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The 
first pastor said, "You know, since Fall started, I've _____ 

 

Ever the Same, Yet Ever New 

 
 

 

THE STORY OF THE JESSE TREEJesse was the father of the great King David of the Old Testament. He is 

often considered the first person in the genealogy of Jesus.  So the Jesse Tree is a tree or branch decorated with 

symbols representing the stories of people in Jesus' family tree or of prophecies made about Jesus. It is based on 

Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” The 
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Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
Worship Service - 11 am 

 
Church Leadership 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. 
Johnson - 512.608.4293   

Email - 
caperton6@austin.rr.com              

Clerk of Session - Nancy 
Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Pianist – Monica Miller  
Session Members – Susan 
Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer, 
Nancy Martin, David 
Herrington, Leah Saunders, 
Jane Istre 
 Worship - Elder 
Susan Guedry  
 Mission Outreach – 
Elder Leah Saunders 
 Church 
Administration - Elder 
Jane Istre  
 Christian Formation 
– Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 Fellowship & 
Nurture – Elder David 
 Herrington  
 

 Nominating 
Committee - Elder Nancy 
Martin & Elder Leah 
Saunders 
 Custodian – Anna 
Hernandez 512.237.3880 
          Web Site, 
Newsletter, Facebook 

Page – Kathy Ford 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.  Isaiah 9:6 

 

            Ready or not, Christmas will be here in four weeks.  I’m glad we 

observe Advent because it helps me get ready for the celebration of Christ’s 

coming into the world.  It doesn’t help me decorate or choose gifts or bake 

those favorite Christmas treats.   But it does help me stay grounded in the 

true reason for the season.  It gives me perspective.   I hope it does for you 

as well.  This year, with Christmas Eve on Saturday and Christmas Day on 

Sunday, it will be even busier than usual.  Still, what better way to celebrate 

than being in Church, thanking God for our greatest gift? 

            There are many ways to observe the season of Advent.  There are the 

Reverse Advent bags available at the church.  There are lots of Advent 

reading books.  There are Advent calendars.  In this copy of the Newsletter, 

you will find another type of Advent calendar that might be fun to try.  It’s 

not too late to begin!   

            In worship, the theme for this Advent is Waiting for the Light.  We 

will celebrate the Light of the World coming to us and joyfully hope for that 

Light to shine into our world. And if you’re so inclined, you can follow 

along with the texts that will be the basis for each Sunday’s sermons. 

 

Advent 2016 - Waiting for the Light 

Nov. 27 Into the 

Darkness 

Genesis3:8-24 Mark 15:25-34 

Dec. 4 A Dark 

Darkness 

Genesis 1:1-5 Exodus 10:20-

27 

Dec. 11 Are You The 

One? 

Isaiah 42:1-8 Matthew 11:1-6 

Dec. 18 Master, Let Me 

See 

Isaiah 9:1-7 Mark 10:46-52 

Dec. 25               Arise, Shine! 

 

Isaiah 60:1-7 Luke 2:25-35 

                                                                    

Please join us as together we seek to move away from the darkness that  

 threatens to overcome us and into the Light of God’s love. 

 

May your Advent journey be a blessed one. 

 

Jane 
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custom has been used for many years to help 

Christians to prepare for Christmas by retelling 

the Bible story from Creation to the 

Incarnation.  
 

In Church art a design developed showing the 

relationship of Jesus with Jesse and other 

biblical personages. This design showed a 

branched tree growing from a reclining figure 

of Jesse. The various branches had pictures of 

other Old and New Testament figures who 

were ancestors of Jesus. The first Jesse trees 

were large carvings, tapestries or even stained 

glass windows.  At the top of the tree were 

figures of Mary and Jesus.  You can find this 

design in stained glass windows in some of the 

great medieval cathedrals of Europe, such as 

the cathedral of Chartres, which has a 

particularly beautiful Jesse Tree window. 
1.  

that “God so loved the world He gave His only 

begotten Son.” stor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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 Church Attendance November 2016 
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 

 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

11/6 31 2  33 

11/13 30 2  32 

11/20 26 3 2 31 

11/27 32 3  35 

     

 
Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

November 2016 

 
 

Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

11/2 91 227 3 15 

11/9 88 190 1 4 

11/16 110 258 6 13 

11/23 146 342 3 6 

11/30 92 214 2 8 

     

Totals 527 1758 15 46 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on First 
Sunday and place them in the basket at the covered dish 
luncheon.  There will also be envelopes available if you prefer 
to give money. The Food Pantry can purchase food from the 
Capital Area Food Bank much more economically than you 
can purchase it at the store, so please consider giving by 
check/cash.  If you have questions, please contact Dorothy 
Dillon. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
NEWS FROM SUSAN 
Adult Sunday School 

 
Advent study will continue through 
December 18.  We will be reading various 
Christmas stories and doing crafts during 
Advent.  Beginning January 8 the class will 
study the book “The Story Continues: The 
Acts of the Apostles for Today” by J. 
Elllsworth Kalas.  Class meets at 10:00 in 
the Fellowship Hall.  You can join any 
Sunday, just show up – everyone is 
invited! 

Donations are welcome any Monday through 
Thursday from 10-2.  Check out the BAE Facebook 
page for more information. 
 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 

They did a great job! 
 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

IMPORTANT: NEW DAY AND TIME FOR 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 
 Women’s Bible Study will now meet on the 2nd 
MONDAY of each month at noon.  On months 
that this conflicts with our BAE work times, the 
meeting will be on the 3rd Monday. We hope this 
will make the meetings more accessible to our 
members.  
 
 Our study is entitled “Who is Jesus?”  Join us in 
the Fellowship Hall for a light lunch at noon on 
December 12th. THIS WILL BE A POT LUCK 
LUNCH, so bring your favorite dish and come 
and enjoy the fellowship. 
 

Comments from the Clerk 
 

The Annual Elder Dinner Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, December 
11, 2016 at 6 pm at the home of 
Nancy and Bob Martin in Cedar 
Creek.  All Elders that are currently 
serving and their spouses or 
significant others and the newly 
Elected Elders and their spouses or 
significant others are invited. 
Nancy and Bob will furnish the ham, 
dinner rolls and drinks.  There will 
be a sign-up sheet for sides and 
deserts in the Narthex on Sunday, 
December 3

rd
 and 10

th
.  Please let 

Nancy know no later than December 
9

th
 if you will be able to attend. 

 

December 2016 
 

David Herrington, Lisa Altmeyer, Susan 
Guedry 
 
  The first person listed will bring the bread, 
prepare the communion table, pick up the glasses 
at the end of the service, wash and put away the 
service trays.   We will be using 3 ushers instead 
of 4 for 2016.   If you cannot be at church when it 
is your turn to be in charge of the preparation for 
communion, please call the Elder listed after you 
to prepare the communion in your place and ask 
one of the other Elders to serve in your place. 
Those who serve communion also collect the 
offering and should ask for a back-up before the 
service if you will not be able to collect the 
offering.  Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne 
Herrington, Alan Ford, Gloria Hurta, Hoyt 
Johnson. 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

ATTENTION ALL SINGERS: 
Choir Practice is on  Sunday at 9:15 am.  Come 
and learn the music for Advent and Christmas! 

 

 
 

"Hello" to Penelope 
Jane Saunders. She was born 
at 6:12pm, December 1

st
.  She 

is 20" long and weighed 7 lbs. 8 
oz. According to Scott, she is a 

healthy, happy baby!! 

And a beautiful baby too!! 
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If you haven’t picked up your Advent 
paper bag, there are still some 
available. 

 
During Advent (beginning November 27), we 
will have a “reverse” Advent calendar.  Each 
family will receive a large paper bag in  
which to place items needed by the Food 
Pantry.  You will add one item each day in 
Advent.  These items will be day in Advent.  
These items will be donated to the Smithville 
Food Pantry. 
 

 
 

 Words of Wisdom: from Ruth Whitehead 
 
 

Once, all the villagers decided to pray for rain.  
On the day of prayer all the people gathered, 

but only one boy came with an umbrella.  That’s 
FAITH. 

 
When you throw babies in the air, they laugh 

because they know you will catch them.  That’s 
TRUST. 

 
Every night we go to bed without any assurance 
of being alive the next morning, but we still set 

the alarms to wake up.  That’s HOPE. 
 

We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero 
knowledge of the future.  That’s CONFIDENCE. 

 
We see the world suffering, but still we get 
married and have children.  That’s LOVE. 

On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence, “I 
am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 
years of experience.”  That’s ATTITUDE. 

 

CRANBERRY MEATBALLS 
 

NANCY MARTIN 
 

2 lbs. hamburger    
1 pkg. dry onion soup mix 
2 eggs     
1 cup bread crumbs   

 
     Sauce: 

 1 bottle Heinz chili sauce  
 1 15oz. can sauerkraut  
 1 bottle water     
 1 15 oz. can whole cranberry sauce 
 1 cup brown sugar (not packed) 

   
Mix together hamburger, soup mix, bread 
crumbs and eggs.  Shape into balls.  Put in a 
cake pan.  Mix together chili sauce, water, 
brown sugar, sauerkraut and cranberry 
sauce.  Simmer until well blended.  Pour over 
uncooked meatballs.  Bake at 350 for 2 
hours. (Easily reheated in crock-pot) 
  

From David Herrington 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                                                             
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

                  1 
 
 
 
World AIDS 
Day 
Presbyterian 
HIV/AIDS 
Awareness 

                 
2 
 
Clean and 
Decorate 
the Church 
9 am 

                 3              

 

                             4  
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  
FOOD PANTRY 

 
 
 
 

                   5 

 
Rick Phillips 

              6    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 

8 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                10 
Janis & Bill 
Riebe 

 
Lori Lancaster 

 
 
Human Rights 
Day  

                   11 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent  
Worship at 11 
 
Carolyn Webb 

 Jake Gosselink III 

 

               12 
 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
12 noon – Pot 
Luck 
 

              13 
Dianna & 
John 
Saunders 

 

             14 
 

 
 

 
 
Jump Start 

4-5:30 pm 
 

                15 
 

 
 
Alan Ford 

 

               
16 

 
   
 

                 17 

                            18 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 11 

 

 
Lacy Ceder 

 
 
 
Christmas Joy Offering 

19 
 
 
 
 
Jordan Bell 

 

              20 

 
 
 
Bernie 
Michell 

 

               21   
Dan & Jan 
Rinehart 

 
 
 
Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 
 

               22    
 
 
 
 
 

       23 
 
 
 
Stan 
Williams 

 

              24    
Christmas 
Eve 
 
 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Service 
6pm 

                             25 
Nativity of Jesus 
Christ/Christmas Day 
Worship at 11 

 
 
 

               26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             27             28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jump Start 
4-5:30 pm 
 

                 29 
 
 
 Blakelee 
Saunders 
Ethan Field                

 

               
30 

               31 
 
 
 
Kristi Koch 
Kathy Ford 
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 Make the world a little kinder this year. 


