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Pastor’s Remarks: 

Lent - A Season for Celebration? 
 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send 

His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  John 3:14-17 
 

            We are now in the season of Lent.  Although we now regularly make Lent a part of our liturgical 

calendar, few of us have really been taught much about it.  Mostly, we think that it is a dreary, depressing 

time.  A time for feeling even worse about our sinful tendencies than usual.  A time of deprivation.   

 

            But what I am learning about the true nature of Lent shows me that often the focus is on the means 

instead of on the results the means are intended to produce.  If it’s guilt we’re looking for, most of us don’t 

have to do anything extra to feel guilty.  The purpose of guilt is not to feel guilty - that’s a tragic waste of 

time.  The purpose of guilt is to help us recognize that we’re not perfect (no surprise there!) AND to look at 

the cross in trust in the perfect One who became human so that all of us imperfect humans could be once 

again reconciled to our Creator.  Looking at the cross helps us recognize just how much God loves us and 

wants to be in relationship with us.  

 

            Lent done right is a true sorrow for all our sinnings that is grounded in the faith that God loves us 

anyway.  Scripture tells us that “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8).  During the next 

five weeks, Lent invites us to pay special attention to what it means to be Christ’s disciple.  I want to invite 

you to enter into this time prayerfully as we seek to better understand our own lives in the light of Christ’s life 

and death and resurrection.  Look at the cross.  Look, and see that it is empty, and rejoice.  The cross is not 

the end; it is the way to resurrection!    

 

Come to me, all you who labor and are overburdened and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  Matthew 11:28-

29.   

 
Blessings for the season of  Lent, 

Jane 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Choir Practice – 9:30 am 
Sunday School – All Ages 
10 am 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 

Worship Service - 11 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 
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Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 
As a long-time member Sammye has filled many positions 
and dedicated many hours to the church: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Kelly Hubley  
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Attendance – May 
Date Members Regular 

Visitors 
Visitors Total 

5/4  
 

   

5/11  
 

   

5/18  
 

   

5/25  
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WORK DAY AT 
CHURCH 

Saturday, March 7 – 
9 am to? 

From Hoyt Johnson 
 
It’s time to get the church ready for 
Holy Week.  We are hoping to do 
any small projects that need 
attention. I will be on the 3rd floor 
removing trash, cleaning and 
organizing to make the space ready 
for our current needs.  There are 3 
rooms – one will be used for storage 
and the other 2 will be cleaned and 
made available.  Bob and I will be 
able to guide and/or assist others.  
Anyone that sees specific items that 
need to be addressed, feel free to 
ask someone to help.   
 
If you know of an area that needs 
attention, such as tree trimming, 
kitchen clean-up, etc., bring your 
tools and come join us. 
 
Our unofficial policy has always 
been “come if you can, if not we 
understand.”   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS – Nancy Martin 

 

2015 Committee Chairs 
 

Worship Committee – Chair Person – Elder Susan Guedry 
Finance & Administration – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre 
and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and 
Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons - Elders Jim and Pat 
McLaughlin 
Mission and Outreach – Chair Person - Elder Janet Stephens 
Leah Saunders- member 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Nominating Committee - Elder Lisa Altmeyer, Elder Leah 
Saunders, Deacon Kathy Ford, Jane Istre and Lisa Maresh 
The Session of First Presbyterian Smithville accepted Bill Slette 
into membership on Statement of Faith on February 25, 2014. 
The Session approved the baptism of Rosaleigh Pearl Saunders, 
infant daughter of Scott and Leah Saunders on Easter Sunday, 
April 5, 2015. 
Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin will attend the March Presbytery 
Meeting in Corpus Christi on March 6 & 7. 
New Candles for the Altar are being ordered and should be in 
place before Easter. 
The Smithville Ministerial Alliance will be recognized as 
Outstanding Organization at the Chamber Banquet on Sat. Feb. 
28.   
K-Lee Starland donated a Harp that is over 100 years old and 
absolutely beautiful, to First Presbyterian Church Smithville.  Bill 
Slette, our newest member, presented it to the Session on 
Wednesday. 

 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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 Filled in for other teachers 

when someone was 1991 – 
on and off and on 

currently as leader 
of Christian 
Formation  

 
While these were the only things Sammye 
mentioned, we know she has done much 
more – including publishing the church 

newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering with Nancy Evans to 
chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an integral part of almost 
every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
She has one daughter, Anna Hernandez.  Anna and husband Shawn have 3 children-Brennen, age 
19, Sydney, age 11, and Blake, age 8.  In addition to her grandchildren, Sammye has two grand-
pets: Zoey and Joey.  We are so glad that all of them are active at FPC Smithville (with the 
exception of the grand-pets)! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Events and News for March  
 

Easter Lilly Sale Begins March 1 - $10 with portion of the 
proceeds going to the Smithville Food Pantry. 
 

First Sunday in March– Sun., Mar. 1 – Communion, 
collection for Food Pantry, and congregational meeting to 
elect Deacon to fill unexpired term.  
Covered dish luncheon.  Deacons meet after meal. 
 

Church Work Day – Sat., Mar. 7 – 9 a.m. – Come to help 
clean and ready the church for Easter.  Bring tools for your 
favorite project – polish the pews, clean the kitchen, trim the 
shrubs. 
Women’s Bible Study - 5:30 pm, Wed., Mar. 11 
 

Born Again Emporium – Mon., Mar. 9 to Sat. Mar. 14 is our 
Church’s week to work. Come by anytime during this week 
to help with donations, pricing, and sales 
 

Maundy Thursday – 6 pm, Thurs. April 2 – Communion 
Service followed by light supper. (Stations of the Cross will 
also be open after this service.) 
 

Good Friday – April 3 - Church open 10 am to 4 pm for 
viewing of the Stations of the Cross. 
 
Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 5, 11 am - Easter Communion 
Worship Services - No covered dish lunch – picnic is on Apr 
12 
Annual Spring Picnic Luncheon – Sunday, April 12 in 
Virginia’s garden following Worship Service. 

 
 
 

 

four weeks of Advent and will continue the study for the 6 weeks of Lent.  the continuing a 14-week study of 

Philip Yancey's book The Jesus I Never Knew.  This book looks at how we perceive Jesus by using various film 

clips from movies.  We will look at how we see Jesus and why we see him in that way.  We will also begin to 

think about the Jesus we never knew. 

  

On March 9, we will stop the Yancey book and pick up the study of Handel's Messiah.  We studied this for the 

four weeks of Advent and will continue the study for the 6 weeks of Lent.  Following Easter, we will continue the 

14-week study of Philip Yancey's book The Jesus I Never Knew.  This book looks at how we perceive Jesus by 

using various film clips from movies.  We will look at how we see Jesus and why we see him in that way.  We 

will also begin to think about the Jesus we never knew. 

 

  

Come join us for lively discussions and good fellowship.  You do not have to purchase the book and you can join 

the study at any time.  The class meets at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 

  
All classes are led by Susan Guedry, Pastoral Assistant -Join us!! 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Smithville Food Pantry November 
Report  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 
February 2015 

Date Clients Family 
Members 

New 
Client 

Family 
Members 
 

2/4 97 227 1 2 

2/11 100 241 3 11 

2/18 101 227 1 1 

2/25 97 221 1 2 

     

Totals 395 916 6 16 

   
 

Please bring your donations on First Sunday and 

place them in the basket at the covered dish 

luncheon.  There will also be envelopes available if 

you prefer to give money. The Food Pantry can 

purchase food from the Capital Area Food Bank 

much more economically than you can purchase it 

at the store, so please consider giving by 

check/cash.  If you have questions, please contact 

Dorothy Dillon. 

 

-----------------------------------------------------

 
 

From Gwen Morris 
 

 Women’s Bible Study meets the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month, September through May.  The next 
meeting is on Wed., Mar. 11 at 5:30 p.m.  Our 
study for 2014-2915 is entitled “Reconciling Paul – 
a Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by 
Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty.  Please join us for study, 
fellowship and a light supper in the Fellowship 
Hall, downstairs.  Everyone is welcome!   

 
 

 

 absentElder since  
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IT’S PICNIC TIME AGAIN - SUNDAY, MAY 4TH AT VIRGINIA’S – BRING A SIDE DISH, THE CHURCH 

WILL PROVIDE FRIED CHICKEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Important Update on Born Again Emporium 
 

Born Again Emporium news:  Our week was a great success!!!  Thanks to everyone who came and 
volunteered their time, energy and items to sell.   We are moving locations this coming week.  Our new 
location is 200 NW Loop 230. ALL donations will now be received at the new location, and, all operations 
will be at the new site.  Anyone who can help with the move this Sunday would be joyfully 
welcomed.  Check with Janet Stephens for details.  The location is excellent AND it is air 
conditioned!     Come by if you see action going on and help us!!  Our next week to work is November 10 – 
15, 10 am to 2 pm. 
 
 

 
 
Jump Start news:  We will begin our Jump Start after school program on October 8th.  The cooking classes 
are first on our list.  Hours for this are 3:00 to 6:00 every Wednesday in our fellowship hall.  Your help is 
always welcomed in this new endeavor.  Please talk to Jane Istre for more information. 
 
 

 
 
Peace Giving Offering news:  This Sunday, October 5th, is our Peace Giving Offering.  Our goal is 
$200.00.  This offering supports the peacemaking ministries of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. nationally and 
globally.  As we gather this Sunday for World Communion Sunday, let us remember our neighbors and 
partners who help us see the transforming cultures of violence into communities of peace. 

 

 
 

Angels Unaware Backpack Offering news:   Samella Williams, founder of Angels Unaware Ministry spoke to 

the Deacons on September 3.  This group collects, assembles and delivers backpacks on Fridays to 
students who are lacking in resources to take home for the weekend. The backpacks come filled with 
nutritious, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. The typical backpack contains a 
variety of food usually including protein and fruit juices. The ministry hands out backpacks filled with food, 
personal care products, school supplies and other necessities.  It is their goal to help these kids who are in 
need of assistance. Currently they are providing the backpacks to 48 students from pre-K through high 
school and anticipate having an increase in needs as the economy continues to be unstable.   A special 
offering for this program will be taken the last 3 Sundays in October.  Kelly Hubley will speak to the 
congregation at those worship services to answer questions about the Angels Unaware backpack program. 

 
 
 

March Communion Schedule 

 
 

Susan Guedry, Janet Stephens, David Herrington, Pat 
McLaughlin 

  

The first person listed will bring the bread, prepare 
the communion table, pick up the glasses at the end of 
the service, wash and put away the service trays.    
 

  If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to be 
in charge of the preparation for communion, please 
call the Elder listed after you to prepare the 
communion in your place and ask one of the other 
Elders to serve in your place.  

Remember that those who serve communion are the 
Ushers for the month to collect the offering. Backup 
Elders:  Nancy Evans, Gwen Morris, LaVerne 
Herrington, Alan Ford, John Saunders, Sammye 
Hodges, Jane Istre, and Nancy Martin. 

 

From Nancy Martin 

 

The Nominating Committee will be contacting 
members of the Congregation to fill the slate of 2 
Elders and 2 Deacons for the Class of 2017.  The 
Elders going off are Nancy Martin and Jane Istre; 
they have served 6 years so cannot run again.  The 
2 Deacon positions to fill are for Dorothy Dillon (6 
years) and Pat McLaughlin (5 years).  Give this 
some prayerful thought in the next few weeks, 
please. 
 
That also means the Clerk of Session position could 
be available to any ordained Elder wishing to learn 
more about the record keeping of the Church and 
Presbytery.   
 
The Church purchased 2 new Communion Bread 
Plates as the old ones were very scratched.  
PLEASE DO NOT CUT THE COMMUNION BREAD ON 
THE PLATES, FIND A CUTTING BOARD TO SLICE THE 
BREAD!!!  

       
       

 

 

 

 

John Wayne Casserole – Pat McLaughlin 
 

Ingredients: 

 2 lbs. Ground beef, cooked and drained 

 1 packet taco seasoning 

 4 oz. sour cream 

 4 oz. mayonnaise 

 8 oz. Cheddar cheese, shredded and divided 

 1 yellow onion, chopped 

 2 cups Bisquick 

 1 cup water 

 2 tomatoes, sliced 

 1 green bell pepper , chopped 

 1 (4 ounce) can sliced jalapeno peppers 
 

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F.  Brown 
ground beef and add taco seasoning and 
water according to packet instructions; set 
aside. 

2. In a separate bowl, combine sour cream, 
mayonnaise, 4 oz. Cheddar cheese, and half 
of the onions, set aside. 

3. Sir Bisquick and water together to form soft 
dough.  Pat dough on the bottom and one 
half-inch up the sides of a 9 x 13 inch 
greased casserole dish. 

4. Sauté remaining onions and bell peppers 
until slightly tender.  

5.  On top of Bisquit mix, evenly distribute 
ingredients in the following order:  ground 
beef, tomato slices, green peppers, onions, 
jalapeno peppers, sour cream mixture and 
end with remaining shredded cheese. 

6. Bake for 30 to 40 minutes or until edges of 
dough are lightly browned. 

When you serve this cowboy recipe 

you’re sure to get asked for seconds! 

Church Attendance – February 2015 
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 

 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

Visitors Total 

2/1 30 4 3 37 

2/8 37 4 0 41 

2/15 24 4 1 29 

2/22 29 5 1 35 

     

 

 
Mission and Outreach Committee  

 

– Janet Stephens 

 

 
   
BAE schedule for us is March 9-14 

 

Goal for One Great Hour of Sharing offering is $400 
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Fat Tuesday-Ash Wednesday, February 2015 
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Shoes in Church 
 

I showered and shaved …. I adjusted my tie. 
I got there and sat ….. In a pew just in time. 

Bowing my head in prayer …… As I closed my eyes. 
I saw the shoe of the man next to me …… Touching my own, I sighed. 

With plenty of room on either side.... I thought, ‘Why must our soles touch?’ 
It bothered me, his shoe touching mine…. But it didn’t bother him much. 

A prayer began; ‘Our Father’... I thought, ‘This man with the shoes, has no pride. 
They’re dusty, worn and scratched.  Even worse, there are holes on the side!’ 

‘Thank you for blessings,’ the prayer went on. 
The shoe man said …… A quiet ‘Amen’ 

I tried to focus on the prayer …. But my thoughts were on his shoes again. 
Aren’t we supposed to look out best.  When walking through that door? 

‘Well, this certainly isn’t it’ I thought, Glancing toward the floor… 
Then the prayer was ended …… And the songs of praise began. 
The shoe man was certainly loud …. Sounding proud as he sang. 

His voice lifted the rafters …… His hands were raised high. 
The Lord could surely hear.   The shoe man’s voice from the sky. 
It was time for the offering …… And what I threw in was steep. 

I watched as the shoe man reached …. Into his pockets so deep. 
I saw what was pulled out …… What the shoe man put in. 

Then I heard a soft ‘clink’.  As when silver hits tin. 
The sermon really bored me…… To tears, and that’s no lie.. 

It was the same for the show man. …… For tears fell from his eyes. 
At the end of the service……As is the custom here. 

We must greet new visitors, And show them all good cheer. 
But I felt moved somehow …… And wanted to meet the shoe man. 
So after the closing prayer ……. I reached over and shook his hand. 
He was old and his skin was dark …. And his hair was truly a mess. 

But I thanked him for coming …… For being our guest. 
He said ‘My names’ Charlie …… I’m glad to meet you ‘my friend.’ 

There were tears in his eyes …… But he had a large, wide grin. 
‘Let me explain’ he said …… Wiping tears from his eyes. 

‘I’ve been coming here for months …. And you’re the first to say ‘Hi.” 
‘I know that my appearance …… ‘Is not like all the rest. 

‘But really do try …….. ‘To always look my best.’ 
‘I always clean and polish my shoes. .. ‘Before my very long walk. 
‘But by the time I get here …. ‘They’re dirty and dusty, like chalk.’ 
My heart filled with pain …… And I swallowed to hide my tears. 

As he continued to apologize …… For daring to sit so near 
He said ‘When I get here …… ‘I know I must look a sight. 

‘But I thought if I could touch you. ‘Then maybe our souls might unite.’ 
I was silent for a moment …… Knowing whatever was said 

Would pale in comparison…. I spoke from the heart, not my head. 
‘Oh, you’ve touched me,’ I said ….. ‘And  taught me, in part 

‘That the best of any man ……. ‘Is what is found in his heart.’ 
The rest I thought, ………………… This shoe man will never know. 

Like just how thankful I really am… That his dirty old shoe touched my soul. 
 

Contributed by Nancy Martin 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                        1 
2nd Sunday in 
Lent 
Service 11 am 
Communion 
Covered Dish 
Lunch   
Deacon Meeting 

                2 

 

                    3  4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

             6 
 
 
 
 
World Day 
of Prayer 

           7 
      
Church 

Work Day 9 
am – Clean 
up for Holy 
Week               

                       8 
3rd Sunday in 
Lent  
Service 11 am 
 
International 
Women’s Day 
Celebrate the 
Gifts of Women 
Daylight saving 
time begins 
 
 

9 
 
 

 

                    10 
 
 
 

Doug Lancaster 
Tim Dixon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

Jim Patterson 

 
 
 
5:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

12 
 

             13 
 
 
 

Bob 
Martin 

 

14 
 
 

15 
4th Sunday in 
Lent 
Service 11 am 
 
 
Self-Development 
of People 

16                
 

 
 

 

                   17 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                       18 
 
 

                19   
 

 

          20 
 

    21 

                   22 
5th Sunday in 

Lent 
 

Service 11 am 
 

Mildred Beckcom 

 

23 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                   24 
 
 

                     25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Session 
Meeting 

26 
 

       27 
 

Scott 
Saunders 

 
 

             28 
 
 
 

 

                      29 
Passion/Palm 
Sunday (Holy 
Week begins) 
 
Service 11 am  
 
 
 

 
Justice Advocacy 

                30 
Monday of 
Holy Week 

 

      31 
Tuesday of 
Holy Week 

         
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

       
   

               

 


