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The 
first pastor said, "You know, since Fall started, I've _____ 

 

Ever the Same, Yet Ever New 

 
 

 

THE STORY OF THE JESSE TREEJesse was the father of the great King David of the Old Testament. He is 

often considered the first person in the genealogy of Jesus.  So the Jesse Tree is a tree or branch decorated with 

symbols representing the stories of people in Jesus' family tree or of prophecies made about Jesus. It is based on 

Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” The 
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Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
Worship Service - 11 am 

 
Church Leadership 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. 
Johnson - 512.608.4293   

Email - 
caperton6@austin.rr.com              

Clerk of Session - Nancy 
Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Pianist – Monica Miller  
Session Members – Susan 
Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, 
Nancy Martin, David 
Herrington, Leah Saunders, 
Jane Istre 
 Worship - Elder 
Susan Guedry  
 Mission Outreach – 
Elder Leah Saunders 
 Church 
Administration - Elder 
Jane Istre  
 Christian Formation 
– Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 Fellowship & 
Nurture – Elder David 
 Herrington  
 

 Nominating 
Committee - Elder Nancy 
Martin & Elder Leah 
Saunders 
 Custodian – Anna 
Hernandez 512.237.3880 
          Web Site, 
Newsletter, Facebook 

Page – Kathy Ford 

Message from Jane 
 

 

 

Thanksgiving Blessings, Jane 
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custom has been used for many years to help 

Christians to prepare for Christmas by retelling 

the Bible story from Creation to the 

Incarnation.  
 

In Church art a design developed showing the 

relationship of Jesus with Jesse and other 

biblical personages. This design showed a 

branched tree growing from a reclining figure 

of Jesse. The various branches had pictures of 

other Old and New Testament figures who 

were ancestors of Jesus. The first Jesse trees 

were large carvings, tapestries or even stained 

glass windows.  At the top of the tree were 

figures of Mary and Jesus.  You can find this 

design in stained glass windows in some of the 

great medieval cathedrals of Europe, such as 

the cathedral of Chartres, which has a 

particularly beautiful Jesse Tree window. 
1.  

that “God so loved the world He gave His only 

begotten Son.” stor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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 Church Attendance October 2016 
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 

 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

10/2 23 2 0 25 

10/9 19 2 0 26 

10/23 26 3 0 29 

10/30 27   27 

     

 
Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

September 2016 

 
 

Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

10/5 91 211 2 5 

10/12 112 257 7 16 

10/19 98 238 2 5 

10/26 96 232 1 1 

     

Totals 397 706 12 27 

     

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on First 
Sunday and place them in the basket at the covered dish 
luncheon.  There will also be envelopes available if you prefer 
to give money. The Food Pantry can purchase food from the 
Capital Area Food Bank much more economically than you 
can purchase it at the store, so please consider giving by 
check/cash.  If you have questions, please contact Dorothy 
Dillon. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
NEWS FROM SUSAN 
Adult Sunday School 

Sunday School will continue with the 
discussion group on Bill Moyer’s 
“Genesis,” through November 13. There is 
no class on November 20.  The Advent 
study will begin November 27 and 
continue through December 18.  We will 
experience a different children’s book 
each week: “Why the Chimes Rang”, “The 
Camels are Coming!”, “The Christmas 
Cross”, and “Mary’s Treasure Box.”  Class 
begins at 10:00. 
 

Donations are welcome any Monday through 
Thursday from 10-2.  Check out the BAE 
Facebook page for more information. 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

 
 Ladies, if you have any gently used jewelry 
you don't wear anymore and would like to 
donate it to Born Again Emporium, it would 
be greatly appreciated!  
 
See Nancy Evans if you have any jewelry to 
donate. THANKS 

 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
We could not have been more surprised and 
delighted to be recognized at the October 30th 
church service.  The beautiful wall hanging 
signed by all of you and made by Bob Martin will 
be a wonderful addition to our new home.  Our 
hearts and minds are filled with memories of 
our time at First Presbyterian.  Our experience 
here began over 12 years ago when we met 
Susan on the front steps of the church while 
inquiring the time of the service.  We have since 
been exposed to God's love in so many ways.   
We saw first-hand how a small congregation can 
make a big difference in a community. We 
watched two of our grandson's baptized here.  
We learned so much of about God's word 
through the teaching and preaching of Pastor 
Jane, Pastor David and Susan.  We felt the love 
of the congregation in more ways than possible 
to express.  You all will be missed but will 
remain in our hearts and prayers.  Thank you for 
the prayers, love, and kindness shown to us.   

Love 
Jim and Pat 

 
New address: 
6166 Los Felinos 
El Paso, TX 77912 
Cell phones remain the same 
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Jane Istre, David Herrington, Nancy Martin 
 
   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the glasses 

at the end of the service, wash and put away the 

service trays.   We will be using 3 ushers instead 

of 4 for 2016.   If you cannot be at church when it 

is your turn to be in charge of the preparation for 

communion, please call the Elder listed after you 

to prepare the communion in your place and ask 

one of the other Elders to serve in your place. 

Those who serve communion also collect the 

offering and should ask for a back-up before the 

service if you will not be able to collect the 

offering.  Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne 

Herrington, Alan Ford, Gloria Hurta, Hoyt Johnson. 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
ATTENTION ALL SINGERS: 

 
Choir Practice Began on Sunday, October 2nd 
at 9:15 am.  Come and learn the music for 
Advent and Christmas! 

 
 

 
 

========================================= 
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On the Lighter Side 

 
Snoopy's Creation Story 

 
• On the first day of creation, God created the dog. 

 
• On the second day, God created man to serve the 

dog. 
 

• On the third day, God created all the animals of the 
earth to serve  

as potential food for the dog. 
 

• On the fourth day, God created honest toil so that 
man could labor for 
the good of the dog. 

 
• On the fifth day, God created the tennis ball so that 

the dog might or 
might not retrieve it. 

 
• On the sixth day, God created veterinary science to 

keep the dog healthy 
and the man broke. 

 
• On the seventh day, God tried to rest, but God had to 

walk the dog. 
_______ 

 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session 
met on October 26, 2016 
 
Pastor Jane Johnson reported that she and 
David will be at Mo Ranch the weekend of 
November 6.  Rev. Jackie Saxon will preach 
and preside over Communion.  Pastor Jane had 
the privilege of being the first Pastor asked to 
pray at the Smithville City Council meeting in 
October.  Pastor Jane will preach at the 
Community Thanksgiving Service at St. Paul 
Catholic Church on November 20. 
 
Elder Bill Slette’s Letter of Resignation from 
Session was read. 
 
Building and Grounds submitted a Bid from Jeff 
Johnson Construction for repairs to the Church 
fascia and crown molding and repair to the 
front columns and railing.  Session approved 
the bid.   Work will be completed in November.  
 

Elder Susan Guedry reported the Worship 
Committees plans for All Saints Day and 
Advent.  See listing in another article in this 
newsletter. 
 
Session approved the goal of $300 for the JOY 
offering in December.  Elder Jane Istre 
reposted that $178.00 was collected for the 
Peace and Global Witness offering on October 
2. 
 
The Nominating Committee is working on a 
slate of Officers for the Class of 2018 and 2019.   
Please give prayerful consideration to requests 
from this committee to serve First Presbyterian 
Church – Smithville. 

 
++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Good to see that dress codes were relaxed 
even then for outdoor meetings! 

 
 

 
 
 
Contributed by David Herrington –  
 
************************************************ 
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Women’s Bible Study has begun a new study 
entitled “Who is Jesus?”  Join us in the 
Fellowship Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 5:30 pm.  Our next meeting is 
November 9th.  We enjoy fellowship, food 
and fun, as well as study and meditation. 
 

 

 
During Advent (beginning November 27), 
we will have a “reverse” Advent calendar.  
Each family will receive a large paper bag in 
which to place items needed by the Food 
Pantry.  You will add one item each day in 
Advent.  These items will be day in Advent.  
These items will be donated to the 
Smithville Food Pantry. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

“Camp Noah” Helps Lift 

Up Children in Disaster 

Areas 
 

 

The past couple of years Mission Presbytery has been 

hit by a series of natural disasters, literally from one 

end to the other.  Since January 2015, at least sixteen 

counties in our presbytery have been designated as 

disaster areas by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, and several other counties have sustained 

damage that did not rise to the level of a federal 

declaration.   

With help from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA), we have been supporting disaster recovery 

wherever possible.  This summer, some of that 

support was directed to a ministry for some of the 

most vulnerable disaster survivors—the children.   

Two disaster areas, multiple disasters 

In May-June of last year (2015), and again in 

October-November, the Blanco River area was 

devastated by two flash floods of record proportions.  

Several lives were lost, and even now two children 

remain missing.  From Blanco and Wimberley 

downstream to San Marcos and Martindale, hundreds 

of homes were severely damaged or destroyed.  

Some of the same areas were affected by additional 

flooding in the spring of this year.  The floods almost 

always came suddenly, often in the middle of the 

night.   

Since 2009, Bastrop County has been affected by a 

remarkable series of disasters.  There have been three 

major wildfires, including the most destructive 

home-loss fire in Texas history (some 1600 homes, 

third-largest in the U.S.) and, in less than two years, 

four occurrences of flash flooding, river flooding and 

windstorms of disaster proportion.   

Imagine the effect of these events on children, in 

particular: 

 sudden evacuation, sometimes in a matter of 

minutes and in the dark of night 

 entrapment by rising water, sometimes 

leading to harrowing water rescues 
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 not knowing for hours, days, even weeks if 

they would still have a home to which they 

could return 

 loss of treasured personal belongings, family 

pets, even friends or family members 

 living in temporary quarters for extended 

periods 

 uncertainty about when the family might be 

able to repair or replace their home 

 stress on the entire family of losing home, 

transportation or means of livelihood 

     

What is Camp Noah?  

Camp Noah is a nationally acclaimed preparedness 

and resiliency day camp for elementary children in 

communities impacted by disaster. Camp Noah 

provides a safe, caring and fun environment where 

children build resiliency skills within the familiarity 

of their own communities, using a proven curriculum 

designed to help children process their disaster 

and/or trauma experience through creative activities 

and play. In this safe and supportive setting, children 

are encouraged to face their fears, grieve their losses, 

identify and share their unique gifts and talents, and 

plan for an amazing future.  Camp Noah is owned 

and operated on a national basis by Lutheran Social 

Service of Minnesota, and has a small staff based in 

St. Paul, Minnesota.  (For more information, see 

www.campnoah.org.)  

Over the course of five days, each Camp Noah 

participant receives approximately $150 worth of 

materials, including a personal emergency 

preparedness backpack.  Each Camp Noah session 

involves a large, well-trained staff.  Including the 

materials, cost is $20,000 per session.  

Camp Noah in Mission Presbytery 

Mission Presbytery obtained grants of $10,000 each 

from PDA to help support the two camps, in San 

Marcos, Texas, and in the downstream area of 

Staples and Martindale.  These camps were attended 

by 36 campers and 44 campers, respectively.  The 

PDA grants were matched with funds raised by First 

Presbyterian Church of San Marcos.  In addition, the 

San Marcos church provided substantial volunteer 

and logistical support for both camps, including food, 

housing for the Camp Noah staff, and bus 

transportation for many campers. 

Also in July, an additional camp serving 50 campers 

was held in Bastrop, Texas.  A $10,000 PDA grant 

was matched by funds from the Bastrop Christian 

Ministerial Alliance, the Bastrop County Long-Term 

Recovery Team, and the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.  The Bastrop Church of Christ 

provided the site for the camp, with ample, 

comfortable space both indoors and outdoors.  

These camps were truly community, ecumenical 

efforts supported by a diverse mix of organizations 

and individuals.  

 

  

Informal feedback on the Camp Noah sessions in 

Mission Presbytery has been very positive, echoing 

the types of findings reported by the Wilder 

organization.   For example, here are some excerpts 

from the July 14, 2016, newsletter of the Blanco 

River Regional Recovery Team (“BR3T”):  

As this is the last week of Camp Noah in the 

BR3T area, it is important to reflect back on 

not only the Camp Noah recovery process, 

but children in disasters in general.  Talking 

to the adult staff and instructors who have 

worked with the children during this week 

long camps it is hard to not be impressed with 

the impact these camps have had in San 

Marcos, Martindale and now Wimberley. 

In many ways, children are more resilient 

than adults in processing stresses that weaken 

many adults. Yet at the same time children 

are more vulnerable and dependent upon the 

security systems or lifelines in their 

lives.  Helping these children process the 

conflicting stress, fears and other emotions 

that these children feel is essential to the long 

term recovery process of BR3T 

communities.  A common description that 

campers in the first camp had was the San 

Marcos Community Center was there (sic) 

http://www.campnoah.org/
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“Safe Place” following the flood.  Many of 

the areas of their lives that they looked to for 

security had been disrupted.  They saw their 

homes damaged, family lives disrupted and 

people they looked up to fearful of what was 

going to happen. Camp Noah was able to help 

them move past these disruptions, name those 

fears and move past the trauma of these 

disasters. 

One of the staff members shared a story of 

how a local child transformed over the week 

and went from one who would not talk on 

Monday to standing up and being a leader of 

the camp on the last day.  … 

One of the other staff members shared his 

observations of the group of 6
th

 graders he 

was working with.  As they discussed their 

fears and anxieties, he observed more than 

60% of them were significantly traumatized 

by the Flood events. They talked about what 

happened that night, what they lost and two 

even talked about how they re-experience 

those feelings again. This staff member had 

worked with this same age group before as an 

AmeriCorps volunteer in Connecticut and 

was impressed with how these children 

opened up. 

Simply stated, Camp Noah works because it 

provides a safe, caring and fun environment 

using a proven curriculum designed to help 

children process their experiences.  Children 

are encouraged to identify, name and face 

their fears, grieve their losses and then move 

on.  Camp Noah also helps these children 

identify and share their unique gifts and 

talents and plan for their future. Participants 

leave with skills for dealing with traumatic 

events, a personal backpack filled with 

emergency supplies and a handmade blanket 

to serve as a physical reminder of what they 

learned.  

And finally, my personal observations on two brief 

visits to Camp Noah, in progress, in Bastrop:   

All the children were actively engaged, and 

appeared to be having a good time—at rest or 

in motion.  They were all hugging, or very 

close to, the handmade blankets they were 

given.   

Each Camp Noah involved the active support 

of approximately twenty local volunteers, 

some from local church congregations, and 

many who were mental health professionals.  

In Bastrop, I know that most of the local 

volunteers were affected by one or more of 

the disasters of recent years—either directly 

or indirectly through impact on friends, 

family or coworkers.  Significantly, the 

volunteers with whom I spoke agreed that the 

camp was having the desired effects on the 

campers, but they also told me the camp was 

having a transformative effect on them.  I 

understand the situation was much the same 

in the other camps, as well.  

PDA at work in Mission Presbytery 

Camp Noah is just another way in which PDA has 

supported disaster recovery in Mission Presbytery.  

Over the past several years, PDA has supplied 

essential equipment, including shower trailers, and 

experienced national volunteers and response team 

members to help set up volunteer host sites and 

provide emotional and spiritual care for those 

working with disaster survivors. Most notably, PDA 

assistance after last year’s spring floods enabled John 

Knox Ranch to begin the summer camp schedule 

with adequate cooking and shower facilities.   

Remember, almost one-third of your net offerings 

to One Great Hour of Sharing go to support PDA! 

Alan Ford 

Acting Disaster Preparedness Coordinator 

Mission Presbytery 

Bastrop, Texas 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                                                      1       
All Saints’ 
Day 
BAE 10-2 
                 

2 
 
 

BAE 10-2 
 

Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 

  

                  3 
 
 

BAE 10-2 
Mason Morris 

 

                 4 
 
 

BAE 9-2 
 
World 
Community 
Day 

                 5              
Choir 

Retreat 9 am 

BAE 9-2 

                             6   
25th Sunday after 
Pentecost   
32 Sunday in 
Ordinary Time             
Worship at 11 
All Saints’Day 
celebration 
Communion 
Covered Dish Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  
FOOD PANTRY 

 
Chrisian and Citizen 
Daylight saving time ends 

                   7 
 

              8     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Election 
Day 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 
 
5:30 
Women’s 
Bible Study 

10 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               11 
 
 
 
 
John 
Saunders 

 
 
 
Veterans 
Day 

               12 

                   13 
26th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 
 

 
Caregiver Sunday 

               14 
 
 
Hunter Bell 

 
 
 
 
 

              15 
 
LaVerne 
Herrington 
Heidi Erwin 

 

             16 
 

 
 

Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 
 
5:30 Session 

Meeting 

                17 
 

 
 
 
 

               18 
 
Tom Morris 

   
 

                 19 

                            20 
Christ the King/Reign 
of Christ 
Worship at 11 

 
Community 
Thanksgiving Service  
6 pm at St. Paul 
Catholic Church 

21 
 
 

              22 

 
 

               23   
 

Esther 
Schlortt 

 
 

Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 
 
 

               24    
Mary Boord 

 
 

 
 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

       25 
 
Wayne King 

 
 
 
 

              26      
 
Crystal 
Hernanez 

 

                             27 
1st Sunday in Advent 
Worship at 11 
 
LaVerne & David 
Herrington 

 
 
 

               28 
 
 
Jeri Winslett 
Tess 
Gosselink 

 
 
 
 
                         

             29             30 
 
Harleigh 
Herrington-
Altmeyer 

 
 
Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 
 
 

                 
 
 
                    
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


