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Sunday Schedule

Sunday School —10 am

Fellowship in Library
9:45-10:45 am

Coffee and refreshments
served

Worship Service - 11 am

Ever the Same, Yet Ever New

This is the time of year when tradition takes on a
life of its own. We bring out cherished ornaments
and Grandmother’s recipes. We do things just
because “It’s the way we always done it,” and those
rituals call to remembrance special times and
special people in our lives. Yet there is always the
possibility of adding new elements - one new recipe
that becomes an instant favorite, a new keepsake
ornament to delight us, perhaps even a new person
in the family circle.

Many of us did not grow up observing Advent, but
it is a beautiful practice. Advent is a time of
anticipation and preparation; a time of waiting for
the coming of Jesus. This year, our Church is going
to vary some of our Advent practices. First, | am
going to be wearing a blue stole rather than a purple
one. Blue is an accepted liturgical color for Advent,
emphasizing the hope that Incarnation brings to our
hurting, weary world. It seems like a good year to
“give an account of the hope that is in us” as
Christians. Penitence, represented by the color
purple, is important, but without hope it leads to
despair.

The second variation is that our tree in the sanctuary
IS going to be decorated with Jesse Tree

ornaments. Decorating a Jesse Tree for Advent is
not new, but it is new to most of us. Here’s what it
means:

THE STORY OF THE JESSE TREE
Jesse was the father of the great King David of the
Old Testament. He is often considered the first
person in the genealogy of Jesus. So the Jesse Tree

is a tree or branch decorated with symbols
representing the stories of people in Jesus' family
tree or of prophecies made about Jesus. It is based
on Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come out from the
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots.” The custom has been used for many years to
help Christians to prepare for Christmas by retelling
the Bible story from Creation to the Incarnation.

In Church art a design developed showing the
relationship of Jesus with Jesse and other biblical
personages. This design showed a branched tree
growing from a reclining figure of Jesse. The
various branches had pictures of other Old and New
Testament figures who were ancestors of Jesus. The
first Jesse trees were large carvings, tapestries or
even stained glass windows. At the top of the tree
were figures of Mary and Jesus. You can find this
design in stained glass windows in some of the
great medieval cathedrals of Europe, such as the
cathedral of Chartres, which has a particularly
beautiful Jesse Tree window.

Each Sunday of Advent another ornament is put on
the tree, reminding us of God’s plan for all people
which is that “God so loved the world He gave His
only begotten Son.”

Come and celebrate this Advent season with us as
we look forward in hope and joyful expectation of
experiencing God’s presence in our lives and in the
life of our church.

With prayers for Advent blessings for each one of
you,
Jane
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Church Leadership

Pastor - Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293
Email - capertoné@austin.rr.com

Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930
Music Director - Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319
Worship Committee - Chairperson, Elder Susan
Guedry 512.360.4930

Mission & Outreach Committee - Elder Leah
Saunders - member

Building & Grounds - Co-Chair Persons - Elder Jane
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer

Christian Formation - Co-Chairpersons - Elders Jim
and Deacon Pat McLaughlin

Fellowship & Nurture - Deacon Moderator Kathy
Ford

Session Members - Susan Guedry, Lisa Altmeyer,
Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David Herrington,
Leah Saunders

Board of Deacons - Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer
Custodian - Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880

Web Site - www.fpcsmithville.org - Kathy Ford
512.321.4132
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Welcome

Church Attendance November 2015
Prepared by Dorothy Dillon

Smithville Food Pantry
From Dorothy Dillon

FOOD BANK

November 2015

Date Clients | Family New | Family
Members Members

11/4 |93 230 4 11

11/11 | 105 255 3 5

11/18 | 105 236 0 0

11/24 | 137 337 11 24

Total | 440 1058 18 40

Date | Members | Regular | New Total
Visitors | Visitors

11/1 |35 1 3 39

11/8 |39 1 40

11/15 | 34 1 35

11/22 | 24 1 25

11/29 | 21 1 4 26

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry
on First Sunday and place them in the basket at
the covered dish luncheon. There will also be
envelopes available if you prefer to give money.
The Food Pantry can purchase food from the
Capital Area Food Bank much more economically
than you can purchase it at the store, so please
consider giving by check/cash. If you have

qguestions, please contact Dorothy Dillon.
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Chaowr
Choir practice is on Sundays, at 9:00
until Christmas and after Christmas,
back to 9:30.
Got questions, see Lisa Maresh.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
will be Thursday, December 24 at
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December 2015
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session met
on November 18, 2015.

Kristi L. Koch appeared before the Session to
request membership at First Presbyterian
Church - Smithville. She was previously a
member at Westminster Presbyterian in Austin.
Session unanimously voted to accept Kristi as a
member by Letter of Transfer or Statement of
Faith.

Building and Grounds reported that the repair
service for the elevator has been called, but will
not be available until December 7.

Worship Committee reported that the Christmas
Eve Service on Thursday, December 24, will be a
Narrative of the Christ mas Story under the
direction of Jane Istre. The Jesse Tree will be
set up in the sanctuary for everyone to hang
their ornaments on every Sunday during Advent.

Session set the goal for the JOY Offering
collected on Christmas Eve has been set at
$300.

Mission Outreach reported that the church
donated funds for Toiletry bags for the survivors
of the Hidden Pines Fire.

The Nominating Committee will be meeting soon
to fill the Slate of Officers for the Class of 2018.
A slate of 3 Elders, 1 for the Class of 2016, to
fulfill Janet Stephens’s unexpired term and 2 for
the Class of 2018 and a slate of 5 Deacons, 2 for
the Class of 2016, 1 for the Class of 2017 and 2
for the Class of 2018. Please keep the
committee is prayer and those who will serve as
Church Officers over the next 3 years.

The Congregational Meeting to elect church
Officers will be held on Sunday, December 6th,
following the worship service.

The Joint Elder and Deacon Dinner and Meeting
is scheduled for Sunday, December 13, 2015 at
5:30 at the home of Kathy and Alan Ford.

COMMUNION SCHEDULE

December

David Herrington, Leah Saunders, Lisa Altmeyer,
Pat McLaughlin

The first person listed will bring the bread,
prepare the communion table, pick up the
glasses at the end of the service, wash and put
away the service trays.

If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to
be in charge of the preparation for communion,
please call the Elder listed after you to prepare
the communion in your place and ask one of the
other Elders to serve in your place. Those who
serve communion also collect the offering and
should ask for a back-up before the service if
you will not be able to collect the offering.
Backup Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne Herrington,
Alan Ford, Sammye Hodges, Jane Istre, Gloria
Hurta, Dorothy Dillon, Kelly Hubley and Doug
Lancaster.

SUor

Make the Connection

Youth Sunday School class meets at
10:00. Come join us as we study the
Super Heroes of the New Testament.
Pat McLaughlin will prepare the lessons
and lead the class. There will not be a
class on December 27 or January 3.
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PRESBYTERIAN

Our group study of "Come to the Waters"
written by Judy Record Fletcher began in
September. We will meet in the Fellowship
Hall on the 2" Wednesday of the month at
5:30 PM, September to May. Come join us
for good food, study, and fellowship at our
next meeting on December 9, 2015.

ADULT SUNDAY@OOL

With Susan Guedry

Sunday School News: During the season of
Advent we are studying the devotional book,
"Why This Jubilee?" It is a study of various
hymns and their meaning for us during this
time of waiting. There will be no class on
December 27 or January 3. We will begin
again on January 10 and continue the study of
the history of the church.

I

n 2016 we will also study C.S. Lewis'
“"Chronicles of Narnia" series with emphasis
not only on the book "The Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe", but also on the BBC
production of the movie. We will also focus
on the book "Bringing Narnia Home - Lessons
from the Other Side of the Wardrobe" by
Devin Brown.

Another study in 2016 will be "You'll Get
Through This" by Max Lucado. All of these
materials were purchased from a fund given
in memory of L.D. Clark by his family.
Come join us.

We meet at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall.

Our next time to work at the Born Again
Emporium is January 11 through the

16. We work Monday through Thursday
from 10 to 2 processing the items donated
and getting the store ready. On Friday and
Saturday, we work 9 to 2 selling items. You
can work any week - it doesn't have to be
our week. The store will be closed
December 20 through January 3.

The Born Again Emporium is sponsoring a
blood drive on January 5 from 10:00am to
7:00 pm at the Smithville Recreation
Center. Our goal is 100 donations, so come
by and start your year right by donating
blood.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Aunt Trina's Holiday Pumpkin Crunch

Ingredients

1 (15 0z.) can canned pumpkin

1 (12 0z) can evaporated milk

1 %2 teaspoons cinnamon, divided
1 cup sugar

3 eggs, beaten

1 box yellow cake mix

2 sticks butter, cut into pieces

1 cup chopped pecans

1 (80z.) package softened cream cheese
1 cup heavy whipping cream

Y2 cup powdered sugar

Preparation

In a large mixing bowl, whisk together
pumpkin, evaporated milk, 1 teaspoon
cinnamon and sugar until well combined. Add
eggs and mix well.

Pour mixture into a 9x13 prepared with non-
stick spray. Sprinkle cake mix evenly over

Information from Susan Guedry:

We will be creating a Jesse Tree for

Advent. This is a way to link Old Testament
and New Testament. There is a sheet of five
ornaments. Color and decorate in any way you
wish. Be creative. Each week an ornament
will be added to the tree in the

Sanctuary. Please attach a piece of yarn or
hanger of sorts to your ornament. You can
copy from the last page of the Newsletter or
cardstock copies will be available at the
church.

entire top. Sprinkle nuts evenly over cake
mix and top with butter pieces. Bake at 350
degrees for 50-60 minutes. Set aside to cool.

Prepare frosting while cake is cooling. In a
large mixing bowl using a hand mixer, whip
cream cheese until light. Add in whipping
cream and continue to whip until fully
combined and thickening. Add powdered
sugar and %2 teaspoon cinnamon and whip
until smooth.

To Serve: Scoop out a slice of pumpkin crunch
and top with a dollop of the cream cheese
frosting or frost the entire pumpkin crunch
with the frosting.

Enjoy!

Pat McLaughlin

P.S. 1 used one stick of butter not two and it
tasted fine. | also think it could be topped
with Cool Whip instead of the frosting and
taste good too.

INFORMATION FROM Harleigh Herrington-
Altmeyer

Need Help Before the Holidays? The
Deacons are Available to Assist You!

We are here for you! If you need some help
with wrapping presents, addressing holiday
cards, or putting up interior decorations please
let me or your deacon know. Please offer a
few different days/times that would work for
you! (Continued on page 6)
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(Deacons from page 5)

| will be available for help on the following
weekends:

Sunday, December 6

Friday, December 110 Saturday, December
12" and Sunday, December 13"

Fritﬂay, December 18" and Saturday, December
19

I will also have a signup sheet in the Narthex
with the dates and times available. Please give
me a call if you have any questions or would
like to help me in helping others: Harleigh at
512-749-5564

Please do NOT ask that outside decorations be
done, as this is an activity we will not be
attempting!

Information from Elder Jim

1. Men's Bible study will be postponed until after
the New Year.

2. The adoption of a church cat is on hold; Jane

Istre has completely cleaned the kitchen and put
out a safe "medicine” for any remaining

rodents. Thanks Jane, you are a definite blessing
to this church in so many ways. AND remember if

Jane or another session member does not know
of a problem it probably won't be acted

upon. Regarding the cat, there are many
questions regarding potential problems with care
of the animal. If you have comments or
suggestions, please let me know. Jim --

. Kight, we've picked vp the qold and
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DECEMBER 2015

Worship at 11
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New Year’s Eve

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Rick Phillips
World Aids World
Day Community Day
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
2nd Sunday of Lori Lancaster
Advent Carolyn Webb
Worship at 11 é Jake Gosselink
Communion Il
Congregational Janis & Bill Riebe
Meeting Women’s /l/\’mrb,/,g é
Covered Dish Bible Study | A, ivev< aryy
Lunch 5:30
Human Rights Day
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
3rd Sunday of
Advent Alan Ford Lacy Ceder Jordan Bell
Worship at 11
John & Dianna
Saunders é é é
Happy
~/\ VYOIVEY S ’OLYtg
Elder/Deacon
Dinner Meeting
5:30
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
4" sunday of
Advent
Worship at 11 Jan & Dan
Bernie Rinehart \S/\tlialﬂ'ams ghrlstmas Eve \\{’3/’
) andelight Service
Michell » 6:00 A\
— I = /\!g |
T\VYWIUVELY STAY
? U \\\n,rf\\
Christmas ]
Joy Offering Christmas Day
27 28 29 30 31
1° Sunday
after Blakelee
Christmas Day Saunders Kathy Ford
Ethan Field
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