elected Elder 
Commissioner for the October Presbytery 
Meeting at the Pan American School in 
Kingsville on October 23 & 24th.  Thank  you, 
Alan. 
 
The Community Thanksgiving Service will be 
hosted by the Methodist Church on Sunday, 
November 22, 2015. 
 
A donation will be made to John and Dianna 
Saunders to help with the Memorial  Day 
Flood damage to their home. 
 
The 2014 Session Minutes have been approved 
by the Interim Stated Clerk, Rev. Dr. William 
Poe. 
 
Pastor Jane will be gone from October 15 – 22.  
Susan Guedry will conduct the service on 
Sunday, October 18. 
 
The Nominating Committee will be meeting 
soon to fill the Slate of Officers for the Class 
of 2018.   
 

                                                                       

                               SOCK DRIVE FOR THE HOMELESS 
Sponsored by First Methodist Church 

 WINTER IS COMING AND A GREAT NEED FOR HOMELESS PEOPLE IS SOCKS. PLEASE 
 DONATE SOCKS FOR HOMELESS  MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER. 

PLEASE DROP YOUR DONATION IN THE BOX IN THE NARTHEX. 
 

 Winter is quickly approaching and all of us try to do our part to help the homeless with warm coats 
 and blankets; however, it has come to our attention at First Methodist Church that one very  needed 
 item is often neglected when we think about those less fortunate. This item is socks. We have 
 decided to have a sock drive and would like to invite all Smithville congregations to join our efforts to 
 provide socks for homeless men, women and children in our area. We will use the month of October 
 to collect socks, and then distribute them before winter begins. 
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  The 22lst General Assembly (2014) affirmed a bold goal for Special Offerings of $20 million a 

 year by 2020 and challenged each congregation to begin receiving a new Offering and/ or 

 increasing current offering support by 10 percent. We hope this statement helps you track 

 progress of these goals and provide transparency on direct giving to the Mission Agency. The 

 local portions of the offerings (Pentecost and Peace & Global Witness) will be remitted to your 

 congregation after the books are closed for the fiscal year. 

 8638 
 First Presbyterian Church 
 300 Burleson St 

   Smithville TX 78957-1545 Year-to-Date as of 6/30/2015 
Your congregation 

2014 2015 

Nationally 

2014 2015 
 

Christmas Joy Offering $360.00 $182.90 $2,342,604 $2,080,893 

One Great Hour of Sharing $610.25 $480.47 $2,733,364 $3,238,792 

Pentecost Offering $0.00 $0.00 $90,979 $83,238 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

(includes Peacemaking Offering gifts) 

 

$142.50 
 

$143.37 
 

$208,464 $201,670 * 

Presbyterian Giving Catalog 

(includes Special Offerings events) 

 

$0.00 
 

$0.00 
 

$33,443 
 

$132,412 

 

 

Individuals giving directly to Special Offerings 
 

 

Total number of individuals from your congregation O

Total 
given 

# 

Donors 

Funds to be remitted to your 

  congregation at the end of 2Q15   

Pentecost Offering 
(for youth programs) 

 

$0.00 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

(includes Peacemaking Offering gifts) 

 

$0.00 

Presbyterian Giving Catalog 

(includes Special Offerings events) 

 
$0.00 

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS 

Christmas Joy Offering $0.00 0 

One Great Hour of Sharing $0.00 0 

Pentecost Offering $0.00 0 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

(includes Peacemaking Offering gifts) 

 

$0.00 
 

0 

Presbyterian Giving Catalog 

(includes Special Offerings events) 

 

 

 

 

 

$0.00 
 

0 
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OCTOBER 2015 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                           
Sock Drive all 
month. Bring 
socks and drop in 
the Sox Box in the 
Narthex 

                                     1 
 
 
Rosaleigh 
Saunders 

 

                  2 
 
 
 
Bill Slette 

 

            3             
 
 

                            4 
19th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
27th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish  
Luncheon 
Deacon Mtg 1:00 
World Communion 
Sunday  
Peace & Global 
Witness Offering 

 
Crystal & Irving 
Hernandez 

5 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                6 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

9 
 

 
 
 
Shawn 
Hernandez 

 

10 
 

11 
20th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
28th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 
Domestic Violence 

Awareness 

12                
 
 
 

 
 
 

Columbus Day 

                 
13 
 
Sue 
Patterson 

 
 

               14                             
 

 
Bettie 
Williams 

 

            15             
 

 
 
 
 

                   16 
 
 

 
 
 

World Food Day 

                  17 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                         18 
21st Sunday after 
Pentecost 
29th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 

Children’s 
Sabbath 

19 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                 
20  

 
 

 
 

 
 

                21 
 

 
 
 

Nancy Evans 

 
 
 

22 
 

 
 
 

       23 
 

 

              24         
 

 
 
 
 
 
United Nations 
Day 

                        25 
22nd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
30th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 
 
 

Reformation Sunday 

                 26 
 
Dan Rinehart 

 

                27 
     

           28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session Mtg. 
5:30 pm 

 

                 29 
David 
Herrington 

 
Sue & Jim 
Patterson 

 

        30                  31          
 
 
Jacob Guedry 

 

 


