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Ch urch Mice  
 

Three pastors met and were talking over conditions at their churches. The 
first pastor said, "You know, since Fall started, I've been having 

trouble with mice in my church. I've tried everything - noise, cats, spray 
- nothing seems to scare them away." 

 
The second pastor said, "Yeah, my church too. There are hundreds of them 
living in the church basement. I've set traps and even called in an expert 

exterminator. Nothing has worked so far." 
 

The third pastor said, "I've had the same problem. So I baptized all mine 
and made them members of the church. Haven't seen one of them since! 

_____ 
 

Ever the Same, Yet Ever New 

 
 

 

THE STORY OF THE JESSE TREEJesse was the father of the great King David of the Old Testament. He is 

often considered the first person in the genealogy of Jesus.  So the Jesse Tree is a tree or branch decorated with 

symbols representing the stories of people in Jesus' family tree or of prophecies made about Jesus. It is based on 

Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” The 

custom has been used for many years to help Christians to prepare for Christmas by retelling the Bible story 

from Creation to the Incarnation.  
 

In Church art a design developed showing the relationship of Jesus with Jesse and other biblical personages. 

This design showed a branched tree growing from a reclining figure of Jesse. The various branches had pictures 

of other Old and New Testament figures who were ancestors of Jesus. The first Jesse trees were large carvings, 

tapestries or even stained glass windows.  At the top of the tree were figures of Mary and Jesus.  You can find 

this design in stained glass windows in some of the great medieval cathedrals of Europe, such as the cathedral 

of Chartres, which has a particularly beautiful Jesse Tree window. 
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Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
 
Worship Service - 11 am 
 

Message from Pastor Jane: 
Alleluia!  The Lord is Risen! 

 

            Easter is coming!  Even though every Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection, Easter Sunday is 
special.  It is the day when we break through the reflections of the Lenten season and greet one another 
with the good news.  The Lord is Risen!   
 
            As is our custom, we will gather on that day to worship in our sanctuary at 11:00 a.m.  Plan to join 
with Christians around the world as we rejoice in this great day. 
 
            When I was a young girl, the most important thing about Easter was the new outfit - dress, hat, 
purse, gloves, and shoes - I knew I would get.  A close second was the candy and the egg hunts.  I loved 
going to church because everyone had new clothes and the church always looked so pretty with all the lilies 
and the choir always sang something special. 
 
            Well, the new outfit that would be my special dress-up outfit for the rest of the summer soon was 
just another dress, and we usually ate more candy than we should, and our egg hunts lasted until the last 
egg was too disgusting to handle any longer.  The next week in church, everything would be back to the 
usual schedule.  After all, the news of Jesus being raised from the dead wasn’t that surprising to us. 
           
   Over the years, I’ve come to appreciate what really GOOD NEWS the women came running to tell 
the disciples.  I’ve come to appreciate their excitement.  When life throws us a nasty curve, or we face 
disappointment or loss, when nothing seems to be working out, that’s when I most need to be reminded 
that “The Lord is Risen!”  After his conversion, the Apostle Paul wanted more than anything else to “know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection” (Phil 3:10).  
  
            I don’t get a new outfit every Easter anymore, nor do I pig out on chocolate bunnies and candy 
eggs.  The excitement is different, and yet at its center it is the same: This day we celebrate something 
special.  In Jesus’ resurrection, we find our own.  The power that raised Jesus is at work in us.  The Lord is 
risen!  Tell someone about it. 
 
So by our baptism into his death we were buried with him, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
Father's glorious power, we too should begin living a new life.  Romans 6:4 
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that “God so loved the world He gave His only 

begotten Son.” stor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled many 
positions and dedicated many hours to the 
church: 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Leadership 

 
Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, 
Nancy Martin, David Herrington, Leah Saunders, 
Bill Slette, Jane Istre 
 Worship - Elder Susan Guedry  
 Mission Outreach – Elder Leah Saunders 
 Church Administration - Elder Jane Istre  
 Christian Formation – Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 Fellowship & Nurture – Elder David 
 Herrington & Elder Bill Slette 
 Nominating Committee – Elder Nancy 
 Martin & Elder Leah Saunders 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 
512.321.4132 

********************** 

 
Church Attendance February 2016 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

2/7 23 1  33 

2/14 33 3 3 39 

2/21 23 1  24 

2/28 27 1  28 

     

 

Comments from the Clerk 
 

New Church Directories for 2016 are available in the 
Narthex.  
  
Please send any corrections or additions as they occur 
to Nancy Martin. 

 

Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 

 
February 2016 

Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

2/3 100 241 6 13 

2/10 99 231 0 0 

2/17 106 227 2 2 

2/24 101 236 3 11 

Total 406 935 11 26 

     
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on 

First Sunday and place them in the basket at the 
covered dish luncheon.  There will also be envelopes 
available if you prefer to give money. The Food 
Pantry can purchase food from the Capital Area 
Food Bank much more economically than you can 
purchase it at the store, so please consider giving by 
check/cash.  If you have questions, please contact 
Dorothy Dillon. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With Susan Guedry 

 

The Adult Sunday School will begin its study 

of “The Chronicles of Narnia” by C.S. Lewis on 
January 31.  We will study the book “The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe” and watch the 
PBS series on this book.  Then we will study the 
book “Bringing Narnia Home” by Devin Brown.  
Every one of all ages is invited.  The class meets 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR MARCH 
 

Confirmation classes began last Wednesday, March 

2.  Class will meet this Sunday, March 6, after 

worship; then Wednesday, March 9, at 4 p.m., and 

Wednesday, March 23, at 4 p.m. (Lydia, Sophie, and 

Charlie Wayne are keeping Jane on her toes). 
 

Sunday, March 6 - Last day to order Easter lilies 

and/or hydrangeas. Lilies are $12; hydrangeas are 

$18.  A portion of the proceeds go to the Smithville 

Food Pantry.  
 

Week of March 7 through 11- Born Again 

Emporium - We will work Monday through Thursday 

10 am - 2 pm and Friday and Saturday 9 am - 2 pm. 

Workers are needed for all days, especially Friday and 

Saturday.  Susan will have a sign-up sheet Sunday. 
 

Thursday March 24, 6 pm, Maundy Thursday – Meal 

and Communion Service  
 

Friday March 25, 10 am -3 pm - Stations of the Cross 

– Church will be open to public 
 

Sunday March 27, 11 am. - Easter Sunday Services  

One Great Hour of Sharing  

 
 
 

  March 2016 
 
  Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, David Herrington 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the 

glasses at the end of the service, wash and put 

away the service trays.   We will be using 3 

Ushers instead of 4 for 2016.              

   If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to 

be in charge of the preparation for communion, 

please call the Elder listed after you to prepare 

the communion in your place and ask one of the 

other Elders to serve in your place. Those who 

serve communion also collect the offering and 

should ask for a back-up before the service if 

you will not be able to collect the offering.  

Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne Herrington, 

Alan Ford, Gloria Hurta, Jim McLaughlin, Pat 

McLaughlin, Hoyt Johnson. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Youth Sunday School class meets at 10:00.  
Come join us as we study the Super Heroes 
of the New Testament. 
 
Pat McLaughlin will prepare the lessons and 
lead the class.  Beginning January 31st the 
youth will meet with the adult class to 

study The Chronicles of Narnia books. 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 
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2                      3 
 

 

                 4  
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                        6 
4TH Sunday In 
Lent 
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish 
Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
FOR FOOD 
PANTRY –  
 

Celebrate the 
Gifts of Women 

7 
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International 
Women’s Day 

9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s 
Bible Study 

5:30 

10 
 
Doug Lancaster 
Timothy Dixon 

 
 

 

11 
 

Jim 
Patterson 

 

12 
 

 
 

                    13 
5th Sunday in 
Lent 
Worship at 11 

Self-Development 
of People 
Daylight saving 
time begins 
Bob Martin 

 

               14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               15 
 
 

             16 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                  17                    
 

          18                
 
 
 

               19 

 

                   20 
Passion/Palm 

Sunday (Holy 
Week Begins) 
Worship at 11 

 
 
 

 

21 
Monday of 
Holy Week 

               22 

Tuesday of 
Holy Week 
 
Mildred 
Beckcom 

 

                 23 
Wednesday 
of Holy Week 

 
 

 
 
 
Session 
Meeting 5:30 

24 

Maundy 
Thursday 
 
Meal & 
Communion at 
6 pm 
 

       25 
Good Friday 

 
Stations of 
the Cross  
10 am – 3 
pm 
 

              26       
Great Vigil 
of Easter 
 
 

                    27 
Resurrection of 
the Lord/Easter 
Worship at 11 
Scott Saunders 

 
One Great Hour 
of Sharing 

               28 

 
 

                  29       30 
 
 
 
 
 

                     31     
 
                    
 
 
 

 
 
    

                 
 
 
 


