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Pastor’s Remarks – Rev. Jane C. Johnson – The Church    
 

            Most people tend to think of a church as a building.  And it is.  And while there are 

certain styles associated with churches, it is not the style that makes a building a church.  It is 

the purpose of that building, and church buildings are set aside for the practice of a particular 

faith.  It is where a community of people gather to worship, to study, to fellowship, and to 

plan their work.  It is the place where The Church meets.   

            The Church is different from “a” church.  The Church is the communion of the saints - 

and that includes all the faithful of all the ages.  Portions of The Church meet in a church. 

            I love going into all kinds of churches, to see how things are the same, and how they 

are different.  I love meeting different groups of The Church - again to see how they are the 

same, and how they are different.  Several years ago, my daughter and I were overseas, and 

we went to Sunday Mass at the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris (something I had wanted to do 

for years).  It was in French, and I don’t speak French.  It was a Catholic mass, and I’m not 

very familiar with Catholic liturgy.  But when it was time to pray the Lord’s Prayer, I 

recognized it - not because of the language but because of the cadence.  And suddenly, I was 

no longer a stranger in that place. 

That’s The Church.  God’s people, gathered together to worship, pray, study, work and 

prepare for our life outside the church building. 

            This month in worship we’ll be exploring the theological meanings and reasons 

behind different parts of church buildings, beginning with the doors - our entry into the 

church.  Then it’s on to the sanctuary, the choir, the Fellowship Hall, and finally, the working 

parts.  It just might deepen your appreciation for our own gorgeous building. I hope you’ll 

join us for this series. 

            It’s hard to imagine that summer vacation is nearing its end, but here in central Texas 

we all look forward to the fall.  In September, we’ll resume the Narrative Lectionary, 

beginning with some great stories from Genesis.  Here’s looking forward to cooler weather 

and warm fellowship as we serve God together at FPC. 

 

Blessings, Jane 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Sunday School – 10 am 
 

Fellowship in Library 
9:45-10:45 am 
Coffee and refreshments 
served 
 

Worship Service - 11 am 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun., Nov 3 – All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Wed., Nov 6 – 5:30 pm - Deacons’ 
Meeting 
 
Wed., Nov 13 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study (Note new starting 
time) 
 
Sun., Nov 24 – 6 pm - Community         
Thanksgiving Service and 
Community Choir at Mt.  Pilgrim 
Baptist Church, 400 Walker St., 
Smithville 
 
Sat., Dec 7 – 9 a.m. – Clean & 
decorate the church 
 
Wed., Dec 11 – 5:30 pm - Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
Sat., Dec 14 – 4 pm - Joint Meeting 
of Elders and Deacons at the 
McLaughlin’s 
 
Tue., Dec 24 – 6 pm – Candlelight 
Services for Christmas Eve 

 
See Calendar for additional events. 
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 Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 
512.608.4293    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

s a long-time member Sammye has filled 
many positions and dedicated many hours 
to the church: 
 

 
  

 

 Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
 
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Chairperson - Janet Stephens 512.237.3814, Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
 
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim and Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, David 
Herrington, Janet Stephens 
 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Pat McLaughlin 
 
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 512.321.4132 
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Church Leadership 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jane C. Johnson - 512.608.4293   
Email - caperton6@austin.rr.com              
Clerk of Session - Nancy Martin 512.661.8626 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry 512.360.4930 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh 512.308.7319  
Worship Committee – Chairperson, Elder Susan 
Guedry 512.360.4930 
Mission & Outreach Committee – Elder Leah 
Saunders - member  
Building & Grounds – Co-Chair Persons – Elder Jane 
Istre and Elder Lisa Altmeyer 
Christian Formation – Co-Chairpersons – Elders Jim 
and Deacon Pat McLaughlin 
Fellowship & Nurture – Deacon Moderator Kathy 
Ford 
Session Members – Susan Guedry, Jane Istre, 
Nancy Martin, Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, 
David Herrington 
Board of Deacons – Kathy Ford, Moderator; Hoyt 
Johnson, Esther Schlortt, Gwen Morris, Pat 
McLaughlin, Harleigh Herrington-Altmeyer  
Custodian – Anna Hernandez 512.237.3880 
Web Site – www.fpcsmithville.org – Kathy Ford 
512.321.4132 

********************** 

 
Church Attendance –JULY 2015 

Prepared by Dorothy Dillon 
 

Date Members Visitors  Total 

7-5 29 0  29 

7-12 26 1  27 

7-19 22 1  23 

7-26 20 1  21 

 

 

 
Smithville Food Pantry  

From Dorothy Dillon 

 

 
July 2015 

Date Clients Family 
Members 

New Family 
Members 

7-1 89 216 2 5 

7-8 99 245 2 5 

7-15 90 221 4 4 

7-22 96 249 0 0 

7-29 106 258 4 19 

 

Please bring your donations on First Sunday and  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Ma 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Please bring your donations for the Food 

Pantry on First Sunday and place them in 

the basket at the covered dish luncheon.  

There will also be envelopes available if 

you prefer to give money. The Food Pantry 

can purchase food from the Capital Area 

Food Bank much more economically than 

you can purchase it at the store, so please 

consider giving by check/cash.  If you have 

questions, please contact Dorothy Dillon. 

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC AND SWIM 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 4:30 PM 

LISA & HOYT’S HOME 

 

Everything provided! Donations will be 

collected for the food- burgers, hot 

dogs, chips and all the trimmings with 

ice cream for dessert.  Come and 

celebrate the beginning of preparations 

for back to school and to say good luck 

to D.J. as he heads to Clemson 

University! 

mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:caperton6@austin.rr.com
http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
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Thanks to our young folks for their participation in Youth Sunday-Mother’s Day Service on May 10th. 
They did a great job! 

 
 
 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME – WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR SENIORS??? 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THE SENIORS ON SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015 

By Rev. Jane Johnson,  

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Lane Saunders will be attending Texas State University & Cade Hurta will be attending Blinn College 

 
While these were the only things Sammye mentioned, we know she has done much more – including 
publishing the church newsletter, working with the summer musical,  and most recently partnering 
with Nancy Evans to chair the Fall Festival (and plans to do this again in 2013!) Sammye is an 
integral part of almost every activity at the church!  
 
Sammye has been a member of the Smithville Jamboree organization since 1976.  In her spare time 
she enjoys reading, playing cards, horseshoes and washers.  She likes to dance and go to her 
grandkids ball games and visiting with friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE: 
 
Recently one of our members had a medical 
emergency while traveling out of state.  The 
church did not have a way to contact anyone 
in the family or friends to determine the 
member’s status and offer assistance.   
 
Because of this, we have realized that the 
Church needs to have an Emergency Contact 
Name and Phone Number for each 
Member/Regular Visitor.  This should be 
someone who is not living at the same 
address with the member.  The names and 
numbers will not be published, just kept in the 
office in the event of an emergency.  Please 
complete the following and drop it off In the 
Church Office or give to Nancy Martin or 
Susan Guedry. 
 
YOUR NAME: ______________________ 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME: 
___________________________ 
 
RELATIONSHIP :( Son, daughter, sister, 
friend, for example) ____________________  
 
 PHONE 
NUMBER(S):__________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Blank contact slips will be available in the 
Narthex or write it on a piece of paper. 
 
Thanks! 
 
 

 

   AUGUST 
NOTE: This is a change from the original schedule: 
 
Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, Susan Guedry, 
Gwen Morris 
 

   The first person listed will bring the bread, 

prepare the communion table, pick up the 

glasses at the end of the service, wash and put 

away the service trays.                  

   If you cannot be at church when it is your turn to 

be in charge of the preparation for communion, 

please call the Elder listed after you to prepare 

the communion in your place and ask one of the 

other Elders to serve in your place. Those who 

serve communion also collect the offering and 

should ask for a back-up before the service if 

you will not be able to collect the offering.  

Backup Elders: Nancy Evans,  LaVerne 

Herrington, Alan Ford, Sammye Hodges, Jane 

Istre, Gloria Hurta, Dorothy Dillon, Doug 

Lancaster and Kelly Hubley. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to all of 
you for all the cards, calls, visitors and 
most of all the prayers.  
 
If God brings you to it, He will bring you 
through it.  I am getting stronger every 
day. 
 
Sincerely, 

Dot Dillon 
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She has one daughter, Anna Hernandez.  Anna and husband Shawn have 3 children-Brennen, 
age 19, Sydney, age 11, and Blake, age 8.  In addition to her grandchildren, Sammye has two 
grand-pets: Zoey and Joey.  We are so glad that all of them are active at FPC Smithville 
(with the exception of the grand-pets)! 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
First Presbyterian Church 
Jump Start Pilot Program 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

     

 

 
 

 Upcoming Events and News for April 

 
Women’s Bible Study - 5:30 pm, Wed., Apr. 8 
 

Adult Sunday School will NOT meet on 
Sunday, April 12 – On April 19th we will 
return to the study of “The Story”  
 

Annual Spring Picnic Luncheon – Sunday, April 
12 in Virginia’s garden following Worship 
Service.  Church will provide the meat, 
congregation please bring sides/desserts. 
Deacons will meet after meal. 
 
Mother’s Day Youth Service - Sunday, June 10 – 
recognition of graduate Cade Hurta 
 

Summer Musical - June 22 to June 26.  
Performances on June 27 and June 28 – More 
info to follow……… 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
of violence into communities of peace. 

 

 
 

Angels Unaware Backpack Offering news:   Samella Williams, founder of Angels Unaware Ministry spoke to 

the Deacons on September 3.  This group collects, assembles and delivers backpacks on Fridays to 
students who are lacking in resources to take home for the weekend. The backpacks come filled with 
nutritious, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. The typical backpack contains a 
variety of food usually including protein and fruit juices. The ministry hands out backpacks filled with food, 
personal care products, school supplies and other necessities.  It is their goal to help these kids who are in 
need of assistance. Currently they are providing the backpacks to 48 students from pre-K through high 
school and anticipate having an increase in needs as the economy continues to be unstable.   A special 
offering for this program will be taken the last 3 Sundays in October.  Kelly Hubley will speak to the 
congregation at those worship services to answer questions about the Angels Unaware backpack program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, August 8 – Back to School Swim and a send-off for DJ!  Save the date!  Contact: Hoyt Johnson  

 

Saturday, August 15 - Ladies: Save the date!  Fall Gathering will be at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Seguin beginning at 9:30.  We will car pool from 

 
 

From Gwen Morris 

Saturday, August 15 - Ladies: Save the date!  Fall Gathering will be at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Seguin beginning at 9:00.  We will car pool from the church.  Contact:  Gwen Morris 
 

 
From Susan Guedry 

Adult Sunday School - We are finishing up our year-long study of "The Story".  This has been a very 
rewarding study of the entire Bible in chronological form.  On August 16 we will begin a 5-week 
study of the book "Three Prayers You'll Want to Pray" by George H. Donigian.  We will take a close 
look at prayers by Dag hammerskjold, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Jesus. 
 
On September 20 we will begin a 12-week study of Christian History.  We will learn from the book 
and DVD "Christian History Made Easy."  This is a study of the church from 30AD through the 
present time.  We will stop on November 29 to do an Advent study - as yet not decided - and then 
finish up the history study in January. 
 
In 2016 we will study C.S. Lewis' "Chronicles of Narnia" series with emphasis not only on the book 
"The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe", but also on the BBC production of the movie.  We will 
also focus on the book "Bringing Narnia Home - Lessons from the Other Side of the Wardrobe" by 
Devin Brown. 
 
Another study in 2016 will be "You'll Get Through This" by Max Lucado. 
 
All of these materials were purchased from a fund given in memory of L.D. Clark by his family.
             

Other News:  
 
 The Worship committee will meet August 9 immediately following worship services to plan for the 
fall and begin thinking about Advent and Christmas. 

 
Our next time to work at the Born Again Emporium will be August 24 through 29.  We will take in 
donations and get things ready Monday through Thursday from 10 to 2.  We will work the store on 
Friday and Saturday from 9 to 2. 

 
Session will meet Wed., August 26 at 5:30. 
 
 
 
 
     

 

 

SUMMER MUSIC 

CAMP IS BACK! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
AUGUST 8, 4:30 – BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC AND SWIM AT LISA AND HOYT’S – SIGN UP IN NARTHEX 
 

AUGUST 9, WORSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWING SERVICE 
 

AUGUST 15, FALL CLUSTER MEETING FOR PW AT FPC IN SEGUIN.  MEET AT CHURCH TO CARPOOL.  
MEETING BEGINS AT 9:00  
 

AUGUST 24 TO AUGUST 29 – WORK AT BORN AGAIN EMPORIUM.  TAKE IN DONATIONS AND GET 
READY MONDAY – THURS, 10-2, WORK IN STORE FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 9-2 
 

AUGUST 26, 5:30 – SESSION MEETING 
 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1:00 – DEACON MEETING 
 

SEPTEMBER 12, 9:00 – CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY FOR FALL 
 

OCTOBER 16, 6:00 – BINGO AND HOT DOG SUPPER 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church Smithville Session met on June 24, 2015 
 

The session met with Cathy Taylor to hear her request to have her grandchild baptized in our 
church possibly over Labor Day weekend. This request was approved. 
 

Session also approved Cathy Taylor’s request for membership by Statement of Faith.   
 

A Confirmation class will be held 6 weeks before Easter in 2016, more details to follow. 
 

Pastor Jane reported on the June Presbytery meeting.  The important topics are that Presbytery 
has suspended the search for an Executive Presbyter and that Mission Presbytery needs financial 
support.  Session voted to send $500 to Mission Presbytery as First Presbyterian Smithville’s 
Benevolence giving for 2015. 
 

Pastor Jane is still visiting with the Pastor of the LaGrange Church to arrange a joint picnic and 
meeting sometime this fall. 
 

Communion Schedule for August:  Lori Lancaster, Jim McLaughlin, Susan Guedry and Gwen Morris 
 

Communion Schedule for September:  Jim McLaughlin, Susan Guedry, Nancy Martin and Harleigh 
Altmeyer 
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AUGUST 2015 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

      
 Friday 

 
Saturday 

                    
 

                                    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             1             

 
Susan Guedry 

                         2 
10TH Sunday after 
Pentecost 
18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 
Communion 
Covered Dish  
Luncheon 

3 
 

 
Brook Hurta 

 
 

 
 

               4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Hiroshima Day 

7 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

Back to 
School Picnic 

and Swim 
Party  

4:30 pm at 
Lisa & Hoyt’s 

9 
11th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
19th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 
Jennigale Webb 

10                
 
 
 

 

              11 
 

 

 
Debbie & 

Brook Hurta 

               12                               
 

 
 

         13                
 

 
 
 
 

                     14 
 

 
Jane Johnson 

                15 
 

 
Billy Webb 

 
9:30 a.m. 
PW Cluster Mtg 
in Seguin 

                         16 
12th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
20th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 
John Gosselink 

 
Pat & Jim 

McLaughlin 

17 
 

 

 
Sammye Hodges 
Anna Hernandez 

 
Susan & Gary 

Guedry 

             18  
 
 

 
 

 
 

                19 
 

 
 

20 
 
 

 
Nick Johnson 

 
Nancy & Bob 

Martin 

       21 
 

 

           22         
 

 
Mark Morrell 
Haden Bell 
Lydia Johnson 

                        23 
13th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
21st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Worship at 11 

 
Sophie Morgan 

 

                 24 
Work at BAE 
10 - 2 

                25 
Work at BAE 

10 - 2 

            26 
Work at BAE 

10-2 
 

 
Avery Drewes 
5:30 Session 

Meeting 

                27 
Work at BAE 

9-2 
 

 
Zachery 
Odum 

Gary Guedry 

28 
Work at BAE 

9-2 
 

               29     
 

 
Barbara 
Maresh 

 
 
 

                        30 
14th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Worship at 11                  
 

               31 

 
Janice & Max 

Butler 
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Notes 


