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First
Presbyterian
Church, 300 Burleson,

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School — 10 am

Smithville, TX Fellowship in Library
Newsletter 9:45-10:45 am
— Coffee and refreshments
’ l served

Worship Service - 11 am

Pastor’s Remarks — Rev. Jane C. Johnson

It’s the time in the Church year when we begin to look ahead. A new Church
year begins at Advent - the last Sunday in November this year. New Church officers
will be called. What does God have planned for us in this coming year?

With our planning, we have not had a formal stewardship campaign in several
years, believing that most of us are doing what we can to support the work of our local
church. But we do need to consider what it costs to keep our building well-
maintained, what it costs to do ministry both in our church family and in our
community. There are lots of things we can do to support the church, and we do. But
sometimes it takes more than our time and our talents. Sometimes it takes our
money.

Nobody likes to talk about it. Nobody likes to ask for it. But we do need to
consider it. The committees will be submitting their budgets soon. | am convinced
that God will provide for this church as He has so wonderfully in the past. Still, if our
hearts are in this church, our dollars should be, too. Don’t give until it hurts. Give until
it feels right! And then we will give God the glory for the blessing of being able to
continue the good things we are doing.

You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don't give
reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. 2

Corinthians 9:7

Blessings and peace, Jane
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Church Leadership

Pastor - Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293
Email - capertoné@austin.rr.com

Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930
Music Director - Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319
Worship Committee - Chairperson, Elder Susan
Guedry 512.360.4930

Mission & Outreach Committee - Elder Leah
Saunders - member

Building & Grounds - Co-Chair Persons - Elder Jane
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer

Christian Formation - Co-Chairpersons - Elders Jim
and Deacon Pat McLaughlin

Fellowship & Nurture - Deacon Moderator Kathy
Ford

Session Members - Susan Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer,
Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David Herrington,
Leah Saunders

Board of Deacons - Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer
Custodian - Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880

Web Site - www.fpcsmithville.org - Kathy Ford
512.321.4132
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Welcome

Church Attendance October 2015
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon

Smithville Food Pantry
From Dorothy Dillovw

B
October 2015

Date [ Clients | Family New | Family
Members Members

10/7 94 234 1 2

10/14 | 106 235 0

10/21 | 106 239 0

10/28 | 107 246 1 1

Total | 413 715 2 3

Date | Members | Regular | New Total
Visitors | Visitors

10/4 | 31 31

10/11 | 36 1 37

10/18 | 26 1 1 28

10/25 | 26 26

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on
First Sunday and place them in the basket at the
covered dish luncheon. There will also be
envelopes available if you prefer to give money.
The Food Pantry can purchase food from the
Capital Area Food Bank much more economically
than you can purchase it at the store, so please
consider giving by check/cash. If you have
questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon.

J\J\J\ﬁmi
Choir
Choir practice is on Sundays, at

9:30. Got questions? See Lisa
Maresh.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY. BRING FLOWERS FOR
CHURCH WINDOWS

NOVEMBER 1, DEACON MEETING FOLLOWING LUNCH

NOVEMBER 11, 5:30 PM - WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
NOVEMBER 18, 5:30 PM - SESSION MEETING

NOVEMBER 22 - COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE,
METHODIST CHURCH - 6 PM - Father Pius from St.
Paul's Catholic Church will preach. The offering
will go to the Smithville Ministerial

Association. There will be a Community Choir
for this event.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session met on
October 28, 2015

Elder Alan Ford, Elder Commissioner for the October
Presbytery Meeting on October 23 & 24™, submitted
a report on the highlights of the gathering, as
explained by Pastor Jane. The most significant
action taken was First Presbyterian San Antonio
being put under administrative commission. Alan
with the help of Kathy conducted a workshop on
disaster assistance prior to the business meeting.

The Community Thanksgiving Service will be hosted
by the Methodist Church on Sunday, November 22,
2015.

The Worship Committee will be planning the
Christmas Eve Service, more details to follow.

The Nominating Committee will be meeting soon to
fill the Slate of Officers for the Class of 2018. A
slate of 3 Elders, 1 for the Class of 2016, to fulfill
Janet Stephens’s unexpired term and 2 for the Class
of 2018. A slate of 5 Deacons, 2 for the Class of
2016, 1 for the Class of 2017 and 2 for the Class of
2018. Please keep the committee in prayer and
those who will serve as Church Officers over the
next 3 years.

The Congregational Meeting to elect church Officers
will be held the 1** Sunday of December, following
the worship service.

The Joint Elder and Deacon Dinner and Meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, December 13 location to be
determined.

COMMUNION SCHEDULE

November

Nancy Martin, David Herrington, Leah Saunders,
Esther Schlortt

The first person listed will bring the bread,
prepare the communion table, pick up the
glasses at the end of the service, wash and put
away the service trays.

If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to
be in charge of the preparation for communion,
please call the Elder listed after you to prepare
the communion in your place and ask one of the
other Elders to serve in your place. Those who
serve communion also collect the offering and
should ask for a back-up before the service if
you will not be able to collect the offering.
Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne Herrington,
Alan Ford, Sammye Hodges, Jane Istre, Gloria
Hurta, Dorothy Dillon, Doug Lancaster and Kelly
Hubley.

(o)
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Make the Connection

Youth Sunday School class meets at
10:00. Come join us as we study the
Super Heroes of the New Testament.
Pat McLaughlin will prepare the lessons
and lead the class. NOTE: NO CLASS ON
NOVEMBER 1°",
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

v

Our group study of "Come to the Waters"
written by Judy Record Fletcher began in
September. We will meet in the Fellowship
Hall on the 2" Wednesday of the month at
5:30 PM, September to May. Come join us
for good food, study, and fellowship at our
next meeting on November 11,

&

aourt SUNDAY ScHool

With Susan Guedry

On September 20th we began a 12-week study
of Christian History. We are using the book
“Christian History Made Easy."” This is a study
of the church from 30AD through the present
time. We will stop on November 29th to do
an Advent study on the book "Why This
Jubilee?” We will discuss Christmas songs. In
January we will continue the history of the
church.

In 2016 we will also study C.S. Lewis'
"Chronicles of Narnia” series with emphasis
not only on the book "The Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe”, but also on the BBC
production of the movie. We will also focus
on the book "Bringing Narnia Home - Lessons
from the Other Side of the Wardrobe" by
Devin Brown.

Another study in 2016 will be "You'll Get
Through This" by Max Lucado. All of these
materials were purchased from a fund given
in memory of L.D. Clark by his family.

Join us at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall--it's
not your typical Sunday School!

orn Again

® . Emporium
s

BORN AGAIN EMPORIUM NEWS

BAE has been working hard to support
those residents who have lost their homes
in the Lost Pines fires. Be sure to clean out
your closets and cabinets and donate for a
way to help these folks. Our next time to
work will be in January 2016. Remember,
you can work anytime, not just when it is
our Church time. Drop by and see if help is
needed! Here is information from Jan
regarding disbursements thus far:

Dear All,

Please find attached a list of all the
disbursements the BAE has made. Many of
my volunteers and parishioners have asked
where our money is going, so | thought |
would send this info to our church bulletin.
Maybe you would like to do the same. It will
also be posted at the BAE.

Blessings,

Jan

(Continued on page 5
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Thanks to your donations and the hard work of volunteers
from 9 Smithville Churches, The Born Again Emporium was
able to make the following disbursements.

April 7, 2015, $17,250 to the following organizations

Combined Community Action (Meals on Wheels)
Smithville Food Pantry

Smithville Police Association

Angels Unaware Ministry

Smithville Community Clinic

Mission U-Too

Lost Pines Artisans Alliance (Empty Bowl Project)

July 6, 2015, $10,775 to the following organizations:

The Neighbor Place at Hart's Chapel
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
New Horizons Respite

August 2015, $5,000 emergency funding for flood victims to:
Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team

October 2015, $21,500 to the following organizations:
Smithville VVolunteer Fire Dept.
Smithville Education Foundation
Angels Unaware Ministry
Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team

Grand total disbursed: $54,525.
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Information from Susan Guedry:

We will be creating a Jesse Tree for

Advent. This is a way to link Old Testament
and New Testament. There is a sheet of five
ornaments. Color and decorate in any way you
wish. Be creative. Each week an ornament
will be added to the tree in the

Sanctuary. Please attach a piece of yarn or
hanger of sorts to your ornament. You can
copy from the last page of the Newsletter or
cardstock copies will be available at the
church.

Note from Alan Ford:
Important Information from PDA

Anyone that had even minor damage caused by the
rains and floods should register with FEMA. If a
homeowner registers and later discovers more
extensive damage, he/she is eligible to update their
FEMA claim. Also, if it is discovered that some
problems arose from contaminated water, or mold,
and FEMA offers assistance, only those who
registered will qualify. | think it is important that our
congregations share this information with their
members. Two ways to register with

FEMA: Phone: 800-621-FEMA, or register online
at http://www.disasterassistance.gov
Blessings and Thanks,

Rick

Rick Turner

Rick Turner

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Associate for Disaster Response (U.S.)

INFORMATION FROM Harleigh Herrington-
Altmeyer

Need Help Before the Holidays? The
Deacons are Available to Assist You!

We are here for you! If you need some help
with wrapping presents, addressing holiday
cards, or putting up interior decorations please
let me or your deacon know. Please offer a
few different days/times that would work for
you!

| will be available for help on the following
weekends:

Frit%iay, November 13" and Saturday, November
14

Friday, November 20"

Friday, December 4", Saturday, December 5%,
and Sunday, December 6"

Friday, December 11t Saturday, December
12", and Sunday, December 13"

Frit%iay, December 18" and Saturday, December
19

I will also have a signup sheet in the Narthex
with the dates and times available. Please give
me a call if you have any questions or would
like to help me in helping others: 512-749-5564
Please do NOT ask that outside decorations be
done, as this is an activity we will not be
attempting!

Update from Jim McLaughlin:

The formation of a Men's Bible study group is
still on hold. We are waiting on the return of
Mark McNeese from visiting his family in
Colorado. He has offered to assist us in this
effort.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
All Saints’ Day
Worship at 11
Communion
Covered Dish
Luncheon
Deacon Mtg 1:00

Christian &
Citizen

3

Mason
Morris

=

Election
Day

4

World Community
Day

7

8
24" Sunday
after Pentecost
32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11

Caregiver Sunday

10

11

Veterans
Day
Women'’s
Bible Study
5:30

12

13

14
Hunter
Bell

=

15
25" Sunday
after Pentecost
33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11

=

LaVerne
Herrington

16

17

18

Tom Morris

=

Session Mtg.
5:30

19

20

21

22
Christ the
King/Reign of
Christ

Worship at 11

23

Esther
Schlortt

=

24

Mary
Boord

25

Wayne
King

26
Crystal Hernandez

27

LaVerne & David
Herringon

A
~/\Mv@r§;mv .
)

28

Tess
Gosselink
Jeri Nell
Winslett

=

29
1** Sunday of
Advent

Worship at 11

30

Harleigh
Herrington-
Altmeyer

=
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