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The  
first pastor said, "You know, since Fall started, I've _____ 

 

Ever the Same, Yet Ever New 

 
 

 

THE STORY OF THE JESSE TREEJesse was the father of the great King David of the Old Testament. He is 

often considered the first person in the genealogy of Jesus.  So the Jesse Tree is a tree or branch decorated with 

symbols representing the stories of people in Jesus' family tree or of prophecies made about Jesus. It is based on 

Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” The 

custom has been used for many years to help Christians to prepare for Christmas by retelling the Bible story 

from Creation to the Incarnation.  
 

In Church art a design developed showing the relationship of Jesus with Jesse and other biblical personages. 

This design showed a branched tree growing from a reclining figure of Jesse. The various branches had pictures 

of other Old and New Testament figures who were ancestors of Jesus. The first Jesse trees were large carvings, 

tapestries or even stained glass windows.  At the top of the tree were figures of Mary and Jesus.  You can find 

this design in stained glass windows in some of the great medieval cathedrals of Europe, such as the cathedral 

of Chartres, which has a particularly beautiful Jesse Tree window. 
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Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
 
Worship Service - 11 am 

 

Church Leadership 
Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson 

- 512.608.4293   Email - 
caperton6@austin.rr.com              

Clerk of Session - Nancy 
Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 
512.308.7319  
Session Members – Susan 
Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, Nancy 
Martin, David Herrington, 
Leah Saunders, Bill Slette, 
Jane Istre 
 Worship - Elder Susan 
Guedry  
 Mission Outreach – 
Elder Leah Saunders 
 Church Administration  
Elder Jane Istre  
 Christian Formation – 
Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 Fellowship & Nurture– 
Elder David  Herrington & 
Elder Bill Slette 
 Nominating Committee  
Elder Nancy Martin & Elder 
Leah Saunders 
 Custodian – Anna 
Hernandez 512.237.3880 
          Web Site – 
www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy 
Ford 

Message from Pastor Jane: 
 
 School’s almost out!  And vacation plans are getting made.  I 

hope you’re including Sunday worship at FPC as a part of your 

summer.  We’ll be here every Sunday morning.  By popular request, our 

Summer Sermon Series is going to be a Summer of Stories.  Come and 

get re-acquainted with some of the people who inhabit those Bible 

stories.  Perhaps you’ll even meet some for the first time.  I’m looking 

forward to this challenge, and hope you will, too. 

The great thing about the stories that are recorded in the Bible is 

that they’re more than just ancient literature.  Often, with just a little 

adjustment for time travel, they could just as easily take place today.  It’s 

always interesting to listen to these stories and figure out where we 

would fit in them, and how they are relevant to us, even now. 

And if there’s a particular Bible story that you would like to hear 

again or learn more about, let me know and I’ll see if we can work them 

in. 

It’s always fun to plan for the summer, and that includes what’s 

going on here at First Presbyterian in Smithville.  So make sure 

Sundays at church are on your vacation agenda! 

See you soon! 

Blessings and peace, Jane 

Do not absent yourself from your own assemblies, as some do, 

but encourage each other. . . Hebrews 10:25a. 
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that “God so loved the world He gave His only 

begotten Son.” stor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled many 
positions and dedicated many hours to the 
church: 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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 Church Attendance April 2016 
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 

 

 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

4/3 26   26 

4/10 21   21 

4/17 24   24 

4/24 25 1 1 27 

     

Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 

 
 

April 2016 
Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

4/6 79 87 0 0 

4/13 101 237 5 8 

4/20 89 210 2 3 

4/27 106 225 2 4 

Total 375 759 9 15 
 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on First 
Sunday and place them in the basket at the covered dish 
luncheon.  There will also be envelopes available if you 
prefer to give money. The Food Pantry can purchase 
food from the Capital Area Food Bank much more 
economically than you can purchase it at the store, so 
please consider giving by check/cash.  If you have 
questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Don’t forget – Sunday, May 15 is 

Pentecost Sunday– Wear red! 
 

 
 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 

Elvis Presley Cake 
1 pkg. yellow cake mix, any brand 

 
Mix according to directions and bake in 9”x13” 

pan. 
 

In a sauce pan, bring to a boil and let simmer 5 
minutes: 
2 c. sugar 

1 med. can crushed pineapple 
 

Punch holes in hot cake and pour pineapple mix 
over hot cake. Cool. 

 
 Combine ingredients below & ice cake:  
 

 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese - room temp. 
1 box powdered sugar 
1 stick butter, melted 

1 cup chopped toasted pecans 
 

Made by Esther Schlortt for WBS 
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SIX TINY STORIES "WITH 

"GREAT MEANINGS" 
 

Contributed by Pat McLaughlin 

 
 

{1} Once all villagers decided to 
pray for rain, on the Day of prayer 
all the people gathered, but only 

one boy came with an umbrella. 
That's FAITH 

 

{2} When you throw a baby in 
the air, she laughs 

because she knows you will catch 
her. 

That's TRUST 

 

{3} Every night we go to bed, 

without any assurance of 
being alive the next morning but 

still we set the alarms to 

wake up. 
That's HOPE 

 

{4} We plan big things for 

tomorrow in spite of zero 

knowledge of the future. 
That's CONFIDENCE 

 

{5} We see the world suffering, 

but still we get married and have 
children. 

That's LOVE 
 

{6} On an old man's shirt was 

written a sentence “I am 

not 90 years old.... 

I am sweet 16 with 74  
years’ experience.” 

That's ATTITUDE 
 

Six tiny stories! 

Have a good week 

 
 

May you always have love to 
share, health to spare and friends 

who care... 
 

May 2016 
David Herrington, Bill Slette, Leah Saunders 

June 2016 
Bill Slette, Leah Saunders, Lisa Altmeyer 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the glasses 

at the end of the service, wash and put away the 

service trays.   We will be using 3 ushers instead 

of 4 for 2016.   If you cannot be at church when it 

is your turn to be in charge of the preparation for 

communion, please call the Elder listed after you 

to prepare the communion in your place and ask 

one of the other Elders to serve in your place. 

Those who serve communion also collect the 

offering and should ask for a back-up before the 

service if you will not be able to collect the 

offering.  Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne 

Herrington, Alan Ford, Gloria Hurta, Jim 

McLaughlin, Pat McLaughlin, Hoyt Johnson. 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
News fromSusan Guedry 

 

The Adult Sunday school class is doing a 6-week 
study of Max Lucado’s book "You'll Get Through 
This".  No class on May 15 or 22.  The study ends 
on June 12.  Stay tuned to see what we will do 
next. Any suggestions would be appreciated! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR May/June 
 

Sunday, May 8 – Mother’s Day - Baptism of Cora 
“Bella” Williams, daughter of Cory Hurta Williams 
and Shafter Williams  
Wednesday, May 11 –5:30 pm is the last meeting 
until September for the Women’s Bible Study. The 
meal will be potluck, so bring a dish and come 
enjoy the fellowship and worship. 
Sunday, May 15 is Youth Sunday.  Our newest 
members will be leading the service.  We will 
present bibles to graduating Seniors, Julia Grace 
Gosselink and Rachel Boord. It is also Pentecost, so 
wear red 
Friday & Saturday, June 3/4, The June Presbytery 
Meeting will be held at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Austin (just off Mo Pac).  Anyone can 
attend the meetings and it would be a good time to 
see the larger church at work. 
Tuesday, June 28 from 10-7 Born Again Emporium 
is sponsoring a blood drive at the Smithville 
Recreation Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Congregation donated $402.00 for the 
recent One Great Hour of Sharing.  Thank you 
for your giving hearts. 

 
 

************************************************* 

A FROM LISA 
 

Choir will go until the end of May. We will 
resume choir rehearsals in October.   

 
 
 
 

Thought for Today 
 
“Go give to the needy sweet Charity’s bread. 
For giving is living”, the angel said. 
“And must I be giving again and again?” 
My peevish petulant answer ran. 
“Oh no,” said the angel, piercing me through. 
“Just give till the Master stops giving to you.” 
 
 Sent to Pastor Jane by a friend 

 
 =================================  

 

 
 

It is our week to work again at BAE May 9 
through May 14.  Times are Monday through 
Thursday 10-2 and Friday and Saturday 0-2.  
Please help if you can.  We usually need help 
on Saturday.  There will be a signup sheet in 
church on the 8th. 

 
 

BAE is sponsoring a blood drive on Tuesday, 
June 28 from 10-7 at the Smithville Recreation  
Center. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Is your cup Half-Full or Half-Empty? 
  
A pessimist would see it Half Empty;  
an optimist would see it Half Full;  
an enlightened would see it FULL:  
as half full of liquid and half full of air. 

MINUTE FOR MISSIONS 
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MAY 2016 

 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                       1 
6th Sunday of 
Easter 
Communion 
Covered Dish 
Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
FOR FOOD 
PANTRY 
 
Older Adult 
Week Begins – 
Wills Emphasis 

              2                           3 

 
 
 
                 

4  
 

Julia Grace 
Gosselink 

  

                     5 
Acsension of 
the Lord 
Cynde & James 
Sill 

 
National Day of 
Prayer – 
Holocaust 
Remembrence 
Day 

                6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 
Friendship 
Day 

               7 
 
 
Brennen 

Hernandez 
Samuel 

Figueroa  

                 

                       8 
7th Sunday of 
Easter 
Worship at 11 
 
 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day  

9 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               10       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
Lane Saunders 
Michael 
Herrington 

 
 

Women’s 
Bible Study 
5:30 pm 

12 
 
 

 
 

13 
 
Pat 
McLaughlin 

 
 
1001 
Worshiping 
Communities 

14 
 

 
Gwen & Tom 
Morris 

 
Fair Trade 
Day 

                    15 
Day of Pentecost 
Worship at 11 

 Youth Sunday 
 
 
 
Pentecost 
Offering 

               16 
 
Bill Webb 
Kamron 
Saunders 

 
 
 
 
 

               17 
 
 
 

             18 
 

Debbie Hurta 

 
 

 
 

 

                19 
 

 

          20               
Aaron 
Stephens 
Adam 
Johnson 

 
Heidi Erwin 
& Tim Dixon 

 

               21 

 
 
 

                   22 
Trinity Sunday 
Worship at 11 

 
 
 
 
Presbyterian Heritage 
Cross-
Cultural/Intercultual 
Church 

23 
 
Lisa 
Altmeyer 

 

               24 

 
 

                 25 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Session 
Meeting 5:30 

                   26 
 
Beverly Morrell 

 

       27 
 
Ally 
Gosselink 

 
 
 
 
 

              28       
 
 
 
 

                    29 
2nd Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Worship at 11 
 
Invitation 
Sunday 

               30 
Landon 
Dixon 

 
 
Memorial 
Day 
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JUNE 2016 

 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 

                                  
 
 
 
                 

1                     2 
 

 

                3 
Charlie King 

 
Ally & John 
Gosselink 

 

                 4 

                        5 
3rd Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish 
Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
FOR FOOD 
PANTRY  

6 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              7      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 

 
Leah & Scott 
Saunders 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 
Dianna & 
Wayne King 

 

                    12 
4th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Worship at 11 

 
Janis Reibe 

 
 
Disability 
Inclusion 

               13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                14 
 
 
 

             15 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                16 
 

Walter Winslett 

 

          17              
 
 
 

               18 

 
Byron 
Westerman 

 
 
General 
Assembly 
Convenes,  
Portland 

                   19 
5th Sunday after 
Pentecost  
Worship at 11 

 
 

Presbyterian Men;  
Father’s Day 

20 
 
 

              21 

 
 

                 23 
Kathy & Alan 
Ford 

 
Session 
Meeting 5:30 

                   23 
 
 
 

       24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             25 
 
 
 
 
 
General 
Assembly 
Ends 

                    26 
6th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Worship at 11 
 
Carolyn & Bill 
Webb 
Doug & Lori 
Lancaster 
 
Active Life 

               27 
Kelly Hubley 

 
 
 
Jane & 
David 
Johnson

 

              28   
 

      29 
 
 
 
 

                     30     
 Dorothy Dillon 

 
 

     
 
    

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


