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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

 
 

Blessings, Jane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 
Choir Practice – 9:30 am 
Sunday School – All Ages 10 am 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments served 

Worship Service - 11 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 
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 Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512.608.4293    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 
As a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Attendance – May 
Date Members Regular 

Visitors 
Visitors Total 

5/4  
 

   

5/11  
 

   

5/18  
 

   

5/25  
 

   

 
 

    

      

 

 
 

 

 
 

Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - 
Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah Saunders - 
member  
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane 
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim 
and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy 
Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy 
Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt 
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat 
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer  
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 
512.321.4132 

********************** 

 
Church Attendance –April 2015 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

Visitors Total 

4/5 46 10 10 66 

4/12 21 2 0 23 

4/19 17 3 3 23 

4/26 26 2 0 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smithville Food Pantry November 
Report  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 
April 2015 

 

Date 
 
4/1 

Clients 
 
101 

Family 
Members 
239 

New 
Client 
1 

Family 
Members 
2 

4/8 88 193 0 0 

4/15 93 205 1 2 

4/22 120 276 5 17 

4/29 105 241 0 0 

Totals 507 1,154 7 21 

  
 

Please bring your donations on First Sunday and 

place them in the basket at the covered dish 

luncheon.  There will also be envelopes available if 

you prefer to give money. The Food Pantry can 

purchase food from the Capital Area Food Bank 

much more economically than you can purchase it 

at the store, so please consider giving by 

check/cash.  If you have questions, please contact 

Dorothy Dillon. 

-----------------------------------------------------

 
 

From Gwen Morris 
 

 Women’s Bible Study meets the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month, September through May.  The next 
meeting is on Wed., May 13 at 5:30 p.m.  Our 
study for 2014-2915 is entitled “Reconciling Paul – 
a Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by 
Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty.  Please join us for study, 
fellowship and a pot-luck supper in the Fellowship 
Hall, downstairs.  Everyone is welcome!   

 
 

 

 

 

Ma 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance responds to earthquake disaster in 

Nepal 
   

 
The death toll from the massive earthquake in Nepal continues to rise. Nearly 

4,000 are known dead and more than 6,000 were injured when the 7.8 quake 

struck just west of the capital of Kathmandu on April 25. The quake, the worst 

in more than 80 years, along with many serious aftershocks has also caused 

damage in parts of India and Bangladesh.  

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency relief and 

short–term recovery in the impacted areas with our partner, ACT Alliance and 

its members who are already on the ground. Immediate response will help 

provide needed food, water, supplies and medicine to the impacted towns and 

villages. As long term recovery plans are developed, PDA will accompany and 

further financially support our partners in the area to insure that a 

comprehensive recovery is sustained.  

 

The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are once again 

called on to stand in the “GAP” – Give. Act. Pray. 
   

Give: Financial support for relief efforts can be designated to DR999999 with 

reference to Nepal. Gifts can be made online, by phone (800) 872-3283 

weekdays between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. (EST), or checks can be mailed to 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburg, PA 15264-3700. 
 

  
  

Act: Learn how your congregation can help families who have lost everything 

in the devastation. Stay informed and like us on Facebook, download 

resources and share updates with your congregation.  
 

  

Pray: Pray for those who suffered loss of family or those who are working 

tirelessly to provide rescue, humanitarian aid, and spiritual and psychological 

support. 

For more information, visit www.pcusa.org/pda. 

  

Be the presence of God with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for the 

People of Nepal. 
  

  

 
  

  “And after the earthquake….the sound of sheer silence,  

        and a Voice said: ‘what are you doing here?’” (1 Kings 19:12–13) 

http://links.presbyterianchurch.mkt6217.com/ctt?kn=4&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=ODU5NzUyODU0NjES1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.presbyterianchurch.mkt6217.com/ctt?kn=6&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=ODU5NzUyODU0NjES1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.presbyterianchurch.mkt6217.com/ctt?kn=5&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=ODU5NzUyODU0NjES1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.presbyterianchurch.mkt6217.com/ctt?kn=5&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=ODU5NzUyODU0NjES1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.presbyterianchurch.mkt6217.com/ctt?kn=14&ms=MjI1NTI0MjYS1&r=ODU5NzUyODU0NjES1&b=0&j=NTQyODcyODg1S0&mt=1&rt=0
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While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
She has one daughter, Anna Hernandez.  Anna and husband Shawn have 3 children-Brennen, age 
19, Sydney, age 11, and Blake, age 8.  In addition to her grandchildren, Sammye has two grand-
pets: Zoey and Joey.  We are so glad that all of them are active at FPC Smithville (with the 
exception of the grand-pets)! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
First Presbyterian Church Jump Start Pilot Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Upcoming Events and News for April 

 
Women’s Bible Study - 5:30 pm, Wed., Apr. 8 
 

Adult Sunday School will NOT meet on 
Sunday, April 12 – On April 19th we will 
return to the study of “The Story”  
 

Annual Spring Picnic Luncheon – Sunday, April 
12 in Virginia’s garden following Worship 
Service.  Church will provide the meat, 
congregation please bring sides/desserts. 
Deacons will meet after meal. 
 
Mother’s Day Youth Service - Sunday, June 10 – 
recognition of graduate Cade Hurta 
 

Summer Musical - June 22 to June 26.  
Performances on June 27 and June 28 – More 
info to follow……… 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Important Update on Born Again Emporium 
 

Born Again Emporium news:  Our week was a great success!!!  Thanks to everyone who came and 
volunteered their time, energy and items to sell.   We are moving locations this coming week.  Our new 
location is 200 NW Loop 230. ALL donations will now be received at the new location, and, all operations 
will be at the new site.  Anyone who can help with the move this Sunday would be joyfully 
welcomed.  Check with Janet Stephens for details.  The location is excellent AND it is air 
conditioned!     Come by if you see action going on and help us!!  Our next week to work is November 10 – 
15, 10 am to 2 pm. 
 
 

 
 
Jump Start news:  We will begin our Jump Start after school program on October 8th.  The cooking classes 
are first on our list.  Hours for this are 3:00 to 6:00 every Wednesday in our fellowship hall.  Your help is 
always welcomed in this new endeavor.  Please talk to Jane Istre for more information. 
 
 

 
 
Peace Giving Offering news:  This Sunday, October 5th, is our Peace Giving Offering.  Our goal is 
$200.00.  This offering supports the peacemaking ministries of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. nationally and 
globally.  As we gather this Sunday for World Communion Sunday, let us remember our neighbors and 
partners who help us see the transforming cultures of violence into communities of peace. 

 

 
 

Angels Unaware Backpack Offering news:   Samella Williams, founder of Angels Unaware Ministry spoke to 

the Deacons on September 3.  This group collects, assembles and delivers backpacks on Fridays to 
students who are lacking in resources to take home for the weekend. The backpacks come filled with 
nutritious, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. The typical backpack contains a 
variety of food usually including protein and fruit juices. The ministry hands out backpacks filled with food, 
personal care products, school supplies and other necessities.  It is their goal to help these kids who are in 
need of assistance. Currently they are providing the backpacks to 48 students from pre-K through high 
school and anticipate having an increase in needs as the economy continues to be unstable.   A special 
offering for this program will be taken the last 3 Sundays in October.  Kelly Hubley will speak to the 
congregation at those worship services to answer questions about the Angels Unaware backpack program. 

 
 
 

  
       

       
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 

Church Humor 

 

 These sentences actually appeared in church 
bulletins or were announced at church services:   
 
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and 
other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used 
to cripple children.  
 
The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the 
Water." The sermon tonight: "Searching for Jesus."  
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping 
around the house. Bring your husbands.  
 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
 
Miss Charlene Mason sang "I Will Not Pass This 
Way Again," giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation.  
 
For those of you who have children and don't know 
it, we have a nursery downstairs.  
 
Please place your donation in the envelope along 
with the deceased person you want remembered.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

May Communion Schedule 

 
David Herrington, Leah Saunders, Lisa Altmeyer, 

Esther Schlortt 

The first person listed will bring the bread, prepare 
the communion table, pick up the glasses at the end 
of the service, wash and put away the service trays.    

 

   If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to be 
in charge of the preparation for communion, please 
call the Elder listed after you to prepare the 
communion in your place and ask one of the other 
Elders to serve in your place.   Remember that those 
who serve communion are the Ushers for the month 

to collect the offering. Backup Elders:  Nancy Evans, 
Gwen Morris, LaVerne Herrington, Alan Ford, John 

Saunders, Sammye Hodges, Jane Istre, and Nancy 
Martin. 

  
Plan ahead and let everyone know that Summer 
Music Camp  will be Monday, June 22 through Friday, 
June 26.  This year it will be a ½ day camp with the 
exception of Friday.  Times: 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm M-
Th.; Friday, 8:30 am - 3:30 pm (trip to Splash Town 
waterpark).  Performances - Sat. and Sun. June 27 & 
28 - Contact: Lisa Maresh 
 

BORN AGAIN EMPOREUM 

 

We will work at the Born Again Emporium on May 4 
through May 9.  Monday through Thursday we will 
get the store ready by pricing items and filling the 

shelves.  We will work 10 to 2 on those days.  Friday 
and Saturday the store is open from 9 to 2.  We 

especially need workers on those two days.  Anyone 
is welcome to work at the store at any time.  You do 
not have to be a member of a specific congregation 
to work and you can work more than just the week 

your church is in charge. Contact: Susan Guedry 

 

 
TOUR OF THE PAINTED CHURCHES 

Date:  Tuesday, June 9 

Time:  9:00 Leave Church in Smithville 

 10:15 Gather at the Chamber of Commerce in 

Schulenburg 

We will have a guided tour of two churches before 

lunch and two churches after lunch. 

Lunch: Oakridge Smokehouse, LaGrange - Tour 

special is $10.95 for buffet meal with drink, soup, 

dessert, and tip included.  

More info to follow!  Sign-up sheet will be in the 

Narthex. 

Contact: Pat McLaughlin 

 

See how they 
have grown in 
just two 

years! 

SUMMER 
MUSIC CAMP 

IS BACK! 
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 Note from Jane Istre - Pilot Program     Director 

Jump Start   "I've Got Skills" 
 
I would like to sincerely thank all of the members 
of the First Presbyterian Church for supporting 
such a wonderful and necessary program for the 
youth of our community.  I also want to thank 
Nancy Evans for her undying love and support of 
this program every week, as I would not have been 
able to do this without her and the support of 
many of our members. 
 
A special shout out to Tom Morris for his three 
weeks of instruction with the kids and the sewing 
kits he lovingly donated. 
 
Another special shout out to Nancy Martin, our 
banking professional!  And also Kathy Ford for 
supplying a sewing machine and helping with the 
sewing projects, and Dorothy Dillon for her love 
and support as well as Susan Guedry and Jane 
Johnson and Gwen Morris. 
   

We appreciate our Community Leaders and 
Professionals for their interest and dedication to 
young people and their assistance and gifts of 
talents and materials to our program.  By my 
estimation on what was donated by Businesses and 
Individuals is $350.00 
I personally can't "Thank" each and every one of 
you enough for the support and love for this 
program. It has been an EXTREME SUCCESS and 
has impacted these kids and parents more than I 
would have imagined.  I thank God for the 
opportunity to share skills with these young 
people.  And with his help we will continue this 
program for the sake of our youth. 
 
We welcome new ideas to keep our program fresh 
and not too repetitive.  Your ideas and comments 
are encouraged! 
 
If you would like to see a copy of the detailed 
monthly report, please let me know. 

 
In Christ's love, 
Jane Istre 
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NEWS and UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

May 4 to May 9 - Born Again Emporium – Mon. 
through Thursday, pricing items and filling the 
shelves 10 to 2.  Friday and Saturday-store is open 
9 to 2.  Especially need workers on those two 
days. Contact: Susan Guedry 
 

Sunday, May 10, 11 a.m. - Mother’s Day, Youth 
Sunday and recognition of our graduates – Cade 
Hurta and Lane Saunders.  Contact: Susan Guedry 
 

May 10-24 - City-wide diaper drive sponsored by 
the Wesley nurse, United Methodist 
Church.  There will be a box in the narthex 
beginning May 10 through May 24 for all types of 
diapers - preemie through adult.  The diapers will 
be distributed to people and programs throughout 
the area.  Contact: Susan Guedry 
 

Saturday, June 6, 9 a.m. - Work Day – Come and 
help clean the Church for the summer!  Contact: 
Hoyt Johnson 

 

Tuesday, June 9, 9 a.m. - Trip to Painted Churches.     
Contact: Pat McLaughlin (see article on page 4). 
 

Summer Music Camp - June 22-June 26 
Times: 1:00 - 4:00 M-Th.; Friday, 8:30 - 3:30  
Performances - Sat. And Sun. June 27 & 28   
Contact: Lisa Maresh (see article, page 4) 
 

Saturday, August 8 – Back to School Swim and a 
send-off for DJ!  Save the date!  Contact: Hoyt 
Johnson 
 

Saturday, August 15, 2015.  Ladies: Save the date!  
Fall Gathering will be at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Seguin beginning at 9:30.  We will car 
pool from the church.  Contact:  Gwen Morris 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session met 
on April 22, 2015. 
 
The One Great Hour of sharing Offering taken on 
Easter Sunday came in at $485.00, our Goal was 
$400.  Thank you to everyone!!! 
 
Susan Guedry has agreed to be the BAE 
coordinator for FPC Smithville, taking Janet 
Stephens place.  Thank you Janet for all your  
hard work in getting this successful project off to 
such a great start!! 
 
The Nominating Committee will be contacting 
members of the Congregation to fill the vacancy 
on the Session due to the resignation of Janet 
Stephens.  Please give it some prayerful thought 
if you are contacted. 
 
Session voted to give a scholarship to any of the 
youth wanting to attend Summer Camp at either 
John Knox or Mo Ranch. 
 
Tristyn Herrington-Altmeyer, Sophie Morgan and 
Lydia Johnson have agreed to help with the 
Worship Service on Mother’s Day, May 10.  Bibles 
will be presented to graduating Seniors Cade 
Hurta and Lane Saunders that Sunday, also. 
 
The training, Installation and Ordination of New 
Officers will be held once an Elder has been 
elected to fulfill the term left vacant by Janet 
Stephens moving to Midland. 
 
We will miss you Janet. Thank you for all you 
have done the past few years!!! 

 
 

CORRECTION TO 2015 DIRECTORY: 
 

TAYLOR, Kevin & Cathy 
246 Woodlands Dr 
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May 2015 

 
 

 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                         
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

              1 
 
May 
Friendship 
Day 

           2 
 

                      3 
5th Sunday of 
Easter 

Service 11 am 
Communion 
Covered Dish Lunch 

4 
Julia Grace 
Gosselink 

 
 

                 5             

 
Cynde & Jim 

Sill 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
Brennan 

Hernandez 

 
 
National 
Day of 
Prayer 

                8 9 
 
 
 
 

Fair 
Trade 
Day 

10 
6th Sunday of Easter 

Service 11 am 

 
Kathy & Mike Maney 
 
Youth Sunday 
Mother’s Day 
Honoring Graduates 

11              
Michael 

Herrington 
Lane Saunders 

 
 

 

                  12 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                       13 
 

Pat McLaughlin 

 
 

 
5:30 Women’s 
Bible Study – Pot 
Luck Supper 

              14   
 

Ascension of 
the Lord 

 
Gwen & Tom 
Morris 

           15 

 
Kathleen & 

Richard 
Bennatt 

         16 
Bill 

Webb 
Kamron 

Saunders 

 

                   17 
7th Sunay of Easter 

Service 11 am 

 

18 
 

Debbie Hurta 

 
 

                  19           
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                     20 
Aaron Stephens 
Adam Johnson 

 

 
Heidi Erwin & Tim 

Dixon 
Session Mtg 

21 
 
 

         22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1001 
Worshiping 
Communities 

         23   
Lisa 

Altmeyer 

 
 
 

 

                        24 
Day of Pentecost 

Service 11 am 
 
 
Pentecost Offering  

                25 
 
 
 
Memorial 
Day 

                  26 
Beverly Morrell 

 

27         
Ally Gosselink 

 
 
 
 

 

             28 
 
 
 

        29    
   

          30 
Landon 
Dixon 

 

31 
Trinity Sunday 
 
 
 
 
Multicultural Church 

       

31        
Trinity Sunday 

Service 11 am 
 
 

Multicultural Church 

 


