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Pastor’s Remarks — Rev. Jane C. Johnson

Thanks be to God!

If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is “Thank you,” it will be enough-- Meister Eckhart, 13"
century mystic.

We all have so much for which to be thankful, and I don’t think we should limit our recognition of that to
once a year. God is good, all the time. | have been reminded of this so many times, particularly in the last
two and a half years. Among so many things, for devoted friends and family, and especially for this
community, First Presbyterian Church of Smithville, Texas. We may not be great in size, but the faithfulness
of this congregation cannot be exceeded. And it gives me great joy to serve as your pastor - for which | am
continually thankful.

Last month, our young people were again amazing as they led the annual Mothers’ Day Youth Sunday
service, and we helped launch another two graduates on their life journeys. | am so thankful to them for their
leadership.

Thankfulness is an integral part of our relationship with God. Every first Sunday, we celebrate Communion -
also known as the Eucharist, another word for thankfulness. The Greek words eucharistein and eulogein
recall the Jewish blessings that proclaim - especially during a meal - God's works: creation, redemption, and
sanctification. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

The command to praise and give thanks to God echoes throughout the Holy Scriptures. During the month of
June, our worship together will reflect on the Psalms, the hymn book of the ancient Jews. Praise and
thanksgiving form a large part of the Psalms. | hope you will join us as we explore and celebrate the joy and
comfort they give to us.

Wherever you go this summer, always remember to give God praise in all things. And worship with us
whenever you’re in town.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good! God’s faithful love endures forever.
Psalm 106:1

Blessings, Jane




June/July 2015

Church Leadership Smithville Food Pantry
From Dorothy Dillow

Pastor - Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293
Email - capertoné@austin.rr.com

Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930
Music Director - Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319
Worship Committee - Chairperson, Elder Susan
Guedry 512.360.4930

Mission & Outreach Committee - Elder Leah
Saunders - member

Building & Grounds - Co-Chair Persons - Elder Jane
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer

Christian Formation - Co-Chairpersons - Elders Jim

and Pat McLaughlin Please bring your donations for the Food
Fellowship & Nurture - Deacon Moderator Kathy Pantry on First Sunday and place them in
Ford the basket at the covered dish luncheon.

Session Members - Susan Guedry, Jane Istre,
Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin,
David Herrington

There will also be envelopes available if
you prefer to give money. The Food Pantry

Board of Deacons - Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt can purchase food from the Capital Area
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat Food Bank much more economically than
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer you can purchase it at the store, so please
Custodian - Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 consider giving by check/cash. If you have

Web Site - www.fpcsmithville.org - Kathy Ford
512.321.4132

guestions, please contact Dorothy Dillon.
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Welcome

The Adult Sunday school class will complete our

study on “The Story” forward by Randy Frazee and From Gwen Morvis
Max Lucado in August.

Check the August newsletter for details on our Saturday, August 15 - Ladies: Save the date!

next study. Fall Gathering will be at the First
Presbyterian Church in Seguin beginning at
Everyone is invited to come to our class at 10:00. 9:30. We will car pool from the church.

Contact: Gwen Morris


mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Presbyterian News Service

RICK JONES
LOUISVILLE

Nearly two weeks after massive flooding damaged
several buildings at John Knox Ranch near Fisher,
Texas, volunteers with Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance and local Presbyterian churches are
making it possible for the ranch to be open for
business on June 10. The heavy rains that flooded
portions of Texas caused the nearby Blanco River to
spill over its banks, damaging some of the ranch’s low
lying facilities. The dining hall took the brunt of the
damage along with the pool, meeting house and both
bath houses. Cabins and other lodging facilities are
located on higher ground and were not damaged by
floodwaters. “Right now our pool is almost functional,
we are waiting on an air conditioning unit for the
meeting house and demolition has been underway at
the dining hall,” said Kathy Anderson, the ranch’s
executive director. “A lot of demolition, power
washing and cleanup of mud and dirt.”

PDA teams visited the camp shortly after the flooding
and were amazed at the extent of damage. “The
greatest loss was the kitchen/dining hall. All of the
appliances, cabinets, utensils, pots and pans were
twisted in a horrible, muddy heap,” the team
reported. “It appeared as if someone had ripped out
everything in the kitchen and tried to build an ugly,
impassable mountain. Food from the summer
delivery was scattered across a nearby field.”

The team said providing showers and a way to cook in
two weeks became top priorities. PDA Team Lead
Kelly Buell, working with Lutheran church leaders,
connected with Orphan Grain Train’s Disaster
Response Division in Norfolk, Neb., and secured the
services of its 45 foot long commercial kitchen trailer.
Mission Presbytery near San Antonio supplied the
funds to cover the cost and it will be in place at John
Knox when the first campers arrive.

Exterior of the damaged dining hall at John Knox Ranch.

Anderson credits PDA and volunteers from Mission
Presbytery for quick response. Without the support,
Anderson says the loss of revenue this year could have
possibly closed the ranch permanently.

“We’ve received help from a number of amazing
people and organizations, mainly from the
Presbyterian community and Mission Presbytery,”
she added. “Eighty people showed up on Memorial
Day and the numbers have continued to grow to
include their friends and extended friends who have
connections with other churches. They’ve shown up
with youth, men and women’s groups to do what
needs to be done.” Other work includes building new
benches and tables, hauling away trash and debris
and cleaning up the cabins.

During the summer months, the camp employs 20
young adult staff and counselors. Camp sessions
average between 50 and 9o children and youth
campers.

For more information about the cleanup and the need
for local volunteers, please

visit www.johnknoxranch.com.

To make a donation to help in repairs and clean up at
John Knox Ranch, designate gifts to DRoo0191 — U.S.
Flooding and visit the PDA website

at http://pda.pcusa.org.

Gifts can be made online and by phoning 800-872-
3283 weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 pm.
EDT. Checks can be mailed to Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10"".
They did a great job!

IT'S GRADUATION TIME — WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS???

B

L
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PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
By Rev. Jane Johnson,
BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES!

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College
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COMMUNION SCHEDULE - June/July

“The se of life is
not to be s to

(7& u&eéue, 60 66 Leah Saunders, Lisa Altmeyer, Jim McLaughlin, Pat
McLaughlin.
ﬂw;wmlfe&, to be caushiin JULY

Co "di Adiol LE ¢ 60 ﬂll(/Vb Lisa Altmeyer, Jim McLaughlin, Lori Lancaster,

(ﬁwbwmﬂ&ééf’ NCL Kathy Ford

The first person listed will bring the bread,

M 90(,(, ﬂm,ve, &,vej, M prepare the communion table, pick up the

&N@a@ e!% ss glasses at the end of the service, wash and put
wen. away the service trays.

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to
be in charge of the preparation for communion,
please call the Elder listed after you to prepare
the communion in your place and ask one of the
other Elders to serve in your place. Those who
serve communion also collect the offering and
should ask for a back-up before the service if
you will not be able to collect the offering.
Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne
Herrington, Alan Ford, Sammye Hodges, Jane
Istre, Gloria Hurta, Dorothy Dillon, Doug
Lancaster and Kelly Hubley.

TOUR OF THE PAINTED CHURCHES
Date: Tuesday, June 9

Time: 9:00 Leave Church in Smithville by van and

carpool.

10:15 Gather at the Chamber of Commerce in Summer Music Camp will be Monday, June 22
Schulenburg. We will have a guided tour of two through Friday, June 26. Times: 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
churches before lunch and two churches after M-Th.; Friday, 8:00 am - 3:30 pm (trip to Splashway
lunch. waterpark). Performances are Sat., June 27 at 6 p.m.

and Sun. June 28 at 11 a.m. There are registration
forms and a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the
Narthex. Registration forms can also be downloaded
on www.fpcsmithville.org

Lunch: Oakridge Smokehouse, LaGrange - Tour
special is $10.95 for buffet meal with drink, soup,
dessert, and tip included.

Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.
Contact: Lisa Maresh.

Contact: Pat McLaughlin


http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session
met on May 27, 2015

Susan Guedry will preach on June 14, as
Pastor Jane will be preforming her son’s
wedding ceremony.

Pastor Jane will be attending the Presbytery
Meeting in Kerrville on June 19 & 20™". We
are still in need of an Elder Commissioner to
attend, also.

The Nominating Committee has been unable
to secure an Elder candidate for the
unexpired term of Janet Stephen’s on Session.
It was decided to leave the position vacant
until elections in the fall for the Class of
2018.

The Survey of the Kovar Cemetery was
discussed and Session voted for Hoyt Johnson
and Pastor Johnson to go visit the Brethren of
the Kovar Cemetery Association.

Ordination and Installation of Deacon-elect
Pat McLaughlin, Harleigh Altmeyer and Gwen
Morris will be held during the Worship service
on June 21%,

The plans for the Summer Musical on June 22-
28 are moving forward.

Thanks to Hoyt Johnson and Willi Istre for
sealing the outside wall and downspouts to
stop the rain damage in the sanctuary.

A donation of $100 was made to the Smithville
Food Bank from the sale of the Easter Lilies.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, June 9 - Tour of Painted Churches -
Meet at Church at 9 a.m. Sign-up sheet in Narthex

Sunday, June 21 - Father’s Day - all fathers will
be recognized.

Summer Music Camp - June 22-June 26
Times: 1:00 - 4:00 M-Th.; Friday, 8:30 - 3:30
Performances - Sat. And Sun. June 27 & 28
Contact: Lisa Maresh (see article)

Saturday, August 8 — Back to School Swim and a
send-off for DJ! Save the date! Contact: Hoyt
Johnson

Saturday, August 15 - Ladies: Save the date! Fall
Gathering will be at the First Presbyterian Church

in Seguin beginning at 9:30. We will car pool from
the church. Contact: Gwen Morris
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Born Again Emporium

Our next time to work at Born Again
Emporium will be July 6 through 11. There
will also be a holiday garage sale on July 11 at
206 Hudgins. We will not be responsible for
the garage sale - only the store. We will work
Monday through Thursday from 10-2 to take
donations and get the store ready. The store
will be open Friday and Saturday from 9-2.
Everyone is invited to help when they can.
Bring a friend or two. It is a lot of fun and the
monies raised go back into our community.

Applications are now being taken for the next
series of grants. Nonprofits must apply by
June 15. Please contact Reverend Timothy
Appel at Grace Lutheran Church for
applications.



JUNE

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Charlie King 9 am
é Church
Clean Up
Ally & John Day
Gosselink
o
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2" Sunday after Janis Riebe
Pentecost Leah & Scott Kathy Maney
10" Sunday in Saunders é é
Ordinary Time %@
Worship at 11 (208
Communion Dianna &
Wayne King
Covered Dish S
Luncheon &
Rural Life
14 15 16 19 20
3" Sunday after 17 18
Pentecost Walter Byron
11" Sunday in Winslett Westerman
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11 % %
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
4th Sunday after Kelly Hubley
Pentecost Splashway for
12" Sunday in Music Camp | Music Camp Music Camp | Music Camp Music Campers é
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11 Carolyn & Bill JSQ\?]‘(?
Kathy & Alan Webb Joh
Ford Lori & Doug onnson
}ﬁ%@ Lancaster %
Men of the Church &5 %%) S
Father’s Day o Musical 6
pm
28 29 30
5th Sunday after Dorothy
Pentecost Dillon

13" Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11
Musical
Active Life

=




July

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Ruth
Whitehead

=

2

Virginia

Irving

Hernandez

=

4

Independence
Day

5
6th Sunday after
Pentecost
14" Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11
Communion
Covered dish
Lunch

10

11

12
7" Sunday after
Pentecost
15t" Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11

Elégﬁ@ Lisa Maresh

& Hoyt Johnson

13

14

15

Leah
Saunders

=

16

17

Janice Butler

=!

18

19
8" Sunday after
Pentecost
16'" Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Worship at 11
Paul Evans

=

Smaller Membership
Church

20

21

22

23

Gray Morris

24

25

26
9'" Sunday after
Pentecost
17t" Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Jeri Nell & Walter

Winslett
&
Worship at 11
Metropolitan/Urban
Ministry

27

28

Blake
Hernandez

=

29

30

31




