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How does the church work? Immediately, I sense that I’d better make my question smaller, 
though I suspect, as we try to answer this question for our dear church, we will be getting a 
peek at how the larger church itself comes together. So how does our church work? How can 
it be that even though people come and go, social expectations and commitments change 
drastically over time, work changes over time, our community shrinks and grows, we still find 
ourselves together as a church family, puttering along, moving forward, doing what we can?  
 Nuts and bolts matter. Thank you, Kathy, for our website and Face book page and 
newsletter, for all you do. Thank you, Lisa and Monica, for our wonderful, wonderful music. 
Thank you, Lisa, for your help on Sunday mornings. Thank you, Susan, for your organizing  at 
the Born-Again Emporium and for your signs. And thank you, Susan and David, for your 
commitments to Sunday School. Thank you, Gwen and Susan, for our continuing Women’s 
Bible Study. Thank you, Jane, for your overseeing our finances and our building. Thank you, 
Lilly, Harleigh, and Monica, for amazing (and fun) community events. Thank you, Barbara and 
Lilly for being willing to be our Clerk of Session. Thanks to Alan who gives us our glorious 
trumpet music each week. Thanks to David, Alan, and Kathy, for figuring out how to keep us 
on Facebook Sunday mornings. Thanks to everyone who reads on Sunday, who offers to pick 
up, who brings food for our community meals. Thanks to all who helped me play with children 
during our Vacation Bible School this summer. Thanks to Susan and Luis who are willing to 
preach when I am gone. Thanks to each of you who joins us on Sunday mornings. So many 
people come together so that we might be the church.  
 We do this because each of us understands that being the church matters. When we 
give, especially of our time, we so often find, after the fact, that we feel as if we have received 
way more than we have given. We may then remember all the times Jesus teaches about 
lopsided equations, about letting go so that we might have what we need most, about losing 
so that we might find, about dying so that we might live abundantly. We do a little here and 
there, then we look around and rejoice as we discover what we are part of.   
 I wonder what we might all do next? Where God will call us and who will answer? I am 
so looking forward to finding out.  
  

 
 

 



 
September 2022 

2 
 

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

  

Pastor – Rev. Kris Brown – 512.608.4293   Email – kribrown1001@gmail.com  
Clerk of Session – Barbara Maresh – Email – bvmaresh@yahoo.com 
Pastoral Assistant - Susan Guedry – Email – sguedry85@gmail.com 
Music Director – Lisa Maresh - Email – lisamaresh@yahoo.com 

• Piano/Organ/Harp – Monica Miller 

• Trumpet - Alan Ford/Wayne King 
 
Session Members: Harleigh Altmeyer, Jane Istre, Kathy Ford, Lilly Willenberg, Lisa Maresh, 
Monica Miller, Barbara Maresh 
 
Worship & Christian Formation – Lisa Maresh/Monica Miller 
Church Administration – Jane Istre 
Mission Outreach & Fellowship – Kathy Ford/Lilly Willenberg/Harleigh Altmeyer 
Fundraising Committee  – Harleigh Altmeyer/Lilly Willenberg 
Web site – www.fpcsmithville.org, Facebook, Newsletter – Kathy Ford - kathrynford@austin.rr.com 
 

              

 

 

  

Sunday Schedules 
.  
 

The Following are Now Open 
Sunday School  -10 am  beginning on September 18 

Women’s Bible Study – 2nd Tuesday from Sept to May at 10 a.m.  
Begins on Sept 13th.    

When we open completely  
Coffee Hour 9:45 

 

http://www.fpcsmithville.org/
mailto:kathrynford@austin.rr.com
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September Birthdays: 
 
09/02 PHOEBE GRISWOLD 
09/05 JANET JEWELL 
09/08 BRENDA HURTA-SANDER  
09/09 TRISTYN HERRINGTON-ALTMEYER 
09/09   CORA BELLE HURTA WILLIAMS    
09/09 JACOB STINSON    
09/14 JANE ISTRE 
09/14 DAVID BROWN  
09/17 DIANNA KING 
09/18 HOYT JOHNSON 
09/27 STELLEN HERRINGTON-HERNANDEZ 

                                                                  
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
 
 09/04  ANNA & SHAWN HERNANDEZ 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 

 

 

 

Families 

Served 

 

 

 

Number 

 of Family 

Members 

 
 
 
 
 
New  
Clients 

8/3/22 
 

105 249 0 

8/10/22 
 

115 284 1 

8/17/22 
 

124 301 2 

8/24/22 
 

144 360 2 

8/31/22 
 
TOTALS 

134 
 
622 

324 
 
1518 

7 
 
12 

    

September Communion Schedule  
Harleigh is in charge of Communion for 
August.  She will prepare the communion 
table, pick up the glasses at the end of the 
service, wash and put away the service trays. 

Monica Miller has volunteered to bring the 

bread and juice for ALL communion 

services.  Thank you, Monica!  If you 

cannot be at church when it is your turn to 

be in charge of the preparation for 

communion, please ask one of the other 

Elders to serve in your place.   

 

Food Pantry         
Remember to bring your donations for the food 

pantry on First Sunday.  There are envelopes if 

you prefer to give money.  Actually, The Food 

Pantry can purchase food from the Capital Area 

Food Bank more economically than you can 

purchase it at the store. 

 

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/67523-card-happy-anniversary-greeting-wedding-free-transparent-image-hq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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NEWS FROM SUSAN GUEDRY  

 
Flu and Covid shots will be given on Friday, September 9 from 5-7pm at the Smithville Rec 
Center. 

 
The Women’s Bible study will begin our new year on Tuesday, September 13 at 10:00 in the 
Fellowship Hall. The study this year is Celebrating Sabbath. We meet monthly on the second 
Tuesday from September to May. Everyone is invited.  
 
The Adult Sunday School Class will begin on September 18 at 10:00. We meet in the Fellowship 
Hall. Our first study will be Simon Peter, a 6-week study by Adam Hamilton. Everyone is invited.  

We are working at Born Again Emporium Thrift Store September 26-October 1.  The store is open 
for sales and donations on Friday and Saturday. We work Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 
from 9-2. Any time that you can give us is greatly appreciated.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

NEWS FROM LISA MARESH 

 

 

It’s time for choir practice!! Starting Sunday, September 18th at 9:30 a.m.  We need new  

participants to join us.  If you would like more information, contact Lisa at lisamaresh@yahoo.com 
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Sunday Funnies from Gloria Hurta: 
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MINUTE FOR MISSIONS 

 

 
 
 

The Peace & Global Witness special offering season this year is 
from September 4th to October 2nd. 

Each Sunday from September 4th to October 2nd we will share 
information regarding this offering: 

he Give to P& Global Witness Offering 

)The Peace & Global Witness Offering supports the peacemaking and 

reconciliation efforts of the church at every governing body level and 
provides an opportunity to witness to God’s gift of peace in the world. 
Gifts given to the Offering through a congregation are divided in the 
following manner: 25% is retained by congregations for support of their 
own peace and reconciliation efforts; 25% retained by mid-councils (12.5% 
presbytery/12.5% synod) for support of their own peace and reconciliation 
efforts; and 50% to the Mission Agency to provide assistance and resources 
for congregations to promote the peace of Christ.  
The Peace & Global Witness Offering supports the peacemaking and reconciliation efforts of the 
church at every governing body level and provides an opportunity to witness to God’s gift of peace in 
the world. Gifts given to the Offering through a congregation are divided in the following manner: 25%  
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Dear Lord, So far today I’ve done alright. I haven’t gossiped, 
haven’t lost my temper, haven’t been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, 
or over-indulgent.  
But, in a few minutes, I’m going to get out of bed and  
from then on I’ll be needing your help. 
 

Things to ponder: 
*How come wrong numbers are never busy? 
*Do people in Australia call the rest of the world "up over"? 
*Does that screwdriver belong to Philip? 
*Does killing time damage eternity? 
*Why is it called lipstick if you can still move your lips? 
*Why is it that night falls but day breaks? 
*Why is the third hand on the watch called a second hand? 
*Why is it that when you're driving and looking for an address, you turn down the volume on the radio? 
*Are part-time band leaders called semi-conductors? 
*Can you buy an entire chess set in a pawn shop? 
*Did Noah keep his bees in archives? 
*Do pilots take crash courses? 
*Do stars clean themselves with meteor showers? 
*Do you think that when they asked George Washington for ID that he just whipped out a quarter? 
*Have you ever imagined a world with no hypothetical situations? 
*Have you ever seen a toad on a toadstool? 
*How do you get off a non-stop flight? 
*How do you write zero in Roman numerals? 
*If Barbie's so popular, why do you have to buy all her friends? 
*If peanut butter cookies are made from peanut butter, then what are Girl Scout cookies made out of? 
*If tin whistles are made out of tin, what do they make fog horns out of? 
*If you can't drink and drive, why do bars have parking lots? 
*If you jog backwards, will you gain weight? 
*Why do the signs that say "Slow Children" have a picture of a running child? 
*Why do they call it "chili" if it's hot? 
*Why do we sing "Take me out to the ball game, when we are already there? 
*Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour? 
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September  2022 

 
  Sunday                       Monday        Tuesday       Wednesday    Thursday    Friday     Saturday 

                               
 

  
 

               1 
World Day 
of Prayer 
National 

Suicide 
Prevention 

Month 
begins 

2 
 
 
 
 

          3 
 
 
 

                             4  
13h Sunday after 
Pentecost – 
Communion 
Worship Service 11 
a.m – In the building 
and on Facebook Live 
Covered dish lunch 
following service. 

Season of Peace begins 

              5      
 
 
A Social 
Creed for 
the 21st 
Century 

 
Labor Day 

                 6   
  
10 a.m. – 
“The 
Chosen” 
Fellowship 
Hall 

7 
 

 

              8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presbyteria
n Higher 
Education 

          9          10 

                             11 
14th Sunday after  
Pentecost 
Worship Service 11 
a.m – In the building 
and on Facebook Live 
Disability Inclusion Sunday 

           12    
 

13 
10 a.m. – 
Women’s 
Bible Study 

14 
 

15 
 

        16 17 
 
 

18 
15th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Worship Service 11 
a.m – In the building 
and on Facebook Live 
 
Christian & Citizen Sunday; 
Evangelism Sunday 

19 
 
 

           
 
 
 
 

                20 
10 a.m. – 
“The 
Chosen” 
Fellowship 
Hall 

             21      
             
 
 
  
International 
Day of Peace 

           22        
        
 
 
 
Native 
American 
Day 

       23 
          
 
   
 

        24 
 

25 
16th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Worship Service 11 
am.  In the building -  
and on 
Facebook Live 

 
Gifts of New 
Immigrants 

26 
 

BAE 
9-2 

                  27              28 
 

BAE 
9-2 

         
 
 
 
 
 

            29             30             1 
                                   BAE 9-2 
                        BAE  
                            9-2 
 
 


