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If my people who are called by my name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.   2 Chronicles7:14 

 

What Can I Do? 
 
    “We need to pray for our country,” one of 
you said to me recently.  And indeed, we 
do.   From international unrest to mass 
shootings to the strangest election year in 
memory, the country is reeling.  Many are 
fearful, and for many that fear has turned to 
anger and hatred.  It is indeed a troubled, and 
troubling, time.  The challenges are great, 
and the answers - good, responsible answers 
- seem hidden. 
      So what can we, you and I, do about any 
of it?  What can we do to live into the 
promise in Isaiah that “justice will dwell in the 
wilderness, and righteousness abide in the 
fruitful field, that the effect of righteousness 
will be peace, and the result of righteousness, 
quietness and trust forever.   And my people 
will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure 
dwellings, and in quiet resting 
places.”  (Isaiah 32:16-18) 
       We don’t have to do anything 
extraordinary (although we can).  All of us 
can choose to no longer be  
bystanders, recognizing that it is time to 
move beyond emotions to actions.  It’s time 
we reclaimed our commission from God to 
be 
witnesses to the Light of the World.  Light - 
because only light can drive out the 
darkness.  But where do we start?  How do 
we do our part in bringing in the Kingdom of 
God so that all God’s people will abide in a 
peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and 
in quiet resting places? 
       We, you and I, can rear our children and 
grandchildren to choose the paths of 

compassion, justice and peace, starting early 
teaching the practices of gratitude, 
generosity, hospitality, and love.  We, you 
and I, can invite those children into the 
stories of God's unyielding grace. We can 
teach them the language of repentance and 
reconciliation.  We can model these things 
for them. 
        We can do these things now.  Today, we 
can treat everyone we meet with courtesy 
and respect.  Today, we can live out the 
Golden Rule.  Today, we can smile at all those 
we encounter.  We can do this.  We can 
volunteer at the Free Clinic or the Food 
Pantry or the Born Again Emporium - all of 
which are making a difference. 
Here.  Now.  Every day.  
         And every day we can begin with prayer, 
asking God to “look with compassion on the 
whole human family; take away the 
arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate 
us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to 
accomplish your purposes on earth” 
(Episcopal Book of Common Prayer).  When 
we pray, we can claim the promise of 2nd 
Chronicles.  But we also must remember the 
admonitions: effective prayer requires first of 
all humility.  We need to seek God’s face and 
not a reflection of our own image.  And we 
must be willing to change our selves, to turn 

from whatever in our lives in not in 
accordance with God’s teachings.  THEN, 
we are promised, God will heal our land. 
            We CAN do our part, today, trusting 
God to use our efforts to His greater glory, to 
hear our prayers, and to heal our land. 
 
In gratitude for God’s eternal goodness and 
mercy,    Jane 
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Sunday 
Schedule 

 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 
Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
Worship Service - 11 am 

Church Leadership 
Pastor – Rev. Jane C. 

Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - 

caperton6@austin.rr.com   
            

Clerk of Session - Nancy 
Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - 
Susan Guedry 
512.360.4930 
Pianist – Monica Miller 
Session Members – 
Susan Guedry, Lisa 
Altmeyer, Nancy Martin, 
David Herrington, Leah 
Saunders, Bill Slette, Jane 
Istre 
 Worship - Elder 
Susan Guedry  
 Mission 
Outreach – Elder Leah 
Saunders 
 Church 
Administration - Elder 
Jane Istre  
 Christian 
Formation – Elder Lisa 
Altmeyer 
 Fellowship & 
Nurture– Elder David 
 Herrington & 
Elder Bill Slette 
 Nominating 
Committee- Elder Nancy 
Martin & Elder Leah 
Saunders 
 Custodian – 
Anna Hernandez 
512.237.3880        
Web Site, Newsletter, 
Facebook Page -Kathy 

Ford 512.217.5706 
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s a long-time member Sammye has filled many 
positions and dedicated many hours to the 
church: 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Attendance July 2016 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 

Date Members Regular 
Visitors 

New 
Visitors 

Total 

7/3 24 2 0 26 

7/10 22 3 1 26 

7/17 23 2 0 25 

7/24 16 2 0 18 

7/31     

 

Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

July2016 
Date 
 

        

Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

7/6 92 204 1 6 

7/13 92 196 1 1 

7/20 105 237 2 9 

7/27 97 245 3 11 

Total 386 882 7 27 

 

Please bring your donations for the Food Pantry on First 
Sunday and place them in the basket at the covered dish 
luncheon.  There will also be envelopes available if you 
prefer to give money. The Food Pantry can purchase food 
from the Capital Area Food Bank much more 
economically than you can purchase it at the store, so 
please consider giving by check/cash.  If you have 
questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 

Ma 
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Lisa Altmeyer, Nancy Martin, Susan Guedry 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the 

glasses at the end of the service, wash and put 

away the service trays.   We will be using 3 

ushers instead of 4 for 2016.   If you cannot be 

at church when it is your turn to be in charge of 

the preparation for communion, please call the 

Elder listed after you to prepare the communion 

in your place and ask one of the other Elders to 

serve in your place. Those who serve 

communion also collect the offering and should 

ask for a back-up before the service if you will 

not be able to collect the offering.  Backup 

Elders: Nancy Evans, LaVerne Herrington, Alan 

Ford, Gloria Hurta, Jim McLaughlin, Pat 

McLaughlin, Hoyt Johnson. 

JOIN US FOR A BABY SHOWER 
 
 

 
 
 

Do you remember a book you read over and 
over to your baby or grandbaby?  There will be 
a baby shower for baby boy Hernandez, the 
soon to arrive son of Crystal and Irving 
Hernandez, and great-grandson of Laverne and 
David Herrington.  The shower will be held 
during our luncheon on Sunday, August 7.  
 
 This is a book shower so please bring a copy 
of one of your favorite books for a child as 

your gift to Chrystal and Irving.  

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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News from Susan Guedry 

 

 
BORN AGAIN EMPORIUM 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
worked at BAE in July and at the 

Christmas in July sale!  Our next 
scheduled time to work is the 
week of Sept. 6- 10th. 

Remember, BAE will be closed on 
Sept. 5th for Labor Day.  

 
 Here is a report from Jan 
Canfield of disbursements made 

from April 2015 to June 2016: 
 

Thanks to donations and the hard work of 
volunteers from 9 Smithville Churches, 
The Born Again Emporium was able to make the 
following disbursements.  
 
April 7, 2015   $17,250 to the following 
organizations:  
Combined Community Action (Meals on 
Wheels) 
Smithville Food Pantry 
Smithville Police Association 
Angels Unaware Ministry 
Smithville Community Clinic 
Mission U-Too 
Lost Pines Artisans Alliance (Empty Bowl 
Project) 
 
July 6, 2015, $10,775 to the following 
organizations: 
 
The Neighbor Place at Hart's Chapel 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
New Horizons Respite    
 
August 2015, $5,000 emergency funding for 
flood victims to: 
  
Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team  
 

October 2015, $21,500 to the following 
organizations: 
  
Smithville Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Smithville Education Foundation 
Angels Unaware Ministry 
Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team 
 
January 2016, $6,000 to the following 
organizations: 
 
Noon Lions Club 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 
April 2016, $24,846.62 to the following 
organizations: 
 
Angels Unaware Ministry 
Bastrop County Long Term Recovery Team 
Serenity Star Recovery 
Smithville Community Clinic 
Smithville Police Association 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 
June 2016, $7,658.32 to the following 
organizations: 
 
Combined Community Action (Meals on 
Wheels) 
Mission U – Too 
Smithville Education Foundation 
Smithville Police Association 
 
Grand total disbursed $93,029.94  
 

 
 

The Adult Sunday school class is doing a study 
of “What Every Christian Needs to Know about 
the Jewishness of Jesus” by Rabbi Evan Moffic. 
This study will continue through August 28.   
The next will begin in September.  It will be 
the DVD by Bill Moyers on "Genesis".  It is a 
study of the book of Genesis as seen through 
the eyes of Christians, Jews and Muslims. Join 
us at 10 am downstairs for our discussion of 
these thought provoking studies. 
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Meet Monica Miller, Our New Pianist! 
 

 
 
Monica was born in Houston, Texas on August 
26, 1955.  She and her husband Mark (born 
October 18, 1951) were married on December 
30, 1991, and now reside in Bastrop in Tahitian 
Village. They have lived in Bastrop for 22 years 
and previously lived in Austin. 
 

Monica and Mark adopted their two beautiful 
daughters from Russia when the girls were very 
young.   Annie, now 20, is living and working in 
Austin and McKenzie, is now 18. 
 

Monica attended the High School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts in Houston, Texas.  
She attended Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock, majoring in Music.  After a semester 
she decided to try her hand at the real thing, 
joined a rock & roll band and never looked 
back! 
 
Her occupations include her current position as 
founder and CEO of a non-profit  

organization (more on this fascinating story at 
a later date) and of course, as a musician!   
 

Monica has previously been a choir member 
and church pianist at her church.  She plays not 
only the piano and organ, but the guitar and 
harp as well.  
 

Her hobbies include brain games, reading, 
cross stitch and cooking.  The family pet is 
Zeus, a 9 year old Rottweiler. 
 

If you haven’t met Monica or her family, be 
sure to introduce yourself and welcome them 
to FPC.  They will be a great asset to our 
church family. 
 

APPRECIATING THE MINISTRY 

OF MUSIC 

Excerpts from the 1953 Pipe Organ 
Dedication Program 

Submitted by David Herrington 

It is well known than an uplifting service in a 

church does not just happen.  Usually much 

planning precedes it.  Many factors are 

needed to make it really effective.   

Outstanding among these is the Ministry of 

Music. 

Music, we are told, is the universal language 

of the soul.  What a commendable part it 

plays in our worship of God!  Frequently, the 

hearts of people take on new hope and 

courage because of the spiritual message in 

anthem, solo, and song. It has been and is the 

channel of power from God through the Holy 

Spirit. 

Therefore, we should express the deepest 

appreciation of our church to all those who 

have had and to those who still have a part in 

this uplifting ministry.  Rest assured that your 

ministry in song is not in vain in the Lord.  
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July 3, 2016 
 
To my Church Family: 
 
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and phone 
calls at the death of my sister.  Each was very 
special to me. 
 
Thank you so much, 
Esther 
 

July 26, 2016 

Thank You to our Church Family for 

all the prayers, Cards and expressions of 

concern for our family in the last few 

months.  My brother and two of my sisters 

have had a bit of a rough go lately and we 

are so grateful to have friends and fellow 

Christians thinking and supporting us.    

Keep the prayer line open as everyone has a 

ways to go yet.  

God is Good All the Time and we hold onto 

that each day. 

Love, 

Nancy and Bob 
 

 
 

 
The Farmland Cluster Gathering for our 
Women's Group will be at the Gonzales 
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, August 27, 
2016.  We will start at 10 AM.  Lunch will be 

fried chicken with the trimmings and the 
offering will go to Gonzales Youth & Norma's 
House. We will carpool from the church. 
Please let me know if you plan to  

attend, and if you can drive.  Thanks, Gwen   

 
 

 

Sunday Humor 

It’s Almost Football Time! 

Here are some definitions of “Football 
Christianity” from the Anglican 
Digest:  
 
- Draft choice: Selection of a seat near the 
door. 
 
- Halftime: The time between the sermon and 
the offertory. 
 
- Benchwarmer: Those whose only participation 
is their attendance on Sunday morning. 
 
- Quarterback sneak: Congregants who exit 
quietly following communion, a quarter of the 
way through the service or near the last 
quarter of the service. 
 
- Fumble: Dropping a hymnal or singing the 
wrong verse. 
 
- Backfield in motion: Making two or three trips 
out during the sermon. 
 
- Staying on the pocket: What happens to a lot 
of money that should go into the offering. 
 
- Sudden death: When the preacher goes 
overtime. 
 
- Blitz: The stampede to the doors after the 
service.
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                             
 
 
 

               1 
 
Susan    

Guedry 

 

                2 

 
 
                 

3 
 
Brook 
Hurta 

  

                4                  5 
 
 
 
 
 

                6 
          
 
 
 
Hiroshima 

Day    

                                    7 
12th Sunday after 
Pentecost               
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish Lunch – 
CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR 
FOOD PANTRY – Baby 
Book Shower 
 
Homelessness/Affordable 
Housing 

8 
 

 
 

 

               9          
 
 

Jennigale 
Webb 

 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

 
 

11 
 
Debbie & 
Brook Hurta 

 

 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

 
 
 

                           14 
13th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Worship at 11 
 

Jane Johnson 

 
 
 
 
Collegiate Ministries 

               15 
 
 
 
 
Billie Webb 

 
 
 

              16 
Pat & Jim 
McLaughlin 

 
John 
Gosselink, 
Jr. 

 

           17 
Sammye 
Hodges 
Anna 
Hernandez 

 
Susan & 
Gary 
Guedry 

 

       18         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

               19 
 
 
   
 

               20 

 
Nick Johnson 

 
 

Nancy & Bob 
Martin 

 
 

                               21 
14h Sunday after 
Pentecost 
 
Worship at 11 

 
 

Youth in the Church and 
World 

22 
 
Lydia 
Johnson 
Haden Bell 
Mark Morrell 

 

             23 
 
Sophie 
Morgan 

 

             24   
 

 
 

 
 
Session 
Meeting 
5:30 

               25     
 
 
 
 

       26 
Monica 
Miller 
Avery 
Drewes 

 
 
 
 

              27     
10 am – PW 
Cluster 
meeting in 
Gonzales 
Gary Guedry 
Zachery 
Odem 

 
 

                                  28 
15thSunday after 
Pentecost  
  
Worship at 11 
 
 
 
Public Education 

               29 
 
 
Barbara 
Maresh 

 
 

             30      31 
 

Janice & 
Max Butler 

 

                 
 
 
                    
 
 
 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


