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Ch urch Mice  
 

Three pastors met and were talking over conditions at their churches. The 
first pastor said, "You know, since Fall started, I've been having 

trouble with mice in my church. I've tried everything - noise, cats, spray 
- nothing seems to scare them away." 

 
The second pastor said, "Yeah, my church too. There are hundreds of them 
living in the church basement. I've set traps and even called in an expert 

exterminator. Nothing has worked so far." 
 

The third pastor said, "I've had the same problem. So I baptized all mine 
and made them members of the church. Haven't seen one of them since! 

_____ 
 

Ever the Same, Yet Ever New 

 
 

 

THE STORY OF THE JESSE TREEJesse was the father of the great King David of the Old Testament. He is 

often considered the first person in the genealogy of Jesus.  So the Jesse Tree is a tree or branch decorated with 

symbols representing the stories of people in Jesus' family tree or of prophecies made about Jesus. It is based on 

Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” The 

custom has been used for many years to help Christians to prepare for Christmas by retelling the Bible story 

from Creation to the Incarnation.  
 

In Church art a design developed showing the relationship of Jesus with Jesse and other biblical personages. 

This design showed a branched tree growing from a reclining figure of Jesse. The various branches had pictures 

of other Old and New Testament figures who were ancestors of Jesus. The first Jesse trees were large carvings, 

tapestries or even stained glass windows.  At the top of the tree were figures of Mary and Jesus.  You can find 

this design in stained glass windows in some of the great medieval cathedrals of Europe, such as the cathedral 

of Chartres, which has a particularly beautiful Jesse Tree window. 
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Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
 
Worship Service - 11 am 
 

Message from Pastor Jane: 
Our Church Counts 

 

            There is sometimes a tendency to think of small churches as relatively “unimportant” in the grand 

scheme of things.  They don’t have a staff, they often don’t even have a full-time pastor, and their budgets 

are tiny compared to larger churches.  Consequently, they don’t carry a lot of influence within their 

denominations.  And it’s easy for a small church to develop a sense of not making much of an impact. 

            But that does not have to be the case.  It certainly isn’t in ours!  Daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, First 

Presbyterian Smithville counts.  We may be relatively few in number, but what we do makes a difference. 

            We make a difference in the lives of our members, certainly - providing community, and 

opportunities to serve, standing beside one another in difficult times and making our facilities available to 

families who need a place for funeral gatherings.  We baptize and teach our children and grandchildren.  We 

welcome newcomers.  Our church counts. 

            But we also make a difference in our community.  We were the first to propose a thrift store, and 

several of our members volunteer there weekly.  For many years now, we have participated in and financially 

supported the Ministerial Alliance and the local Food Pantry.  We are the only church so far to commit to 

regularly supporting the Free Clinic, and provide volunteers there on a regular basis as well.  Many of our 

members are also active in various local service and civic organizations.  Our church counts. 

            And our effect does not stop at the city limits.  We have served those affected by local disasters since 

the 2011 wildfires.  We have people who are serving or have served at the Presbytery level.  We financially 

support the Presbytery.  In the past few years, we have consistently gone over our offerings for national 

missions.  Our church counts. 

            How do we do it?  By the grace of God and through the generous support of our church members and 

others who care about what we are doing here.  We are at times blessed by donations from others, but most 

of what we have comes from the faithful stewardship of our own folks. 

            It is amazing, what we have been able to do, but it is not surprising.  Like a small stone cast into a 

pond creates ripples far greater than the size of the stone, so too do our relatively small offerings have an 

impact far beyond what we can imagine. 

            Our church counts in so many ways.  With our support, it will continue to do so for a long time to 

come.  So join us in worship, pray for the church and its leaders, and give what you are able of your time, 

your talents, and your financial support.  And give thanks for the opportunity to bless others. 

           

  In gratitude for the privilege of serving such a great church, 

                                    Jane 
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that “God so loved the world He gave His only 

begotten Son.” stor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, 
Nancy Martin, David Herrington, Leah Saunders, 
Bill Slette, Jane Istre 
 Worship - Elder Susan Guedry  
 Mission Outreach – Elder Leah Saunders 
 Church Administration - Elder Jane Istre  
 Christian Formation – Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 Fellowship & Nurture – Elder David 
 Herrington & Elder Bill Slette 
 Nominating Committee – Elder Nancy 
 Martin & Elder Leah Saunders 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 
512.321.4132 

********************** 

 
Church Attendance January 2016 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

1/3 30 1  31 

1/10 25 1  26 

1/17 23 1  24 

1/24 31 1  32 

     

 

Confirmation Class 

Pastor Jane will be leading a Confirmation Class for ages 
11-15 from Feb 24 – Mar 23.  The class will meet for 5 
Sessions on Wednesday afternoons from 4-5 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  See Pastor Jane for more information. 
 

 

Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 

 
January 2016 

Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

1/6 94 210 2 3 

1/13 77 185 4 11 

1/20 101 210 4 19 

1/27 93 266 2 4 

Total 365 1,236 12 37 

     
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry 
on First Sunday and place them in the basket at 
the covered dish luncheon.  There will also be 
envelopes available if you prefer to give money. 
The Food Pantry can purchase food from the 
Capital Area Food Bank much more economically 
than you can purchase it at the store, so please 
consider giving by check/cash.  If you have 
questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

 

February 7, 2016 
 

Bring a crockpot of soup or a salad, 
dessert or bread for our covered dish 

luncheon.  We will be collecting canned 
goods and cash donations for the 

Smithville Food Pantry.  Last year we 

collected 47 lbs. of food and $147 on 
Souper Bowl Sunday.  Let’s do even 

better this year!! 
 
 
 

 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

January 2016 
 

First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session met on 
January 23, 2016 for a Training and Planning Meeting 
for 2016. 
 
After a morning of reflection on the meaning and 
duties of being an Ordained Elder, the Session 
sustained the examination of Bill Slette, Jane Istre 
and Nancy Martin.  Ordination and Installation will 
take place on Sunday, January 24, 2016 during the 
Worship Service. 
 
Session voted to combine the Finance & 
Administration Committee with the Building and 
Grounds Committee and name it Church 
Administration.   
All committees are urged to meet at least once a 
quarter or more often as needed and to ask for help 
from members of the congregation on all 
committees.  
Committee Chair Persons were assigned: 
Church Administration:  Jane Istre 
Christian Formation:  Lisa Altmeyer 
Worship:  Susan Guedry 
Mission Outreach:  Leah Saunders 
Fellowship & Nurture:  David Herrington and Bill 
Slette (with the help of all members of Session) 
Nominating Committee:  Nancy Martin and Leah 
Saunders 
Three (3) members from the congregation will be 
elected at the Annual Congregational Meeting on 
February 7, 2016. 
Session elected Jane Istre, Treasurer and Nancy 
Martin, Clerk of Session for 2016. 
Elder Susan Guedry reported that plans are 
underway for the Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper and 
Worship Service on February 9. 
A goal of $400 was set for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering to be taken up on Easter Sunday, 
March 27, 2016. 
First Presbyterian Smithville will host the PDA/PW 
Training on February 20, 2016 from 1 – 4 pm. 
Session voted to post signs banning Open Carry at all 
4 entrances to the Church. 
Session voted to adopt a Policy banning the use of 
all Tobacco products, including smoking and Vaping 
within the Church Building 

 
 

Nancy Martin, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 

   February 
 
 Nancy Martin, Susan Guedry, Jane Istre 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the 

glasses at the end of the service, wash and put 

away the service trays.   We will be using 3 

Ushers instead of 4 for 2016.              

   If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to 

be in charge of the preparation for communion, 

please call the Elder listed after you to prepare 

the communion in your place and ask one of the 

other Elders to serve in your place. Those who 

serve communion also collect the offering and 

should ask for a back-up before the service if 

you will not be able to collect the offering.  

Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne Herrington, 

Alan Ford, Gloria Hurta, Jim McLaughlin, Pat 

McLaughlin, Hoyt Johnson. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Youth Sunday School class meets at 10:00.  
Come join us as we study the Super Heroes 
of the New Testament. 
 
Pat McLaughlin will prepare the lessons and 
lead the class.  Beginning January 31st the 
youth will meet with the adult class to study 

The Chronicles of Narnia books. 
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With Susan Guedry 

 

The Adult Sunday School will begin its study 

of “The Chronicles of Narnia” by C.S. Lewis on 
January 31.  We will study the book “The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe” and watch the 
PBS series on this book.  Then we will study the 
book “Bringing Narnia Home” by Devin Brown.  
Every one of all ages is invited.  The class 
meets at 10 a.m. on Sunday in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

Comments from the Clerk 
 

The Annual Congregation Meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 7, 2016 following the Worship 
Service and Fellowship Dinner.  The Purpose of this 
meeting is to elect three (3) members of the 
Congregation to the Nominating Committee to serve 
with Elders Nancy Martin and Leah Saunders in 
2016.  (Be thinking of nominees and be sure get 
their approval before the meeting.)  We will hear 
the Annual Reports from the Committees of the 
Church, Approve the 2016 Budget and Approve the 
Terms of Call for Pastor Jane.   
 
The Session of First Presbyterian Church Smithville 
consists of the following Members: 

 
Class of 2016:  Susan Guedry, David Herrington and 
Nancy Martin 
Class of 2017:  Lisa Altmeyer and Leah Saunders  
Class of 2018:  Bill Slette and Jane Istre 
 
Please keep these hard working folks in your prayers 
and lend them a hand whenever they ask for 
assistance. 

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Feb. 7 – Annual Congregational Meeting - We 
will hear committee reports, adopt the 2016 
budget, approve the terms of call for the pastor 
and elect a nomination committee. 
Following the service we will have our first 
Sunday covered dish luncheon in the Fellowship 
Hall.  This will be our “Souper Bowl of Caring” 
lunch.  See page 2 for details. 
 

Feb. 9 – Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper and Ash 
Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Feb. 10 – Women’s Bible Study 
 
February 14 - 1st Sunday in Lent - Order form 

for lilies and hydrangeas will be out.  This year 
we will also offer hydrangeas for our Easter 
service.  The cost will be $12 for lilies and $18 
for hydrangeas.  You can order one type or 
both.  A portion of the proceeds of the sales 
will go to the Smithville Food Pantry.  Flowers 
will be on sale through March 6. 
 
February 20 – PDA/PW Disaster Training 
Seminar at our church from 1-4 p.m. - We will 
provide light refreshments. 
 
Feb. 24 – Session meeting 5:30 pm 
 
Feb/ 24-Mar 23 – Confirmation Class (see page 
2) 
 
Feb. 26-27 – Presbytery Meeting in San Antonio 
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"God looks to the ends of the earth and sees 
everything under the 
heavens." Job 28:24 

 
How to Plant Your Garden 

 
First, you Come to the garden alone, 

                        while the dew is still on the 
roses....  

 
FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING, 

           
PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS: 

 
 1. Peace of mind 
  2. Peace of heart 

3. Peace of soul 
 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH: 
 

1. Squash gossip 
        2. Squash indifference 

     3. Squash grumbling 
     4. Squash selfishness 

 
 
 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE: 
 

     1. Lettuce be faithful 
 2. Lettuce be kind 

     3. Lettuce be patient 
              4. Lettuce love one another 

 
 

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:  
 

1. Turnip for work 
       2. Turnip for meetings 

                 3. Turnip to help one another 
 

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE 
THYME: 

 
1. Thyme for growing  
2. Thyme for family 
3. Thyme for friends  

 
 

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE 
WITH LOVE. 

THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN 
BECAUSE YOU REAP  
WHAT YOU SOW. 

_______ 
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FEBRUARY 
2016 

 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 

                  
1 

              2 
 
 
 
                 

3                      4 
 

 

                   
5 
 
 
 
 

             6 
Kathleen 

Bennett 

 
 

Transfiguration 
7 of the Lord                      
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish 
Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
FOR FOOD 
PANTRY – Souper 
Bowl of Caring 
 

Dianna Saunders

 

8 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cade Hurta 

 

             9          
Fat Tuesday 

 
 
 

 
 

Pancake 
Supper at 6 
pm. 

10 
Ash 

Wednesday 
 

 
 

 

11 
 
 

 
 

 

12 
 

 
 

13 
 

 
 

                    14 
1st Sunday in 

Lent 

 

 
Valentine’s Day 

 

Health Awareness 
& Prayer for 
Healing & 
Wellness 

                
15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President’s 
Day 

               16 

 
Jane & Willie 
Istre 

 

             17 
 
 

 
 

 
Women’s Bible 
Study 5:30 

                  18                    
Mark Winslett 
Emily Boord 

 

                    
19 

Jake 
Patterson 
Cara Hurta 

 
 

               20 

Nancy Martin 

 

                   21 
2nd Sunday in 
Lent 

 
 
 
 
 

Universal Day of 
Prayer for 
Students 

22 
Lisa Maresh 
Max Butler 

 

               23 

 
 

                 24 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Session 
Meeting 5:30 

25 

 
 
 
 

       26 
 

 
 
 

        27       
 
 
 

                    28 
3rd Sunday in 

Lent 
 
 
Justice Advocacy 

               29 

 
Leap Year! 

   
 
 
 
 
 

                           
 
                    
 
 
 

 
 
    

                 
 
 
 


