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JANUARY 
2015 

Pastor’s Remarks: 

Forging Ahead 
 

 

            This one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly
 
call of God in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:13b-14 

 

            I’ve been wondering these past few days just what it is about us humans that make keeping track of 

the passing of time so important.  Because of our dependence upon agriculture, it is important to recognize 

the basic cycles of nature in order to know when to plant for the maximum crop yields.  But most of us are no 

longer so closely tied to the land that we have to learn the signs the earth gives us.  And even if we were, 

there is still no necessity for the celebrations that mark the passage of time.   

            So what is it about celebrating a New Year?  Perhaps because it offers, at least symbolically, a chance 

at a new beginning.  “I hope this next year will be better.”  Or, “I hope this next year will be as 

good.”  Depending, of course, on how the year just past has been. 

            I’m just glad, perhaps for the first time, especially glad that I am still here.  Particularly since I heard 

twice this year, “You know, you might very well have died.”  I do know that it has been a year that has been 

made much lighter by the support the FPC community has supplied to me and David and our family.  I am 

more convinced than ever that prayer IS the key to life.  

            Not that God gives us everything we ask for, but that God gives us everything we need, and prayer 

helps us see those precious gifts more clearly.  The Good that comes to each of us is not luck, not 

coincidence, not our own doing, but God’s.  And that Good has nothing to do with who we are or what we do; 

it only comes through the grace of God.  Even when we pray with our hearts breaking, we hear echoes of 

God’s love, we experience grace abounding. 

            So, dear ones, as we begin a new year, let us continue to lift one another and all others up in prayer to 

God.  Let us forge ahead in the work to which we have been called. This church is a blessing not just to those 

of us who worship and work together; it is a blessing to the community and to the world.  May it always be 

so. 

            I am humbled by the privilege to be your pastor, and give thanks daily to God for you all. 

 

With blessings and prayers for the coming year, Jane   

             

 

     

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Choir Practice – 9:30 am 
Sunday School – All Ages 
10 am 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 

Worship Service - 11 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 
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Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 
As a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours to 
the church: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Worship Committee – Chairman Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairman Janet Stephens 512.237.3814  
Building & Grounds /Fellowship & Nurture Committees - Board of Deacons 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Dot Dillon, Moderator; Gloria Hurta, Hoyt Johnson, Kathy Ford, Kelly Hubley, 
Pat McLaughlin  
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Attendance – May 
Date Members Regular 

Visitors 
Visitors Total 

5/4  
 

   

5/11  
 

   

5/18  
 

   

5/25  
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Dear Friends, 
     I know lots of words, but finding sufficient 

ones to say just how much I appreciate the 
opportunity to be your pastor is 
difficult.  Your many kindnesses to me and 
David throughout the year sustain me and 
bring me peace.  It really is a privilege to 
serve as your pastor.  Your prayers for me 
and my family, your willingness to serve not 
only this church, but so many other needs 
as well give me great joy.  But I particularly 
want to thank you now for your most 
generous Christmas gift to me.  It is greatly 
appreciated, and a true blessing to 
me.  Thank you. 

With love and gratitude,   Jane 
 

 
FROM LISA MARESH, MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Reminder: Choir practice resumes, Sunday, 

Jan 11 at 9:15 a.m. 

. 
 

See you there! 

 
 

 

Thank You 

 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS – Nancy 

Martin 

 

First Presbyterian Church Session met on Sunday, 
December 14th with the Deacons at the home of 
Nancy and Bob Martin for their Annual Joint 
Meeting. 
 

Moderator of the Deacons Dorothy Dillon reported on 
the activities of the Deacons in 2014.  She said the 
Deacons were most pleased with the money raised 
for the Angel’s Unaware Project and the Gift Basket 
for the Towers Nursing Home Christmas Basket for 
Game Night. 
 

Elder/Deacons Training has been scheduled for 
Saturday, January 17, 2015 in the Church Fellowship 
Hall from 9:30 -?? 
 

Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 25, 2015 during the 
Worship Service. 
 

Elder Susan Guedry was presented with a set of 
Stoles as a Gift of Love from the Session and 
Congregation for her tireless work and devotion to 
First Presbyterian Church – Smithville. 
 
Following the brief Session Meeting, a soup super 
with lots of extras was enjoyed by the Elders and 
Deacons and their spouses. 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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 Filled in for other teachers 
when someone was 

absentElder since 
1991 – on and off 

and on currently as 
leader of Christian 
Formation  

 
While these were the only things Sammye 
mentioned, we know she has done much 
more – including publishing the church 
newsletter, working with the summer 
musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival 
(and plans to do this again in 2013!) 
Sammye is an integral part of almost every 
activity at the church!  

 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
She has one daughter, Anna Hernandez.  Anna and husband Shawn have 3 children-Brennen, age 
19, Sydney, age 11, and Blake, age 8.  In addition to her grandchildren, Sammye has two grand-
pets: Zoey and Joey.  We are so glad that all of them are active at FPC Smithville (with the 
exception of the grand-pets)! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events and News for January 
 

Adult Sunday School – We will conclude our Advent Series, 
“A Thrill of Hope, The Christmas Story in Word and Art” and 
resume studying “The Story.” 
 

Jump Start for Girls:  Meets each Wednesday in January 
from 4-6 pm. in our fellowship hall to learn about arts and 
crafts.  Your help is always welcomed in this 
endeavor.  Please talk to Jane Istre for more information. 
 

First Sunday in January – Sun., Jan. 4 - Communion and 
Covered Dish.  Donations for the Food Pantry collected. 
 

Deacon Meeting – 5:30 pm, Wed., Jan. 7 
 

Women’s Bible Study - 5:30 pm, Wed., Jan. 14 
 

Born Again Emporium – Mon., Jan. 19 to Sat., Jan. 24 is our 
Church’s week to work. Come by anytime during this week 
to help with donations, pricing, and sales 
 

Elder/Deacon Training Session – Sat., Jan. 17 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Church 
 

Installation of Elders/Deacons – Sun., Jan. 25 
 
 
 
 

 

four weeks of Advent and will continue the study for the 6 weeks of Lent.  the continuing a 14-week study of 

Philip Yancey's book The Jesus I Never Knew.  This book looks at how we perceive Jesus by using various film 

clips from movies.  We will look at how we see Jesus and why we see him in that way.  We will also begin to 

think about the Jesus we never knew. 

  

On March 9, we will stop the Yancey book and pick up the study of Handel's Messiah.  We studied this for the 

four weeks of Advent and will continue the study for the 6 weeks of Lent.  Following Easter, we will continue the 

14-week study of Philip Yancey's book The Jesus I Never Knew.  This book looks at how we perceive Jesus by 

using various film clips from movies.  We will look at how we see Jesus and why we see him in that way.  We 

will also begin to think about the Jesus we never knew. 

 

  

Come join us for lively discussions and good fellowship.  You do not have to purchase the book and you can join 

the study at any time.  The class meets at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 

  
All classes are led by Susan Guedry, Pastoral Assistant -Join us!! 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To see more pictures from the Christmas Eve Service, 
visit www.fpcsmithville.org 

 
It was a beautiful service. 

 
Thank you to all the participants! 

 
 
 
 

 

Smithville Food Pantry November 
Report  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 

 
December 

Date Clients Family 
Members 

New 
Clients 

Family 
Members 
 

12/3 90 214 2 7 

12/10 110 273 2 4 

12/17 107 252 3 5 

12/23 130 304 0 0 

12/30 Closed    

Totals 437 1043 7 16 

2014 TOTALS 

The total number of families served in 2014 
was 5,444, with 13,088 individuals served. 

 Please bring your donations on First Sunday and 

place them in the basket at the covered dish luncheon.  

There will also be envelopes available if you prefer to 

give money. The Food Pantry can purchase food from 

the Capital Area Food Bank much more economically 

than you can purchase it at the store, so please 

consider giving by check/cash.  If you have questions, 

please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

From Gwen Morris 
 

 Women’s Bible Study meets the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month, September through May.  Our next 
meeting is on Wed., Jan. 14 at 5:30 p.m.  Our study 
for 2014-2915 is entitled “Reconciling Paul – a 
Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by Elizabeth 
Hinson-Hasty.  Please join us for study, fellowship 
and a light supper in the Fellowship Hall, downstairs.  
Everyone is welcome!   

 
 

 

http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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IT’S PICNIC TIME AGAIN - SUNDAY, MAY 4TH AT VIRGINIA’S – BRING A SIDE DISH, THE CHURCH 

WILL PROVIDE FRIED CHICKEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Important Update on Born Again Emporium 
 

Born Again Emporium news:  Our week was a great success!!!  Thanks to everyone who came and 
volunteered their time, energy and items to sell.   We are moving locations this coming week.  Our new 
location is 200 NW Loop 230. ALL donations will now be received at the new location, and, all operations 
will be at the new site.  Anyone who can help with the move this Sunday would be joyfully 
welcomed.  Check with Janet Stephens for details.  The location is excellent AND it is air 
conditioned!     Come by if you see action going on and help us!!  Our next week to work is November 10 – 
15, 10 am to 2 pm. 
 
 

 
 
Jump Start news:  We will begin our Jump Start after school program on October 8th.  The cooking classes 
are first on our list.  Hours for this are 3:00 to 6:00 every Wednesday in our fellowship hall.  Your help is 
always welcomed in this new endeavor.  Please talk to Jane Istre for more information. 
 
 

 
 
Peace Giving Offering news:  This Sunday, October 5th, is our Peace Giving Offering.  Our goal is 
$200.00.  This offering supports the peacemaking ministries of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. nationally and 
globally.  As we gather this Sunday for World Communion Sunday, let us remember our neighbors and 
partners who help us see the transforming cultures of violence into communities of peace. 

 

 
 

Angels Unaware Backpack Offering news:   Samella Williams, founder of Angels Unaware Ministry spoke to 

the Deacons on September 3.  This group collects, assembles and delivers backpacks on Fridays to 
students who are lacking in resources to take home for the weekend. The backpacks come filled with 
nutritious, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. The typical backpack contains a 
variety of food usually including protein and fruit juices. The ministry hands out backpacks filled with food, 
personal care products, school supplies and other necessities.  It is their goal to help these kids who are in 
need of assistance. Currently they are providing the backpacks to 48 students from pre-K through high 
school and anticipate having an increase in needs as the economy continues to be unstable.   A special 
offering for this program will be taken the last 3 Sundays in October.  Kelly Hubley will speak to the 
congregation at those worship services to answer questions about the Angels Unaware backpack program. 

 
 
 
 

January Communion Schedule 

 
 

Jim McLaughlin, Lori Lancaster, Susan Guedry, 
 Kathy Ford 

The first person listed will bring the bread, prepare the 
communion table, pick up the glasses at the end of the 
service, wash and put away the service trays.    
 

  If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to be in 

charge of the preparation for communion, please call 
the Elder listed after you to prepare the communion in 
your place and ask one of the other Elders to serve in 
your place.  

Remember that those who serve communion are the 
Ushers for the month to collect the offering. Backup 
Elders:  Nancy Evans, Gwen Morris, LaVerne 
Herrington, Alan Ford, John Saunders, Sammye Hodges, 
Jane Istre, and Nancy Martin. 

 

From Nancy Martin 

 

The Nominating Committee will be contacting 
members of the Congregation to fill the slate of 2 
Elders and 2 Deacons for the Class of 2017.  The 
Elders going off are Nancy Martin and Jane Istre; 
they have served 6 years so cannot run again.  The 
2 Deacon positions to fill are for Dorothy Dillon (6 
years) and Pat McLaughlin (5 years).  Give this some 
prayerful thought in the next few weeks, please. 
 
That also means the Clerk of Session position could 
be available to any ordained Elder wishing to learn 
more about the record keeping of the Church and 
Presbytery.   
 
The Church purchased 2 new Communion Bread 
Plates as the old ones were very scratched.  PLEASE 
DO NOT CUT THE COMMUNION BREAD ON THE 
PLATES, FIND A CUTTING BOARD TO SLICE THE 
BREAD!!!  

       
       

 
 
 

 

 

 

Recipe from the Clerk 
 

(Requested by several Elders and Deacons at the 
Combined Meeting in December) 

 

VEGGIE TORTILLA PINWHEELS 
 

8 oz. softened cream cheese 
4 tsp. dry ranch salad dressing mix 
3 oz. package dried beef, chopped 
½ c chopped broccoli 
½ c chopped cauliflower 
¼ c chopped green onions (optional) 
¼ c chopped stuffed olives or black olives 
5 (8 inch) flour tortillas 
 
Combine cream cheese and salad dressing mix 
in a medium bowl and mix well.  Stir in dried 
beef, broccoli, cauliflower, onions and olives.  
Spread the cream cheese mixture over the 
tortillas. Roll tightly and wrap in plastic wrap.  
Refrigerate for 2 hours or longer.  Cut the 
Tortillas into ½ inch slices and serve with salsa.   
Yield 60 servings. 

 
Nancy Martin 

 
 

 
  

 
Church Attendance -Dec. 2014 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

Visitors Total 

12/7 36 4 0 40 

12/14 32 6 2 40 

12/21 33 4 0 37 

12/28 16 1 0 17 

     

 

     

8/24 

 

Mission Outreach Committee – Janet Stephens 

 

We had $345 to buy gifts for the children for the Angel 

tree project.  The kids were very excited when we 

delivered their gifts!!!  Thanks so much for your 

generosity!!   

 

Joy offering was $208 this year.  We didn't quite make our 

goal, but with the other projects going on, we are grateful. 

 

Jump start continues to grow and be informative and fun 

for the kids.  They are doing arts and crafts and even 

getting to learn from Tom how to make earrings!!! 

 

Our week for working the Born Again Emporium will be 

January 19 through the 24th.  Please save a few days to 

help us during that week!!  

 

Thanks for your mission minded hearts!!! 

Janet  
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION: 
 

CLEANING HOUSE 
 

Last week I threw out WORRYING, it was getting old 
 and in the way. It kept me from being me; I couldn't do 

 things God's way. 
. 

 I threw out a book on MY PAST (didn't have time to read 
it anyway). Replaced it with NEW GOALS, started reading 

 it today. 
  

 I threw out HATE AND BAD 
 memories, (remember how I treasured them so)? 

 
 Got me a NEW PHILOSOPHY 

 too, threw out the one from long ago. 
 

Brought in some new books 
 too, called I CAN, I WILL, AND I MUST. 

 
 Threw out I MIGHT, I THINK AND I OUGHT. 

 WOW, you should've seen the dust. 
 

 I ran across an OLD FRIEND, haven't seen him in a 
while. I believe his name is GOD. Yes, I really like His 

 style. He helped me to do some cleaning and added some 
 things Himself. Like PRAYER, HOPE AND FAITH, yes I 

 placed them right on my shelf. 
  

 I picked up this special thing and placed it at the front 
 door. I FOUND IT- it’s called PEACE. Nothing gets me 

 down anymore. 
 

Yes, I've got my house 
 looking nice, looks good around the place. For things 

 like WORRY AND TROUBLE there just isn't any space. 
It’s good to do a little house cleaning, get rid of the 

 things on the shelf. It sure makes things brighter; maybe 
 you should TRY IT YOURSELF. 

  
 

 BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING TO SOMEONE ELSE!!!! 

http://way.it/
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                         

 
 

                
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

New Year’s 
Day 

 

            2                3 

                       4 
2nd Sunday 
after Christmas 
 

Service 11 am 
Communion 
Covered Dish 
Lunch   
 

5 
 
 

 

                     6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
Epiphany of the 
Lord 
 
 
Jump Start for 
Girls 4-6 pm 
Deacon Mtg  
 5:30 pm 

8 
 

          9 

 
Linda 
Westerman 

10 
 
 

11 
Baptism of the 
Lord 
Service 11 am 
 
 
Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day 

12                
 

 
 

 

                   13 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                       14 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study – 5:30 p.m. 
 
Jump Start for 
Girls 4-6 pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study 5:30 pm 

                15   

 
Nancy Clayton 
Cory Hurta 
 

          16 
 

             17 
 
 
 
 

Elder/Deacon 
Training – FPC 
9:30 am until  

2:00 pm 

                   18 
2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
2nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
Service 11 am 

 
 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 
begins 
 

Race Relations 

19 
 

 

 
Henry 

Beckcom 
 
 
 

Birthday of 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

                   20 
 
 

                     21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jump Start for 
Girls 4-6 pm 

22 
 

       23 
 

 
Maureen 
Phillips 

 
Maureen & 
Rick 
Phillips 

             24 
 
 
 

 

                      25  
3rd Sunday after 
Epiphany 
3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Service 11 am 
Ordination of 
Elders/Deacons 
 
 
 

Criminal Justice 
 

                26 

 
Nancy & Paul 

Evans 

         27 
 
 
 

         28 
 

 
Stephen Guedry 

 
 

Jump Start for 
Girls 4-6 pm 

 

               29 
 

 
 

Sydney 
Hernandez 

      30 

  
David  & 

Lisa 
Altmeyer 

              31 

 


