February 2015

FEBRUARY Sunday Schedule
2015
First Bell Choir Practice — 9 am

Presbyterian
Church, 300 Burleson,

Choir Practice — 9:30 am
Sunday School — All Ages

Smithville, TX 10 am

Newsletter Fellowship in Library
J— 9:45-10:45 am - Coffee and
| refreshments served
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Worship Service - 11 am

\
&

Pastor’s Remarks:

It is by your love for one another, that everyone will recognize you as my disciples. John 13:35

Valentine’s Day - it seems to me that if we all listened to God more and Hallmark cards less, we’d
realize just how sad it is that we need to set aside one day out of the year to think about love. Valentine’s
Day celebrates romantic love, and we all can use a little romance in our lives now and then. But most of us
have discovered that in the living of life, in the long haul, it isn’t romance that gets us through. It isn’t
romance that hangs tough when we need a lifeline to keep us from drowning. At best, romance provides an
opportunity for love to begin.

Some years ago, David performed a wedding for good friends of ours. They were a forty-something
couple, and like all of us there had been ups and downs in both their lives. As part of his homily, David
compared romantic love to real love - that nitty-gritty, strong, tough love all relationships need to sustain
them. It was, he said like comparing a paper doily heart to a real, live beating heart.

Real, live beating hearts are tough, hard-working muscles that start beating before we are born and
don’t stop until we die. They are not very pretty to look at. They often take lots of abuse from us and yet
keep right on going. For the most part, they work hard day and night pushing oxygenated blood to every part
of our bodies and then bringing it back to our lungs for renewal without our having to give it a thought. They
are amazing organs that remind us that we are fearfully and wonderfully made.

We’ve known for a long time now that love is not in our physical hearts, but in our souls. And it isin
our souls because God put his own Love there, a love that can take everything we throw at it. How blessed we
are that God’s love for us is not the fancy, frilly, frail love of romance. We need a hard-working heart muscle
to keep us alive physically, and we need a hard-working love to keep us alive spiritually. Our hearts are not
made to store our blood, but to keep it pumping through our body. In the very same way, our spiritual hearts
need to keep love pumping through the spiritual body of which we are a part - the Body of Christ. People
don’t need for us to tell them that we are Christians. They will know we are Christians by our love - the real
kind, the kind that only comes from God. It is this love of God’s that is the love we need to celebrate and
share every day of our lives, not just once a year.

May God’s Peace and Love be with each one of you today.

Jane
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Church Leadership

Pastor - Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293 Email - capertoné®@austin.rr.com

Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626

Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930

Music Director - Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319

Worship Committee - Chairman Susan Guedry 512.360.4930

Mission & Outreach Committee - Chairman Janet Stephens 512.237.3814

Christian Formation - Chairman Jim McLaughlin

Building & Grounds - Co-Chairman - Jane Istre/Hoyt Johnson

Fellowship & Nurture Committee - Board of Deacons

Session Members - Susan Guedry, Leah Saunders, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David
Herrington, Janet Stephens, Lisa Altmeyer

Board of Deacons - Kathy Ford, Moderator; Gloria Hurta, Kelly Hubley, Hoyt Johnson, Esther
Schlortt

Custodian - Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880

Web Site - www.fpcsmithville.org - Kathy Ford 512.321.4132

News from Susan Guediy WEAR YOUR BLUE T-
SHIRT TO CHURCH ON
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 6 pm - Fat Tuesday FEB. 22
pancake supper and Ash Wednesday
services. The first Sunday in Lent (February 22, 2015)
has been designated “Wear your blue t-shirt
Sunday, February 22, Adult Sunday to church Sunday” as a testament of one of
School begins Lenten study using the ways One Great Hour of Sharing makes a
difference.

artwork by John August Swanson.

Disaster after disaster, Presbyterians have
responded in record numbers with prayers,
financial gifts, and hands-on-experience. In
the last 9 years, more 70,000 volunteer
missions have been served in the U.S. Gulf
Coast, lowa, Missouri, Alabama, Tennessee,
Texas, New Jersey, New York, and other
places where natural disasters have
occurred. Many volunteers have put on blue
PDA t-shirts and worked shoulder-to-shoulder
to live out Christ’s call to serve their

Easter Lilies will go on sale in March. neighbors in need.

Wear your blue PDA shirt or if you no longer
have it, just wear BLUE!

Tentative dates for summer musical are
June 22 through 28, with performances

on June 27 and 28. Alan Ford — Disaster Preparedness and
Response Representative
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Smithville Food Pantry Report

From Dorothy Dillow
January 2015

Date | Clients | Family New Family
Members | Clients | Members
1/7 116 285 0 0
1/14 91 222 2 7
1/21 117 270 2 3
1/28 103 229 1 3
Totals 427 1006 5 13

Upcoming Events and News

BELL PRACTICE BEGINS SUN., FEB 1 AT 9
SUN., FEB. 1 -11 a.m. SERVICE, COMMUNION,
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, COVERED DISH LUNCH -
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING — BRING CAN(S) OF SOUP FOR
FOOD PANTRY
Deacon Meeting after lunch

TUE., FEB. 17 — FAT TUESDAY/ASH WEDNESDAY
COMBINED — PANCAKE SUPPER AT 6 PM

SUN., FEB. 22 — WEAR BLUE FOR PDA
WED., FEB. 25 — Session Meeting

SAT., MAR. 7 - WORK DAY 9 am — CLEAN AND PREPARE
THE CHURCH FOR EASTER

THUR., APR. 2 - MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION,
STATIONS OF THE CROSS - LIGHT DINNER AT 6 PM

FRI., APR. 3 —GOOD FRINDAY - CHURCH OPEN TO PUBLIC
FOR STATIONS OF THE CROSS

SUN., APR. 4 — EASTER SUNDAY

PRESBYTERIAN
X/ONEN

From Gwen Morvis

Women'’s Bible Study meets the 2™
Wednesday of each month, September
through May. Our next meeting is on Wed.,
Feb. 11 at 5:30 p.m. Our study for 2014-
2015 is entitled “Reconciling Paul —a
Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by
Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty. Please join us for
study, fellowship and a light supper in the
Fellowship Hall, downstairs. Everyone is
welcome!
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Starting a Prayer Group

The power of prayer is amazing!

Have you ever been a member of a
prayer group? If so, where did you
meet? At church, at someone’s home
or other place? How often did you
meet? What did you pray for?

Our church will be starting a prayer
group and would like you to participate.
Please contact Kathy Ford at 512-217-
5706 with your thoughts and
suggestions! Or e-mail at
kathrynford@austin.rr.com

February Communion Schedule

Lori Lancaster, Susan Guedry, Janet Stephens, Kelly
Hubley

The first person listed will bring the bread, prepare the
communion table, pick up the glasses at the end of the
service, wash and put away the service trays.

If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to be in
charge of the preparation for communion, please call
the Elder listed after you to prepare the communion in
your place and ask one of the other Elders to serve in
your place.

Remember that those who serve communion are the
Ushers for the month to collect the offering. Backup
Elders: Nancy Evans, Gwen Morris, LaVerne Herrington,
Alan Ford, John Saunders, Sammye Hodges, Jane Istre,
and Nancy Martin.

Church Attendance -Jan. 2015
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon

Date | Members | Regular | Visitors | Totall
Visitors

1/4 27 1 0 28

1/11 | 33 2 0 35

1/18 | 32 3 0 35

1/25 |33 6 1 40

Mission Outreach Committee
Janet Stephens

e Our week at the Born Again Emporium was a
huge success, selling over $1200 in
merchandise. FPC will be responsible for
staffing the Emporium again March 9-14.
Mark your calendars!

e Jumpstart is growing with 7 to 8 girls
attending weekly. In January they learned
sewing skills. In February they will do
Valentine crafts.

Thank you to Jane Istre for the JUMPSTART
pictures on the next page!
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Jumpstart - February 2015
Learning to Sew

Learning how to use
the sewing machine
and sew a straight
line on paper!

The finished
Petal

Pouches

Next - How to Make an
Infinity Scarf
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
4™ Sunday After
Epiphany
4™ Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Service 11 am
Communion
Congregational
Meeting
Covered Dish
Lunch - Souper
Bowl of Caring
Deacon’s Meeting

Jump Start 3:30-
5:30 pm

Kathleen
Bennett

=

Dianna
Saunders

=

7

8
5 Sunday After
Epiphany
5" Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Service 11 am

Cade Hurta

=

Camp &
Conference
Ministries

10

11

Jump Start 3:30-
5:30 pm

Women’s Bible
Study 5:30 pm

12

13

14

15
Transfiguration
of the Lord
Service 11 am

Health Awareness
& Prayer for
Healing

16

Jane & Willie

Istre

e )| e

Presidents’
Day

17

Pancake Supper
6 pm

18
Ash Wednesday

Mark Winslett
Emily Boord

=

Jump Start 3:30 -
5:30 pm

19
Cara Hurta
Jake Patterson

=

20
Nancy
Martin

=

21

22
1° Sunday in
Lent
Service 11 am
Lisa Maresh
Max Butler

=

Wear your PDA
Blue T-shirt

23

24

25

Jump Start 3:30-
5:30 pm
Session Meeting

26

27

28




